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MIRACLES AT LOURDES. -

MORE NUMEROUS THIS YEAR THAN
' EVER BEFORE.

Seventy-five Thousand Pllerims Visit
the Shrine—Marvellous Instances of
Oures Verifled at Sesslons Attended
by Over Righty Medical Men—A Few
of the Most Notable Miraocles.

This year's national pilgrimage to
Lourdes, but lately over, was, according
to official reports, attended by some
25,000 persons, or about 5 000 fewer than
the average of the last five or six years,
We are assured, it is trus, that this fall-
ing off in numbers was in no wise due to
a falling off in faith, but merely
to the weather, This, however, was pow-
erless to check the course of the miracles
among those who took their seats in the
red, white, blue, grey, green and yellow
trains which started fror the Gare d’Or-
leans amid the fervent chanting of the
“Ave Moris Stella.” In fact, proportion-
ately speaking, there have been more
miraclea at Lourdes this year than
usual.

It will, doubtless, particularly interest
the British reader, says a writer in the
Westminster Gazette, to learn that one
of the great rairaculees of the pilgrimage
was a Scottish lady, Miss Sarah Astor, of
Edinburgh, who was born in that city in
1859, and since the age of 19 had been
suffering from an ulcerour complaint of
extreme gravity, which for five years had
prevented-her from taking any solid food.
Bedridden and wasted to the state of a
skeleton, she was transported from E lin-
burgh to Lourdes on a couch not nnhke
that of Zola’s Mme. Di-ulafay, and
reached the New Jerusalem in a condi-
tion of the utmost exhaustion. However,
a first bath in thepiscina at once brought
her relief, a second one was followed by
increased improvement, and she emerged
from the third wholly cured—able to
walk and run, and experiencing such a
ravenous appetite that the hospital roast
beef, bread and potatoes failed to satisfy
her, and srhe betook herself to a restau-
rant, where she promptly dispatched half
s fowl and a plateful of French beans,
washed down by copious draughts of tea,
“For five years,” asys one of the Lourdes
newspapers, “this lady has been utterly
unable {0 retain auy solid food, but no
sooner was she healed than her stomach
agserted its rights in a manner which left
no doubt of its being traly a Britannic
one.”

ANOTHER INTERESTING CASE

was that of Mile, Ernestine Boyendal, &
young “woman of 20, belonging to the
village of Monrard (Qise), who for eigh-
teen montha had been suffering from a
white tumor at the knes, accompanied
by anchylosis. SHe was twice bathed in
the piscina, and after her second immer-
siop her tumor had disappeared, and she
was able to walk without the assistanes
of the cruteh which she had hitherto
employed. She is: now, we are assured,
as well and a8 aotive as any other person
of her age. -

In the case of Mlle, Eiise Guerin of 8t.
Pierre de Maille, in the department of
the Vienne, who had been ill for three
Yeara, Dr, Perivier of Pleunmartin had
been treating her for abdominal tuber-
culosis. She was in such a low condi-
tion Jn her deparlare for Lourdes that
the viaticum was administered to her as
a precautionary measure, and on her ar-
rival she had to be carried to thegrotto on
a stretchor. Neverbheless, one brief bath
in the piacina sufficed to cure her. She
emerged from the water strong and ac-
tive, refusing all help, dressivg herself
with the greatest ease, and afterward fol-
lowing the procession tothe basilica with
a light and buoyant step. ,

Auvother notebie miraculee was Mmae.
Broussin, the precise nature of whose
illness is not stated in the reports I have
before me. However, I understand Dr,
Boissarie (M. Z)la's Bonamy) to say that
this lady had been bedridden for four
years and had undergone a frightful
operation to give stability to her back
(fixer le rein). 8he is & woman of 88,
and resides at Arcachon, where she had
been attended by Dr. Deschamps. Com-
ing to Lourdes,she was.

" LYING ON A STRETCHER

when the bleesed savrament passed by,
The sight of the host borné in trinmph.
. ant procession appears to have thrilled
her; like Marie in 3L Znla's novel, she
shouted, **I sam healed!” anu cose from
her bed and walked. ‘

" What did you feel when you rose {”

Dr. Boissarie afterward asked her at the
virification office.  “Did you experience
a shock 7

“No,” she replied.

“Then what was it that impelled you
to walk ?7

A sudden flash of confidence. It sl
at once seemed to me that I should walk,
and Ididso.”

The sight of Lthe blessed sacrament and
the confidence inspired also sufficed to
hesl Mlle. Camilla Meslard, residing in
the Rue du Cloiture de la Cathedrale at
Orleans, who suffered from congenital
displacement of the hips and could
scarcely walk, even with the assistance
of & stick, She thiew her staff away,
however, on beholding the host, and fol-
lowed the procession with a firm, erect
gait. Very similar was the cure of Sister

tienne of the Order of 8t, Joseph, who
came to Lourdes suffering from both
chronic peritonitis and a tumor in the
left side. For ten months she had been
unable to rise withoat help, and couid
only walk when on one side she had'a
person’s arm to lean upon, and on the
other a staff to support her. While at
Lourdes, she was placed in a little vehicle
in order that she might witness the 4
o'clock procession ; and at the moment
when the host passed before ber she ex-
perienced a sudden pang, her tumor dis-
solved, and she rose and accompanied
the procession amid the frantic applause
of the multitude.

OTHER NOTABLE CURES

were those of Mme. Veuve Brun of Com-
piegoe, & woman of 50, cured of arthritie
of the knee of twelve years standing;
and Mile. Berthe Bourlier of Bordeaux,
who was suffering from a severe form of
neurotic apsmis, and for six mounihs had
taken no other nourisbment thau one
glass of milk per diem. She was plunged
into the piscina in & state of insensibility,
suddenly gave a shriek, and upon being
removed from the water eagerly asked
for food.

All these cases of cure, and many
othera more or less similar, were certified
by Dr. Boissarie at the verification office,
where the seances were attended by ovex
eighty medical men, several among then,
being Germans and Englishmen. Ac-
cording to the local newspapers, thc
number of English visitors to the grott.
has this year been quite phenomenal,
and numerous instances of conversion o;
perversion (as the feader plesses—I an,
without bias in the matter) are recorded.
—Boston Republic.

RELIGIOUS NEWS ITEMS.

Over 1,000 priests from a distance said
mees in the Montmartre Basilica in
September.

There are nearly 800 Catholic orphan
asylums in the United States, sheltering
about 30,000,

Rev. A, M. Quaiman preached tte
sermon at the blessing of the new =i,
Peter's Church, Fort Wayne, Iud., last
Sunday.

Father Francis, of Loretto, of the Capu-
ohin Order, has been designated as Pre
fect Apostolic of the Itallan Red Sem
Colony of Erythrea.

Mgr. Zardetti, the new Bishop of Bu-
oharest and formerly Bishop of 8t. Cloud,
Minn., has arrived in Rome and had an
audience with the Pope.

Rev. F. Degnan, S.J,, editor of the
English Messenger of the SBacred Heart,
has jist died, aged 62. He had been a
priess for twenty-gseven years.

A volume containing the bistory and
text of all the Concordats concluded dur
ing the Pontificate of Leo XIII, has re-
cently been prepared by the Holy See.

News has reached Rome that at Gar-
pardagna, in Bengal, over eighty Protest.
anta have lately become Catholics, Con-
versions have also taken place in other
districts. ,

Rev. Father Suchy, pastor of 8t. Wen-
ceslaus Church, and a pioneer Bohemian
priest of Milwaukee, died suddenly on
the 20th., Father Suchy was born in
Horsiw, Tyn, Bohemisa, July 20, 1841.

A Catholic Women’s Club has been
organized in Brooklyn by the Rev. Ed.
F. McCarty. The club propoges for it-
self a variety of ohjects which caleulate
to promote the true ioterests of women.

A recent estimate of the Cathole
population in England shows that in the
year 1800 there were only 120,000 Catb:-
lics in England and Scotland. In 184
the number increased o0 400,000, in 1860
to 1,620,000, and in 1890 to 1,682,000.

During the past eleven months the lﬁrge
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number of 160" converta to the Catholic
‘aith have been received in S¢. Fraucis’
Church, Glasgow.

There is a monastery, St. Honarat, on
an island near Canncs, France, which
# 8 built in the fourth century. No
woman has ever been aliowed to enter
its walls during the 1,400 years of its ex-
istence. :

We much regret to learn that the
Comte de Mun has had an attack of par-
alysis, the face being affected. Fortu-
nitely the attack was slight, and the life
if the distinguished crator is not, it ap-
neare, in danger.

Maynooth bas & new President in the
nevgon of Right Rev. Monsignor Garg.n.
Rav. Dr. Thomas O'Daa bas besn maile
Vice President, and Rev. Daniel Mannix
bas been promoted to the post of Pro-
fessor of Theology.

Rev. Henry Guenther celebrated his
first mass at St. Mary’s G'rman Church.
New Orleans, La.. on lngt Sunday. Father
Guenther will leave next week for Kan
sas City. Rev.Geo. U.nback will shortly
he ordained at the same church.

The arcte lrgical works publighed by
the late Chevihir de Rrssi prove that he
was not lesr r nimiknb'e for unwearied
industry than for trd:iant intellectnal
«ifts. “Hia “Tascripniones Christiare
Urbis R me? contairn ny fewer than
12,000 specimers of cary Coristian io-
seriptioun, :

In Frange there ars 200000 religious
whe po-gees 640 000,000 fenr ¢, wr about
3,000 for eacn me:mber. Tnie property
conalsta of bespitals, ebhuroabie lustita-
tions, asylums, free sch ols and crphan-
1y 8—Lhat s, of everythimg thuat can be
nged and profitable for the people, arnd
especially for the poor,

A tke o cent conference of the Arch

bishops of the United Siates at Pnila-
dslphia, it was decided that the first
Echaristic Congress ba held at the
Catholic University at Washington rext
September—for the clersy only. Tue
committee appointed tu awtend to the
arrangements in preparation for it are
Archbishop Elder, of Ciacinnati, Arch-
bishop Kane, of St. Louis, and Bishop
Maes, of Covington, Ky.
. A heroic Irish nun died in France a
short time ago, Sister Mary Matildia, one
of the Fcenrs de Bon Secours. Fur five
months she pursed cholera victims in
Etaples, St. Etienne and Preures, and
when that plague was over, she went to
Berek to care for some typhus fever
patients. She worked forthem un‘ilale
was worn ouf, and then sbe took Lhe
disease hersdlf and died. A gold medal
awarded to her by the French Govern-
ment was laid on her coflin.

Bishop Foley, of Datroit, who has warn
3 mitre six years, aunounces that he ig
about to go on ad limina visit to R.me,
and has named Vicar-Geucr'1 Joos the
administrator of the dioccese during his
sl sence. Dr. Foley,says the Reputlic,
bas had a very succetsful administeation
since he sssumed churpge of his epizcopate,
and .his safe return from Roms wiil be
earnestly prayed for by his flock. T'he
Datioit diocesan is the national chaplain
of the A.O0.H,, in which ozganization he
has long taken a warm and active im-
terest.

It seems that threats have been made
against Rev. Father Cronin, of Buffalo,
by the Apaists, because of the vigorous

paper, exposed their nefarious organiza
tion. Buch threats, while they are only
what might be expected from the
cowards who utter them, will not deter

the Buffalo clexgyman from continuing

fashion in which he has, through his |~

his warfare on the un-Awmerican asdo-
aintes, and we do not imagine that Dr.
Cronintluges any sloep of nights because
ne has'incurred the malignant hatred of
the Bufflo bigots. :

The Holy Father has put & consider-
able pum at the disposal of the art com-
mittee fur the purpose of _reatoring
several valuable masterpieces in the Va-
tican. The work will be commenced this
week, and will Iast several years, occu-
pying abount thirty artists, to be chosen
by the said committee.

A Papal document that will be eagerly
awaited is the one that Leo XIII is said
to be preparing to address to the clergy-
wen of the Church of Engiand, inviting
them to return to the true Church. The
full results of snch an appeal cannot be
estimated, of course, but it is safe to say
that more than one Aopglican minister
will be intluenced by it. The number
of such individuals who have already
gone over to Rome is surprisingly large;
30 large, in fact, that it has been BAlL
that there is hardly one importaut Cath-
olic Church in all England that has not
had at some time or other connected
with it as » prieat a former Anuglican
preacher. Pius IX, by the appeal be
issued on the eve of the Vatican Coun-
ail, indnced not a few euch individuals to
become converts to the true faith; and
the chiauces are that his succeseor will
recall many more.
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