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|} in that greenhptise ! .

| won it, .
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" Tho Famaly Circle, -

THE COTTAGE WINDOW -PLANT,
“'“Mother, I turned it yesterday,
And see !it’s moving round again;- . -
The naughty thing will have its way, .
. And minding nothing I can say, =
Peeps tlirongh the window pane. *
et [ . RN B oo

%It will keepfturning to the light,
Buds, flowers, and leaves, and all ; -
1t has no sense I’m sure, nor sight,
‘Yet seems as if it reasoned quite,
+ Or heard its sister call. -~ :: .

- “I want to make it bend this

And watch me at my bdok ;
But if I read, or work, or play,: -
If I am sad, or if mgay,l . =

I cannot get g look.” /

woy,

““My Annie dear, it seeks the source

Of heat, dnd life; an1 light ; 2L

. Its motions you can never force,
s - .
No hané-@an turn it from it course—
e sureit moves aright.

“It has a word for thee, my love,
Though mute, a voice Divine ;

It:bids thee turn to One above, -

In whom welive, and breathe, and move
Thy mother’s God and thine.” :

—Band of Hope Review. | Indies froniBoston. He stayedat:the &hgol-.
' e % house to hun for the creséént, ‘

THE: SILVER CRESCENT.. ;
“But how came a whole village with'
stores and mills.and houses to go to Fuin at
once!" asked Mary Somers,as she gazed from
the hill-fop into what secmed a° valley of
desolation that lay betote her. &
“There are many stories connected with
this ruin,” replied dear Mother Wagstaff, at
whoge farm-house-the little party of girls

now with her was 'qassing the summer.

' “When' the Tailway came through the
Centre, the shops and mills went there, tog;
and after a while the people and the houses
followed them. The old church wasn’t worth
moving: SRR .

“I-went o schoolin abuilding that stood
on those timber posts that you see standing

out of the ground, just at the left of the o]ﬁ
church, We used to Wade knee-deep
through the snow toget to theschool-house;
and thaw our frozen hands over the old
box-stove, and warm our lunches there at the
noon-spell.  How. the wind blew up under
that open foundation! But we enjoyed
school for all that, - - o
._“The two head girls were Eliza Bond and
Katherine Noble, daughters of the Squire

who lives in the great house you saw, and |

of a smart, forehandéd farmer. They wefe’

rivals in- everything—from the head place | 3%

in the class, to their dress ; and as they grew:
older, in their attentions of the villagey
beaux, o o

* A fine farm, which a ¢ity gentleman had
improvediand stocked .and
house on, and then got tired of, was to be
soll at auction.”” TheSquire and the farmer
both bid for it, and the farmer succeeded in
ge'ting it. He was obliged, however, to
place a snall mortgage on the farm, He
wanted the land.

“Eliza cried a week,anldeclared she would
never stay in town to see Kate Noble strut-
ting round those walks, and picking flowers

“She did stay in_town, however, but she
ratified her ill-feeling by remarking, within
aie’s hearing, that tanybody -coulg live in
3 fine house 'till the, mortgage on it came

ue.’ - o

“As Kate was the ‘most amiable girl; she
always had the sympathy of the other

i scholars when such ill-natured remarks were

made. .

“In those days medals were used as marks
of merit, and the scholar who kept the
head of herclass for a:week, wore one round
ber neck all the next week. - Eliza -gained
this distinction 'oftener than any one'else ;
but she never cared for losing it unless Kate

“On one of these uccasions, finding no
cause for a quarrel, she had a crescent cut

| the potr imitation till the ridicile tg

« { medal. ,

1m0 doubi be fotitid
i cauglit-off by some:s

uilt a grand|

i | neck by a blue ribboﬁ; and struttet_i ahout

so proudly as to make every scholarlangh ;
a'ncf then she looked at Kate and rattled

her']’)lenz%ure away in having :gaine
al. U,
_“Their last examination day, coraes and’
the Judge, and the Governor, and three
Tninisters, ‘and two doctors, and some fine
ladies from Boston were there—the latter
in great leghorn" hats and red crepe shawls.
Boston folks rarely came up here then.
“The schoolhouse was trimmed withgreen
boughs and red and yellow flannel roses, and
the prizes for the tour classés dangled from
the festoons. ¢ 1 vt et g
- %The “first girl’s’ "prize was a/ 1

. - . . AT
erescent ;.and.wé all examined it asiiEnng

Dy its blue ribbon from its green bowghE

magnifying glass, presented in “a” nice
little speech, the master'put.up: his hand for.
the silver crescent, when lo ! it was gone !

“ With great confusion he said it was to be.
given to Miss Kate Noble; axd-that it would

.....

; thi if inust have bien:

: ¢ There -

as,

T AT
% When Kate’s/name was mentioned, the.
boys began to stamp with ‘their well-greased

| eowhide boots,- and:the’ girls.to” glap their

Hands." Buidthe master put a stop to that,
;s’lagihg that we"must always ‘rémember that
When one gained & victory Sirgewere dis-
p;p}ibinted." g R F b
i+ ¢ The poor young magter .did:not;go, tu
‘the judge’s to. diné;/as Hethad been invited

140 do, with all the grandees; includirg’the

, however,
i anl

* “While somc *of; thé!big ‘bo
down'gn'the -well-sanded flcor:loo]
it, a'§imple Tellow; vho" came to'sehool
‘the poor-house, - stared at the §
mouth, i v b

2 «Well, Dickey,” said_thé: master, play:
fully, ¢ what do you kngw about thismedal 7

«¢] hope,it aint buried- under the'school

R e t

house !’ cried Dickey. - © 1 0o
* % The hioys langhed, and one said, { What
put that into your head, Dickey I l b

"¢ T heerd a'hoss kickin’ oitside in meetin’
time,’ replied'Dickey, * and went sutto seé

thought mebbe she’d been a-buryin’ on’t
down there.” ™. : e |
“‘Why, Dickey, o tall girl couldn’t'stand
up under there,’ the master said. -~ |
¢ I didn’t say I see'h ‘
see her a-crawlin’out!’ -said Dickey,

@ was

4. “C»fu‘ p",.. 27
sseven days)
“and

hi6o); and ‘stayed: two years: Then.s
came home, knowing .a great many {orel
tongues;’ and music;. and “einbroide

everything that rich men’s children ]
then. She found Kate already mayri
owning the beautiful place her’ fat]
left her. . - - G
¢ Eliza married the old judge’s dn, and
lived in the great ‘house you saw unfler the
horse-chestnuts. .~ ' .
% These two women had gained mote sense
now, and, the old feud seemed fo die. out,
although they were never intimats, B
after some years the scarlet fever brike out
anong the children, and almost ever;
was ,a%mid to. help a neighbor lest s
carry home the infection. . .
‘“Tn the thidst of it, Kate Noble—

2 might

-went up'to Eliza’s and watched nigﬁtyafter:
:njght with her sick boys., . : o
¢ % Sam'Drake, a poor old drunkeniinfidel,

Tooms, drinking: and reviling all
‘good, snid ab that time, 'Ifall Christitns were
like Mrs. Kate Raymond, I’d be a Christi
too. Butas theyaint, I won’tjine ¢in, and
they needn’t ask me to 17 < v R

. So matters went on till this vilpge had
been all moved off, excepting the[school-

roughly out of tinsand hung it from her

house, and the others that were nd worth

SRENL .
Lsilyer.|.

“ After, the head boy had receiveds fine |’

|'company,’ cried—
mpany, Cri

what ailed him, ‘‘Tseea tall gal, all rigged | pig-pe
up in white, a-crawlin’ out from um_iiér the| %%
school-huss, and when”that ere was'lost; I

her a-standin’ up.: Ij

“Cuift]

a |- who%

‘But,

mother|.

! hat was
—senther boys off to her mother-in-aw, and:

'who used to spend his ‘whole timefin bar-’ :
‘| day, and cut-a' crescentout of it, and pinned

pom————

‘moving, But ears after, the school-house

‘boys to'congregate—as'any ‘stir of that:kind'
falways is. - b :

for their fathers’ and grandfathers’ initials,,
and’ guésséd who ‘cut’the’ ﬂaﬁ and’ the ships
on the doors and window-sills, . -« .75 7.
i “Then they went under, the byilding,
which you see stood quite high from the,
ground behind, and kicked round among the

been allowed to accumulate there in the old
aays. Y . X i. A e

# Finally a black boy; wao always followed
the others shouted, ‘ I’ve found arale pretty
ipiece o’ tin:t’ * And he held up the crescent,

:bo?ﬁ?’;b
- “The'other
taking from bim, and he carried it to the
post-office, and showed it to some one there
who said it was real silver ; and he found an
Jnseription on it which he made out to be,
“May 4th, 1840,’ '
{That,.of course, set people talking, and

3 '-sta"?‘t"'éfd‘hp' the old surmises again, The boy

:s0ld it for fifty cents, and it went round the
'Vi_lla e. . - i ) :" B ”- .
¢ #Dickey Crump,: who was a. life-long
resident of the poor-house, got hold of it,
and’ said, ‘I knowed it .was dowi, there. 1
‘see a.tall girl come oubg;undeiithere .-
holdin’ her;white gown-all round;her to
keep it clean] and I told two big. boys;and

Z{ they said if I did see her, they could bet.who
it was, but they darsn’t say ! That eré’s:long
v L R

"B o

"% 4T won’t tell,” said Dickey, ‘IfI did,

ht | p’raps 12d git ’scluded from the poor-bouse.’

“Eliza’s husband was. a ‘'member of the

;| General Court ; and he’d just got home with
till | company from Boston.

: hey were-having
a’grand dinner one day, when one of Eliza's

'|;boys came rushing in, and not noticing the

Say, mamma, are you a thief?
“Thechild’s ardor in defence of hismother
rough a peal of laughter from the guests.
‘Little Roy still pulled at :her ‘sleeve, and

Hieried,.! Say; mamma, say P

_+¢¢ Nojmy dear,’ Eliza said, ‘T am as honest
as the dayr - |
.Y ou didn’t steal a silver medal and hide
old rickety school-house that’s a
ow,;did'you, mamma? =
15¢;Roy,’ said the mother, look-
want any .dinner. I’m
to:lick the boy that said
the angry child. = -
ed hersqlf, and Jed the excited
! alow, Roy, dear,’ she
inneWuietly with your
th dithen gorand tell that boy ifhe
r adys hg_.i;i;dgain,}‘y' ¥ papa will see to

fe

(M v ..-.»,..’.543.. R - .
- ¢Thaipoor;child‘swallowed a piece of pie
‘1 almost whol

e, and then!Tan'o

ffto carry this

s Ay “c ry? ]
confessed it

. __31'11 LTRSS d
the medal, shejconfessed 'it to Kate,
83:watching withihei'diiting an alarm-

ing illness.
~ 'She said, that, by stealing a look at the
teacher’s mark book, ehe knew that Kate was
the medal scholar, and to save her wounded
pride she had slipped the crescent: from 'its
place and hidden it among the rubbish-which
was never cleared out:.. . . .1, o
“The secrét would have slept safely with
Kate, who wasanoble woman, gu’t the nurse
who was in the next room, hesid it all and
gave wings toithe story. = it
. % Again the children at school taunted
Eli;a’_s .bnys, and said, ‘Didn’t we tell you
50 '

of twelve years, came home,” half in grief
and half in anger, saying, ‘ Mamma, we shall
never be .done hearing about that medal.
That big Whately ‘boy owes me a grudge.
He got some tin-foil off -some tobacco'to-

ittomyback,: .. . .,
“¢I saw. all the boys laughing, but I
didn’t know what it' was about, till Dan

-{ Clay came up to meand took it off, and said

it was a mean, thing.to do, and. that he’d
stand by me. - I ran home without leave,
and on 'my way met old simple Dickey

.was s0ld to an Irishman, for a great pig-sty,,
.and the moving of it was thé signal for the

-0ld papess, and boxes, and ‘tin-pail: covers
that, according to a careless .custom, . had|

ch, was lost before the most of them were |-

tierboys did: not think it worth |’

el

was it 7 some lady asked him. - % s

¢ One day het oldest boy, s spléndid fellow'

from the poor-house, ;and he began telling
l-'mé;(ﬂ‘%' e saw a handsome young lady
ww.'ling from under the scheol-house seven-
‘teen | years; ago;-and then this. crescent ; was

Cennorr B Uy g e a'missed v s i
B¢ They jumped over the desks, and hunted ‘,n.’-“?“,l threw a stone at him, and told him.

’d break his head if he ever said “Créscent®
.in -this town again. - Now, ‘mamma, I’ll
never enter thatschool-house again, and if:
ipapatries to to force mé to, I’ll run off to
sea and never come home again.’ “‘And’the
poor boy buried! his face in his hands and

urst into tears, + , - . ;
the family went West ;. but P’m glad to tell
you that Elizahad grown a wiser and kinder'

early wrong came to. her.—Youth’s Com.
‘panion. :

" AN INCIDENT OF BIRD-LIFE.

People who take an interest in stories of
bird-life may remember a'curious- contro-
versy as to how: the .cuckoo’s egg, gets into
theinest of - the small bird in which it is
usually deposited. = Cow

From the- position of many of the nests
in which cuckoo’s eggs-have been . found it
seems pretty evident that thefemale cuckoo.
cannot have laid her egg in the nest, but,’
the egg being laid in some otheér place, must '
have %een conveyed by the bird to the nest.,

it, could a cuckoo’ carry heregg, and did she
emgllo'y'bill or feet 7 has bée'r"x} asked by niany -
people. i vl B ey

e following, ;ocenrrence 'which. I .wit-,
nessed will explain how at least one cuckoo’s.

Lf0

une, 1867, I spent a/few weeks at Farn-

ham Royal, Buckinghamshite.- Sauntering

along the edge. of theé.common one bright
sunny morning, I stepped aside to have'a
look ‘at a stonechat’s nest'which'I had ‘dis.’
covered three days previously, when'it con-.
tained but one.egg. ' This nest was placed ,
in a thick plant of heath, about ten ortwelve,
inches from the ground, well concealed by
tHedgfther, ¢xcept one:little open'épace-
through which the bird passed: to-and{rom”
her nest, ;and through; this .open epace the:
nest and its contents were . visible.,, On'my
approach the hen bird flew off the nest, and-
I observed that four e]glgs weére deposited. I
continued my walkia little beyond the com.:
mon to a small, hamlet ‘well ‘known among.
artists for its picturesque old women ‘nni%

proached the spot where thestonechat’smest’

was. When I came in sight of it I observeq

two cuckoos flyingabout in a most peculiar

manner, and one of them uttering peculiar

sounds. Both of them' seemed to be'j

wild state'of ‘excitement, iy il
S i

ression was tha veay

ird in some ne y hat danger
‘threatened it in of a stoat, weazel,
or prowling cat tiously approaching

nearer them, I found that: they were being
‘mobbed by the two little stonechats, Some-
times ‘both’' ciickoos would ekim’ rapidly.

‘| close by ‘the riest; the’ stonechats darting at’
- { thein open-héaked;  and -uuerin;iv.,piteou‘s
. rapidly'to the ‘ed%e_ éf a wood at e little

cries the while ; egain. they wou

distanceé, pursued by the malestoncchat, the:
female ‘always - hovering 'néar : her ‘nest,
and occasionally ‘alighting .on a bush close
toit. v ¢ o e

Could it be possible that the  cuckoo had
deposited heregg in the stonachet’s nest, and

Taking advantage of o longer flight to the
wood than lHad yet beén made, 1 ran toward

| the niest, and 'saw-at a glance that it contained

thefour stonechat eggs, and: no more, and
in a.few moments I way ensconced among
some very long heather at o 'ehort distance
froin the spot, but quite neae' enough to be
able to! observe. dll :that might - happen.
Presently, back came, the cuckoos, the one
which I took fo be the male (on,accountof
tho slightly richer 'color of the plumage)
“ceuckoormng *in ‘'a wonderful!manier; utters
ing the mote much. more 'rtq{id]y than is
usual, and the ‘femg,lgswoo;)e; _down very|
closely to the mest,' paused for & moment in
her flight, axid, lieing vigoréusly attacked by
the stonechats; glided -past ; but X saw that
her beak was_partially. open, as though she
cerried something within her gape. Eviden-,
tly hier object was ‘to Teach'the nest, and it
was truly marvellous to behold' the determi-
nation’and. courage of the two little mites
of birds in,their ;efforts to prevent her,
réaching it. ‘Very 'skilful, too, were the

1.

“Eliza’s husband sqon éokf the lplz:tée, 'md

-woman long before the punishment of that-

How, without injury or;ulterly destroying,

:gg%;,was conveyed to thenest. In the month
of

donkeys, and, within an ‘hour, again ap--

was this the. manner in which the. owners-
expressed their resentment at the intrusion 2,
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