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MIRACLES.AT LOURDES.
MORE NUMEROUS THIS YEAR THAN

EVER BE FORE.

Seventy-flve Thousand Pligrims Visit
te Shrlne-Marvellnus Instances of
Cures Verifled at Sessions Attended
br Over XEgbty Medical Men-A Pew
of the Most Notable Miracles.

This year's national pilgrimage toi
Lourdes, but lately over, was, according
to official reports, attended by some
25,000 persIns, or about 5000 fewer than
the average of the last five or six years.
We are assured, it is true, that this fall-
ing off in numbers was in no wiSe due to
a falling off in faith, but merely
to tLe weatber. This, however, was pow-
erless to check the course of the miracles
among those who took their seats in the
red, white, bine, grey, green and yellow
trains which started fro the Gare d'Or-
leans smid the fervent chanting of the
"Ave M4ris Stella." In fact, proportion-
ately speaking, there have been more
miracles at Lourdes this year than
usual.

It will, doubtlees, particularly interest
the British reader, says a writer in the
Westminster Gazette, to learn that one
of the great miraculees of the pilgrimage
was a Scottish lady, Miss Sarah Astor, of
Edinburgh, who ws born min that city in
1859, and since the age of 19 bad 'been
sufferiug from an ulcerous complaint of
extreme gravity, which for five years had
prevent ed-her from taking any solid food.
Bedridden and wasted to the state of a
skeleton, she was transported from E lin-
burgh to Lourdes on a couch not inhke
that of ZMa's Mme. Di-rnlafay, and
reached the New Jerusalenm in a condi-
tion of the utmost exhaustion. However,
a first bath in thepiscina at once bronght
ber relief, a second one was followed by
increaaed improvement, and sh emerged
from the third wholly cured-able to
walk and run, and experiencing such a
ravenous appetite that the hospital roast
beef, bread and potatoes failed to satisfy
ber, and ahe betook herself to a restau-
rant, where bse promptly diispatched half
a fowl and a plateful of French beans,
waehed down by copions draughts of tea.
"For five years," soya one of the Lourdes
newapapers, "this lady bas been utterly
unable to retain any solid food, but no
sooner was she bealed than ber stomach
asserted its rightsin a manner which left
no doubt of its being truly a Britannie
eu)e."

ANOTHER INTERESTING CASE
was that of Mile. Erneatine Bayendal, a
young wonu of 20, belonging to the
village of Monrard (Oise), who for eigh.
teen months bad been suffering from a
white tumor at the knee, accompanied
by anchylosis. Bile was twice bathed in
the piscina, and after.ber second immer.
sion ber tumor had diaappeared, and she
was able to walk without the assistanse
of the crutch which she babdhitherto
employed. She is now, we are assured,
as well and as active as any other nerson
of her age,

In the case of Mile. Bise Gtuerin of St.
Pierre de Maille, mu the department of
the Vienne, wbo had been ill for tbree
years, Dr. Perivier of Pleumartin had
been treating ber for abdominal tuber.
cualois. She was in such a low condi-
tion .m her departure for Lourdes that
the viaticum was administered to her as
a precautionary measure, and on her ar.
rival she hsd to be carried to thegrotto on
a stretcher. Nevertheleas, one brief bath
in the piscina sufficed to cure lier. She
emerged from the water strong and ac-
tive, refueing ail help, dressing herself
with the greatest ease, and afterward fol-
lowing the procession tothe basilica with
a light and buoyant atep.

Another notable miraculee was Mme.
Broussin, the precise nature of whose
illness is not stated in the reports I have
before me. However, I understand Dr.
Bousie (M. Z >la's Bonamy) to say that
this lady had been bedridden for four
years and had undergone a frightful
operation to give stability to her back
(fixer le rein). She is a woman of 88,
and resides at Arcachon, where ashe had
been attended by Dr.Deechamps. Com-
ing to Lourdes,she was.

LYINQ ON Â STRETOHEtR

when the blessed sacrament passed by.
The sight of the host bornê in triumph.

nt procession appears to have thrilled
hert; like M arie in M. Zola'm nevel, ase
shouted, "I amn healed 1" anu dose from
lier bed and walked.

" What did you feel when yen rose 7"

Dr. Boissarie afterward asked her at the
vrification office. "Did you experience
a sbock ?>

"No," abs replied.
«Then what was it that impelled yon

to walk '
"A sudden flash of confidence. It ail

at once seemed to me that I ahould walk,
and I did so.

The sight of the blessed sacriment and
the conBdrnce inspired alseo sufficed to
heal Mle. Camilla Mesard, residing in
the Rue du Cloiture de la Cathedrale at
Orleans, wbo suffered from congenital
diaplacement of the hipa and could
scarcely walk, even with the assistance
of a stick. She thiew ber staff away,
however, on beholding the host, and fol-
lowed the procession with a firm, erect
gait. Very similar was the cure of Siater
Etienne of the Order of St. Joseph, who
came to Lourdes- suffering from both
chronie peritonitia and a tumor in the
left aide. For ten months s bad been
unable to rise without help, and could
only walk when on onea ide she bad-a
person'a arm to lean upon, and on the
other a staff to support her. While at
Lourdes, she was placed in a little vehicle
in order that she might wituess the 4
oe'clock procession; and at the moment
when the host passed before ber she ex-
perienced a sudden pang, her tumor dis-
solved, and she rose and accompanied
the procession amid the frantic applause
of the multitude.

OTHER NOTABLE CURES
were those of Mme. Veuve Brun of Coi-
piegne, a woman of 50, cured of arthritie
of the knee of twelve years standing;
and Mile. Berthe Baurlier of Bordeaux,
who was suffering from a severe form of
neurotic aummis, and for six moth<s bad
taken no other nourishment than one
glass of milk per diem. She was plunged
into the piscins in a state of insensibility,
suddenly gave a shriek, and upon being
removed from the water eagerly asked
for food.

All these cases of cure, and many
others more or leas nimilar, were certified
by Dr. Boissarie at the verification office.
where the seances were attended by ovei
eighty medical men, several among thenm
being Germans and Englishmen. Ac-
cording to the local newspapere, té-
number of English visitors to the grott,
hae this year been quite phenomenal,
and numerous instances of conversion et
perversion (as the eader pleases-I an,
without bias in the matter) are recorded.
-Boston Republic.

RELIGIOUS NEWS ITEMS.
Over 1000 priests frim a distance said

mass in the Montmartre Basilics in
September.

There are nearly 800 Catholic orphan
asylum uin the United States, sheltEring
about 30.000.

Rev. A. M. Quatman preacbed tl:e
sermon at the blesuing of the new ;i.
Peter'a Church, Fort Wayne, ld., last
Sunday.•

Father Francis,of Loretto, of the Cap u-
chin Order, ias been designatedl as Pre
feet Apostolic of the Italian Red Sea
Colony of Erythrea.

Mgr. Zardetti, the new Bishop of Bu-
charest and formerly Bishop oft t. Cloud,
Minn., las arrived iRome and had an
audience with the Pope.

Rev. F. Degnan, S. J., editor of the
English Messenger of the Sacred Ueait,
bas j ist died, aged 62. He had been a
prisat for twenty-seven years.

A volume containing the bistory and
teit of atlL the Concordats concluded dur
ing the Pontificate of Leo XIII, has re.
cently been prepared by the Holy See.

News hie reached Rome that at Gar-
pardagna, in Bengal, over eighty Protest-
ant bave lately become Catholice. Con-
versions have alo taken place in other
districts.

Rev. Father Suchy, pastor of St. Wen-
cealaus Church, and a pioneer Bohemian
priest of Milwaukee, died suddenly on
the 20th. Father Suchy was born in
Horsiw, Tyn, Bohemia, July 20, 1841.

A Catholic Wemen's Club has been
organized in Brooklyn by the Rev. Ed.
F. MoCsrty. The club proposes for it-
self a variety of objecta which calculate
to promote the true intereste of women.

A recent estimate of the Catbolc
population in England shows that in the
year 1800 there were only 120,000 Catbo
lies in England and Scotland. In 181·
LIe numi ber increased! te 400,000. lu 1860
te 1,620,000, and lu 1890 te 1 682,000.
IPuring thlw past eleven mouths ties large
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number of 160 converts to the Cathollo
aiLth have been received in St. Fraucis'

Church, Glasgow.
There is a monastery, St. Honarat, on

an island near Cannes, France, which
w a built in the fourth century. No
woman bas ever been allowed to enter
its walls during the 1,400 years of ite ex-
istence.

We much regret to learn that the
Comte de Mun bas had an attack of par-
ailysis, the face being affected. Fortu-
n itely the ,ttack wans slight, and the lifte
if the distinguished orator is not, it ap-

noare, in danger.
Maynooth has a new Pre4ident in the

nTCOn of.Right. Rev. Monsignor Garg.n.
R v. Dr. Thonas ODaa bas been made
Vice President, and Rev. Daniel Mannix
nas been promoted to the post of Pro-
-A usor of Theology. -

Rev. Henry Guenther celebrated his
li rat massat St. Mary'a G.rman Church.
New Crleans, La.. on last Sunday. Father
Guenther will leave next week for Kt-
'as City. Rev. Geo. U.aback wiil shortly
lie ordained at the sane church.

The arche l;îg cal works published by
the late Chev Oit r dé Roasi prove that he
was not iess r naklkhhe for unwearied
industry thaun f.r rIint intellectual
.'.fts. His' "l sernp'iuu s Christiaroe
Urbis R- n'oe' cotai n , fewr-r than
12,000 speiuous f i ar> Cîristiar.in-
-u:rI pLio,:.

In France tlrher e-. 2 0000 religious
vé> j'. aes 6 060OWi000 frai cý, or about
3,1(10e(' ere" "emeber. 'Yii' ;'ro>(-e

Ooneît f h. apis, eàisruîable iw.,tiîil
nonis, asyluams. Ire' ich ois and orhilan-
.! s--thLttil,of everytihng Uithtau be
îused and pr'fitable for the people, aLd
especially for the poor.

AL the r. cent onference of the Arché
bishopu of the Uni;edI Svtes uvt Pda-
dalûhia, it wts decided hait the fiist
E icharistic Congress he held al thf
Citholic University at Wasbugton next
September-for the cler4! only. Tue
committee appointed t attend to the
arrangements in preparation for it are
Archbishop Eider, of Cincnnati, Arch-
bishop Kane, of St. L'ouis, and Bishop
Maes, of Covington, Ky.
: A heroic Irish nun died in France a

short time ago, Sister Mary Matildia, one
of the Fouira de Bon Secours. For five
montés she nursed cholera victime in
Etaples, St. Etienne and Preures, and
when that plague was over, she went le.
Berek to care fur some typhus fever
patients. She worked for them un'il she
was worn out, and then she toak the
disease herself ani died. A gold niedal
awarded to her by the French Govern.
ment was laid oun her coflin.

Bisehop Foley, oft etroit, wh, has worn
a mitre six yeara, announces tha.t he is
about to go on ad linina visit to IR.,me.
and as unamed Vicar-Geuril Joos the
administrator of the diocese during his
alsence. Dr. Foley, says the Lepublic,
has had a very succetsful admimnetration
sincehe ssumed charge ofl is epLcopate,'
and his safe return from Romc wil be
earnestly, prayed for by his flock. The
Detioit diocesan is the national chaplain
of the A.O.J., in which organization he
bas long taken a warm and active in-
terest.

It seems that tbreats have been made
against Rev. Father Croni, of Buffalo,
by the Apaiste, because of the vigorous
fashion in wbich he has, through his
paper, exposed their nefarious organiza.
tion. Snob threats, while they are only
what might ,be expected from the
cowards who utter them, will not deter
the Buffalo clegyman from continuing

his wrfare on the un-American aen-
eiatea, and we do not imagine that Dr.
Cronin'loges any aloep of nights because
he bas innurred the maliguant hatred of
Lhe Buff ilo bigots.

The Holy Father bas put a consider-
able eun at the disposal of the art con-
rnittee for the purpose of restoring
sevèral valuable mnasterpieces in the Va-
tican. The work will be commenced this
iveek, and will lait several years, accu-
pying about thirty artiste, to be chosen
by the said committee.

A Papal document that will be eagerly
awaited is the one that Leo XII[ is ait
te be preparing to addrrss to the clergy-
men of the Ohurch of England, inviting
them to return to the true Church. The
full result of snch au appeal cannot be
estirnated, of course, but it is safe to say
tbat more than one Anglican minister
will be intluenced hy it. The number
of suh individuals who bave already
gone over to Rone is surpriaingly large
so large, in fact, that it bas been sait
that tbere is hardly one important Cath-
olie Church in all England that has not
had at sone time or other connected
with it as a priest. a former Anglican
preacher. Pis IX, by the _appeal èe
issued on the eve of the Vatican Coun-
cul,indnced not s.few such individuals ta
become converts to the true faith; and
the chances are that bis successor will
recall many more.
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