
CHAPTER XXVIII.

LORD STRATHCONA AND THE HUDSON BAY COMPANY.

D ONALD ALEXANDER SMITH, Lord Strathcona and Mount
Royal, wau bora at Ferres, Scotlnd, in 1830, and came to Can-
ada in 1838, wben eîgbteen yearsold, seeking in this country what

he could not bave attained in the land of bis birth. For nearly thirty

years he servod the Hudson Bay Comnpany, the bardest task-master the

white man bas ever known. At the bidding of the Company he endured
bardships so painfal and 80 terrible that he cannot noir, with the

halcyon days of proaperity and higbest honors swarded bitm, venture to

recail those deys of bardsbip and peril.
Affer ten years of service be wss promoted to be agent on the bleak

cosat of Labrador. Almost made blind by the enoir of that reglon, on

the verge of the Atlantic irbere the supply ship came only once a yer,

with tiro Indians be tramped tire thousand miles to Montreal for help,

tobe told by Governor Simpson to go bock to bis post. Before tbe Isst,

tiro buadred miles of tbat desolute retura bis faithful indians died frosa

exhaustion, fear and bunger, and he stumbled into the Post alon.

Such was the rule of the Hudson Bay Company lu the yesterdays of the

past. from the Atlantic to tbe Pac4Ulc. Sncb it would bave been lu the

future years whlcb we Sil toniorroir if the presence of that stateaman,
George Browna, bad noit silenccd the strife of years la the great Cou-

federation of 1867.
In those thirty years, bis experience under the iron mile of the Hud-

son Bay Company, dcvelopcd bis geulus aad ability for the government

of mcn. His leisure moments were spent la readiag wltb careful study.
By tbese stepa b. rose froni the foot to the topmost rang of the Garni
pany's ladder, becoming chief executive, mi home offices ln Montreal.
Savlug and thrlfty be became a ii mani. Wben it became an acknoir-
ledged fact that thc Northwest mas ho be thc limit of investigation, it
mas for hlm ta inake the ternis irbicl closed their iron rule, opesing Its
fertile plains to the plough and reaper, te bring the golden wheat Ijiat
feeds thie millions cf Ainerica and Europe. Through his guidance the

conflicting interests of thc Government, thc Company, thc Indians, and
Uic half-breeds thc rebellion mas settIcd, t mnaire the Canadian North-
west the bigbway cf Europe and Asia.
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