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REPORT OF THE ONTARIO RAILWAY AND
MUNICIPAL BOARD.

The fourth Annual Report of the Ontario Railway and
Municipal Board, issued by the Provincial Government,
is an interesting volume, containing much valuable in-
formation as to the cost of operating public service
utilities in Ontario municipalities.

Electric light plants and municipal waterworks,
where municipally owned or municipally controlled, have
presented their figures for the year 1909, and, although
the statements of returns are not uniform, they are suf-
ficiently in detail to serve as a method of comparison
between municipalities of the different methods of
operation.

In addition to reports of the municipal plants, there
are appended reports dealing with the railways under Pro-
vincial control. For the year ending June, 1909, the total
earnings for the Ontario-controlled roads were over six
and a half million, and the net earnings were over one
million and a half. Of the thirty-one roads reported,
eight are reported to he operating at a loss and thréee
have not furnished returns. The operating cost per car
mile varies from 10.5 cents on the Irondale, Bancroft and
Ottawa to 34.7 cents on the Berlin, Waterloo and Bridge-
port. The Street Railway of Toronto operates at a cost
of 17.9 cents per car mile ; Ottawa Street Railway, 12.6;
London Street Railway, 13.8. The Toronto and York
Radial, an interurban line some fifty miles long, operates
at a cost of 31.3 cents.

The accidents to passengers during 1909 were 3
killed and 201 injured; to employees, 2 killed and 23 in-
jured ;

to travellers on the highway, 11 killed and 124
injured.

This is somewhat less than for 1908, when the total
of killed was 26, and for 1909, 16, and total injured of
391, against a total of 349 for 1900.

It would add considerably to the value of the work
of this Board if it were possible to issue in pamphlet or
circular letter form the various findings and judgments
and rules of the Board immediately they are given. Much
of this information loses its value if it is not in general
circulation immediately.

—_—-—————
STANDARD RULES OF RAILWAYS.

At one minute after midnight on the morning of
June 19th the Standard Railway Rules adopted by the
Board of Railway Commissioners for Canada went into
effect on all Eastern lines of the C.P.R.

These new rules were designed to standardize all
signals, making travel much safer when a train of one
company is running over the lines of another. In the
past, when one company had running rights over the line
of another railway, the men were compelled to be familiar
with different sets of rules governing the movement of
their trains.

Together with the additional safety in handling traing
owned by separate companies on the same line; it will



