GENERAIL BROCK

navigation opened, he had heard only from Irving,
“who, to do him justice, is the most attentive and
regular correspondent amongst you.” It was not
always the fault of the correspondents that letters
from England were so few and far between, for
each vessel now on the high seas was liable to
capture, and sometimes even when the coveted
mail did arrive, an accident, such as the upsctting
of a canoe, would deprive the colony of the longed-
for home news. Official letters from England by
way of Halifax and Quebec took four and some-
times six months to reach Toronto. There was only
irregular communication between that place and
Montreal, and it took a month—sometimes longer
—for the carriage of letters.

Brock, in his letter, tells his brother that he is
getting on pretty well at Montreal, although <the
place in summer loses the advantage it had over
Quebec in winter.” One thing he rejoices in—¢not
a descrtion for sixteen months in the 49th, except
Hogan, Savery’s former servant. He was servant
to Major Glegg, at Niagara, when a fair damsel
persuaded him to this act of madness.”

Brock writes in July from Montreal to his friend
Cuthbert as to the equipment of the volunteer force
he had raised: “Be assured the general has very
substantial reasons for objecting to any issue of
arms at this time. Were your corps the sole con-
sidcration, be satisfied he would not hesitate #
moment, but he cannot show you such marked
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