- gavea great ball that-night.
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YHE HARD. . -

«choice will meet with our approbation,
I know Angeligue has resglutely refused
to receiveiany attention from you without
the knowledge .and approbation of her
mother and myself—this spenks. well—
‘but how do you know that theyoung lndy
will simile upon your suit 2"

Jacques lyoked down, blushed shf*]xtly,
Jaesitated—then lool\ul up. with an arch
louk, and said, ¢ if she knew you gave
your epprobation, T at leastmight (ry?”

The old man smilted—¢ Well) well
suid he, ©1 see how it is.  The girl,

thongh ot rich, is highly respectable, 1
will attend the fete of Lo Ros'ere ; you shall
dance with the crowned. fuir one; and if
I.think she dueserve this distinelion, An-
gelique shall be to me as a daughter.”
dacgues koelt down, and  kissed his
“father’s hand with overflowing gratitude,
He had not expected to gain his point so
easily ; for he knew his futher had very
much sctlns heart upon joining his estates
to those of the Maire. © You ure the best
< father in the world I exclaimed lie, % Jou
call me so,» Jecquus—the world will say
I am an old fool; bat, after all, what do
we live for,if not lurh.\ppmuss" !

Away w u.nt the young man, in the ful-
ness of his joy, to impart he tidings t¢
Angelique; and she, above all pett) co-
quetry, heard it with unaffected delight,

. The fefe of la Rosiere was anxiously
awaited. Everybody S0 often rch-utC(l
that Angelique would certainly be crown-
ed, for: she was both the most' beautifui
and best; and, modest as she was, she
ccould not help expecting it. . I'he import-
ant day caume—and who do you think was
crowned?  Antoinette, the ngly, idle
daughter of the Maire /—she was cronucd
the best and most beautiful! The Meaire

Angelique
went; tur she was above showuw any re.
senlmnnt
la: Rosiere—she saw that his father:ob-
served her closely ; and though she could
not bLe gay, she -was cheerful and. digni-
Jfied. Antoinette whispered to her com-
panions,. ¢ See. what Lold airs she puts
on; 1 shculd think she would be morti-
fied, when she -and all her friends have
‘heen boasting that she would be crowned.”
The . old proprictaire heard -one . or two
.such: speeches as this, and he shook his
head cxpressively. . He disappeared. from
~the room n ‘short. tinte, = While he- was
gone, his sister, a mmden ]ady came up to
Angdlique "\I} dear. child,” said- she,
-#{here- is ‘something wrong  about this
-affair; all the village said you would be
. CTOW ncd 26 My friends {lattered me,”
said ‘Aungelique, modestly ; I knew thc.)

“thought more-highly .of me than' I+ de-

-gerved.”, - #-But' think of crowning. An-
.toincite " continued the lndy ;¢ guch an
“mg)y thing as she is 1
o8t Her dress is - vcry becomm"” smd
Angellque uand T think she is the best

dancer. in th(_ room ;' the tears came to

She saw Jacques d.muug with'

her cyes s sho said this ; for Jacquugwns

again danging with la Romerc and her gar-
lund of Provence roses was' vcr) ‘beautiful.

Angelique retired very early: that night
—not without s kind look from . Jacques,
and an expression of benevolent upprobn-

tion from ‘the old proprietaire and. his

maiden sister, As soon as she reached
herown little hedroom, she knelt down,
and, bursting into tears, prayed that all
envious and repining thoughts might be
subdped within her heart.  The praver
proved-to be u strength and a consolation ;
and she soon sunk to sleep ns sweetly. as
an infant.

Jaeques came the next day.
toud in his complaints, ¢ snid the whole
villnge was indignant about it, -Much
good might the crown of roses do Miss
Antoinette!  Nobody thought she- de-
served it,  Tle knew one thing: the Maire
had given the Cure n éplul(ll(l suit of
clothes just Lefore the fete ; and he himsel{
had seen. Antoinette’s diumon(l ring' on
his finger, No wonder the Cure gave the
crown to a rich man's danghter. # Nay, T
do not think the Cure could do so wrong
as to take bribes . from any body,” . re-
plied x\ng(‘hquc fand 1 beg you il
nob say o ¥ Al the village think so,”
xvp]ud Jacques; “and they always will
think so. 1 dunced with her, becanse my
father said it would give offence if T did
not, on such an occnsion ; but 1 will never
dnm.,q with her again. ¢ T am sure'she
is one of the best dancers: I ever saw,”
nnswered Angelique.-

Nothing soothed by her gentleness
Jacques went awny more indignant than

ever t}mt so good a girl should bo-thun

wronged.

A week or two after, o "real bn]l was
given by the 1>ropru{¢ure e himself
called to invile Angeligue; and in.the
intervening time,
without his. r-pl.u(llug an. hour or twoat
her parent's dwelling, = ‘The more he saw
‘of her, the nore he was convinced that she
was a good girl, and worthy of his son.
When the evening of the ball arvived,
A ngvhquc and her family were chuvcd
at his large mansion with distingiished
kinduness.
have & whim to be gratified,” said the
kind-hearted ' but . eccentric . old man.
There wus an universal hum of, dssent
among the assumbly § for the w t.nllhy old

hnd]oxd was very popular,; and a propg- -

sition of his could at any tuuc be, catried"
by acclamation, in_ the. village!
gentlemur smiled, and, holding . up.a
wreath of roscs; nml onangc-buds The' said,
“ there was ont.c two Popes in the church’;
wh\' should’ there, not be two, erowncd la
Rosiere 7. As he. spoke, he, placed [
garland .on the head of Angchqu
crown - hery bccaubc I'have prov
she cn.nnot ‘be, tcmptcd to’ SP(!'lk illof &
rivalh geid lie ;.4 fhie roges are my.

gu‘t—lhc orupéc:m;ds came from ¥ ulmx."‘

Thc old

Ie was

hardly o day ‘passed -

i Before the dancing btgms 1

t'bat,y a




