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dener with his shears can trim dead trees to make them all look exactly alike.

Let the trees be alive and he will seek in vain to preserve their uniformity.

The day after to-morrow the likeness will be gone.”” Mr. Garrett, refer-

ring to his ten chldren, said he rejoiced in the diversity of form and

character among them ; the one supplied what the other lacked ; so with
the Church of Christ.

Mr. Donald Fraser, of Giasgow University : *‘ This is not the first
world’s convention, on the subject of missions, held in this city.  There was
held a great missionary conference in Liverpool in 1888, when enc hun-
dred and fifty representatives from British socicties came together to
receive reports of past work and lay plans for the future. The composi-
tion of the present conference is, however, much wider. There ave thir-
teen nationalitics represented, while forty-two British societies have sent
official delegates. The students are but * volunteers,” but these workers
are veterans straight from the field. Their best contribution will be that
they go forth from the conference to spread the fire which the Spirit will
kindle, among the home congregations and the missionary stations when
they return to their distant fields. My fellow-students, make the most and
best of the holy influences and impulses that will be gencrated during the
days of conference, by communion with God and one another. Let us wait
for God, not for man, not for crowds, nor for cloquence. Our hope is in
the living God ; we wait with hushed spirits to hear what He will say, and,
in obedience, to fulfil lis commands.”

Rev. A, T. Pierson : ““ In introducing me the chairman expressed the
hope that when m due time I return to my native shores, I would take
back the assurance that between the English-speaking peoples, who read
the same Bible, there may be peace as long as the world lasts. I recipro-
cate to the full these sentiments of amity as to the peaceful relations of the
sister lands. If two such closely related nations should be found em-
broiled in warlike contlict, there wounld be a jubilee nowhere Liut in hell.
As a visible and tangible expression of my feelings on this point, and as
representing the Christianity of the United States, allow me, venerable
bishop, to shake hands with you” (2 little cpisode endorsed by the hearti-
est cheers of the audience). ¢ Turning to the specific business of the Con-
vention, let me call attention to the plan of God in the ages, of which I
have long been a most interested student. W find in the Epistle to the
Hebrews the magnificent conception that, as God took matier and con-
structed the material worlds, so He has taken time and is buiiding it up
into time worlds, or ages. There are ages of preparation, of experiment,
and of transition ; by and by there will be ages of completion and con-
summation. As Christ is the corner-stone of the ages, He is yet to be the
capstone of the whole structure,

““ With respect to the worlds evangelization, we have three features
specially exhibited in connection with this evangelistic age.  First of all,
there is a double universality : first, as to the oljects of cffort—* Go ye




