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The Convention.

For the fourth time in the fifty-five years of its
history, the Bq Baptist' Maritime Convention has met
this year with the First Moncton church. The Con-
vention’s first meeting in Moncton was thirty-nine
years ago. Moncton at that day had scarcely out-
grown the proportions and character of a village,
and its more recent growth and its importance as a
railway centre had scarcely been anticipated. The
First Moncton church then reported a membership
of 170 and the Second Moncton church about half
that number. The Convention at that date was only
sixteen years old. The number of delegates was 87,
representing a Baptist church-membership in the
Maritime Provinces of 23.677. Now we have a re-
ported membership of a little over §0.000 and the
average attend of delegates at Convention for
the past ten years has been about 300, from which it
appears that, in respect to numbers, the Convention
has considerably more than kept pace with its con-
stituency. This was naturally to be expected, since
the facilities of travel in all parts of the country are
now so much greater than they were forty years ago.
In material develop t and i of population
Moncton has of course much more than kept pace
‘with the country in general. The Baptist cause in
Mencton has grown and strengthened with the de-
velopment of the place. The First church, is now,
by several hundreds, the largest in the demomina-
tion, its reported membership last year being 1,159,
of whom however, as is the case with most other
churches, about 25 per cent. have to be classed as
‘* non-resident.”’ The church has been blessed with
a succession of able and faithful ministers. Among
those who, in more recent years, have served the
church in the pastorate, may be mentioned Rev. Dr.
Gates, now of Windsor, N. S., Rev. W. B. Hinson,
now of San Diego, Cal., and Rev. W. W, Weeks, of
Toronto. The present pastor, Rev. D. Hutchinson,
late of Brantford, Ont., has come to the church dur-
ing the past year. He is a man of strength and of
fine Christian spirit, who has already won a large
place in the esteem and affection of his people and
will, we doubt not, as he becomes better known
among us, win a similarly large place in the regard
of the whole denomination.

It is interesting to look back tothat first meeting
of the Convention in Moncton, and note who were
the leading spirits in the denomination at that date,
The Convention record informs us that the President
of the Convention in 1862 was Hon. J. W. Johnston
(the father of the late Judge Johnston.) The Secre-
taries were Revs. Isaiah Wallace  and E. C. Cady,
and the preacher of the Convention sermon was Rev.
Dr. Cramp, them President of Acadia College.
Among others who were generally found .in attend-
ance at the Conventions of that day and taking an
active part in its discussions, were Revs. Dr.
Tupper, S. Robinson, William Chipman, Dr. Spur-
den, Dr. Pryor, Thos. Todd, A, 8. Thompson, A.S.
Hunt, N. Vidito, J. Davis, W. G. Parker, G. F.
Miles, James Parker, D. W. C. Dimock, 8. W. D.
Blois, and along with these ministers, such men as
Hon. A. McL. Seely, Z. G. Gable, Hon. Jonathan
McCully, Hon. Dr. Parker and J. W. Barss. Of all
those named the last two only are still among us,
and they, to the sincere regret of their brethren, find
their physical strength'no longer equal to attend-
ance upon the meetings of the Convention. Men

who are now regarded as veterans in our ranks—as
for example—Edwin D. King, Herbert C. Creed,
“Revs, Dr. Bteele, E. N. Archibald, Joseph Murray,
T. A. Blackadar and ], Coombs, were then boys in
College, while some of us who have now attained to
the dignity of gray hairs had not then thought of
going to College.
The second meeting of the Convention in Moncton

was in 1884, twenty-two yu;sdht the first. The
number of delegates had then grown to be 252, and

tility of suggestion and prolixity of speech but without
mehh.uydlﬁlhm At last on motion the

the reported membership of the d ination was
40,362. At this meeting Rev. Dr. Sawyer presided,
and the preacher of the annual sermon was Rev, G.
Goodspeed, M. A., now Dr. Goodspeed of McMaster
University. The third meeting of the Convention in
Moncton took place just tem years ago, when C. B.
Whidden, Esq., of Antigonish presided, and the
sermon was preached by Rev. J. H. Foshay, then of
Yarmouth, The ber of delegates in attendance
was 310, and the reported membership of the church-
es 42,777.

B. Y. P, U.
WEDNESDAY EVENING.

There was a fairly good attendance of delegates for
the first meeting of Convention—a platform meeting in
the interest of the B. Y. P. U. work of the Maritime
Provinces. A welcome to the visiting delegates was ex-

“tended by Albert Weldon on behalf of the local Union,

and Rev, G. A. Laweon of Isasc’s Harbor responded. An
address was delivered by Rev. F. M. Young, who based
his remarks on Luke 2 : 9, “Wist ye tiot that I must be
about my Father's busivess.”’ It should be the business
of the Unions to bring Christ and the world together,
An address was also given by Rev. Dr. Burch, pastor of
the Zion Baptist church, Truro. He urged a greater
loyalty to Christ and his teachings on the part of the
young people. The last speaker of the evening was Rev.
J. D. Freeman who was heard with great pleasure as he
talked on the timely subject of spirituality.. We wish
that many more of our young could have been
present at this very helpful and inspiring service.
THURSDAY MORNING.

The first business session of the B. Y. P. U, Conven-
tion convened at 10 o'clock, with Pres. Lawson presid-
ing. On account of iliness the Sec'y.-Treas.,, Mr. A. E.
Wall, was unable to be present, and the report of statis-
tics, etc., was submitted by the asei y, Rev,
H. H. Saund This showed a bership of the 30
Unions reporting of 1500 active and 447 associate, with
6 Junior Unions having & membership of 379. Three
Unions have been organized the past year, and one re-
organized. Several of the largest unions did not report,

f to & committee which should re-
Mu?rﬁnyunlu
THURSDAY RVENING,

The first address was on * A Definite Pdrpose as reiated
to Success,’ and was delivered by Rev. H. F. Adsms, of
Truro, who spoke fluently on the influence of & definite
purpose on the life as shown in the history of successful
men in different walks of life, with special reference to
the purposeful life of Jesus Christ. The highest purpose
which a Christian can have -is to live the Christian life
after the example of Christ.

The second speaker wnll«. D B-tchl-und the
pastor of the Monct was M d to

with pleasure by his own cong; tion and the deleg:
present as he spoke of ' The Yon. Christian’s s.u
Heed.'! Young people should be heedful in respect to
their physical organism, for youthful excesses are drafts
drawn upon vitality which must sometime be paid with
heavy interest. Voung people should take heed to them-
selves lly. The speaker dwelt ngly upon the
need of care in the selection and nuse of reading matiers
Take heed socially. Voung people may rightly wish to
have a good time, but too often there is & wrong idea as
to what constitutes a good time. Anything which de-
grades or weakens a man physically, mentally, morally,
or spiritually cannot be a constituent part of a good time.
Take heed morally. The world needs and s calling out
for men of uprightness of life and nobility of character.
But above all take heed spiritually, for this ls the crown
and glory of manhood and womanhood.

FRIDAY MORNING,

The early morning prayer-meeting, led by Bro. Frank
Erb, was but poorly attended, but & precious season was
enjoyed by those present.

At 9 00 & business session was held to listen to the re.
port of the committee in regard to the future of the Con-
vention. The report recommended that next year the
Coavention hold a platform meeting on Thuraday even-

ing and the busi dons in the ings before the
ions of the Convention proper, and that the following
year a separate Convention be held. After another long
discuesion the dstions of the i were
dopted with the substituti of Friday evening for
Thursday if ng counld be made whereby that

but the work seems to have been carried on with R
success.

Adi fon arose in respect to a q
sent out yearly, viz , ber of
to our work.” It was thought that there would be some
difficulty in answering this in many instances. The
mutter was referred to a committee.

The election of officers Ited as foll +—Presid
Rey. G. A. Lawson, Issac's Harbor, N. 8.; Vice-Pres. for
N. B., R. J. Colpitts, Petitcodiac ; Vice-Pres, for P. E. L.,
Arthur Simpson, Cavendish ; Sec'y-Treas., Rev. ]J. H.
McDonald, Fredericton, N. B.; Asst, Sec’y., Rev. J. G.
A. Belyea, Westchester Station, N. S.; Editor B, Y. P,
U. column, Rev. W. N. Hutchins, Cauning, N. S.;
Transportation leaders, Rev. M. A. McLean, Truro, N.
8.; Albert Weldon, Moncton, N. B.; Rev. G. P. Ray-
mond, Charlottetown, P. E. I.

The guestion in regard to a convention of the young
people apart from the annual convention of the church
was introduced by Rev. G, W. Schurman, who lpoke

stroogly in favor of such a ti This p

stion on the cards

evening could be secured. The sessions closed with
prayer by Rev. H. F, Adama,
THE INSTITUTR.

The meetings of the Institute were held on Friday as
usual. Three papers were presented and discussed, one
in the mornitg and two in the afternoon, and both the
papers and the discussion by which they were followed
were of a highly interesting character. The morning
paper was by Rev. R. O. Morse, and the subject ** Ex-
pository Preaching,” received the thoughtful and judici-
ous trestment which was to be expected from the suttor.
The paper was received with very general appreciation,
and following the reading of it, there was a free discus-
sion in which quite'a number of the pastors and others
present took part; and which was doubtless of a generally
helpful character,

At the afternoon session a paper was read by Rev. K.
E. Daley of Bridgetown on The Milleninum in Relation to
the Second Coming of Christ. Mr. Daley took the pre-

ed a lively and almost interminable dhcn-ion in 'hlch
there were almost as many oplnlonl as there were speak-
ers. But the g 1 imp d to be that the
ar t was isfactory as far as results
vm concerned. On motion the guestion was at last
laid over until the afterncon.
THURSDAY AFTRRNOON.

After the opening ises an ani d and profitless
discussion was induiged inon a fon to add to the
statistical reports a questi king the ber trans-

ferred from the n-ochte to the u:ﬁn membership dur-
ing the year, The reports from associational Unions gave
no definite information respecting the work. The treas-
urer reported a balance of $31.82. A vote of thanks to

illenial view of the Second Coming, dealing with the
subject in vigorous style, presenting an exposition of a
number of passages from the Old and New Testament,
which are genmerally hield by the advocates of the pre.
millenial view to support their position. In the course
of his paper Mr. Daley also criticised quite freely, por-
tions of Dr. Goodspeed’s recently published book on the
Second Coming. The paper was well received, and the
vhupmmbdeddquuyhudm-nhhmwlmnnm-
ber of those present.

At the close of Mr. Daley’s paper it was anmounced
that some time would be given for discussion. Dr. Good-
speed being present was called npon to apeak, and upon
ddn(uldt.hnhehdwlthhhn & paper upon the same

Rev. J. W.:Brown, the retiring editor of the B. Y, P, U,
columns of the MESSENGER AND VISITOR was unani-
mously passed.

Rev, G. R. White gave a suggestive address on “ Our
Future Policy.”’ Having referred to the supreme im-
portance of the questions, and the crisis through which
the work is now pudnx. the npukn mmﬂy

ded the | f of t.he

pared for another occasion, and that if the
thuhpﬂiﬂ-dlthomﬂtﬁdmnmwu
the one which he had been announced to read in criticism
of Dr. Strong’s Ethical Monism. The Institute did pre-
fer it and Dr. Goodspeed accordingly read his paper on
the Second Coming which was a strong presentation of
the post-millennial view.

After the reading of the papers there was an open dis-

% Y p.u.mkndmmamnv
2 0O i He phasized the importance
olth-aducndoulmkdthnUnbundwmn
" a strong committee be appointed to and

for a course of study apart from the International Union.
This suggestion brought on a general and vigorouns dis-
cussion, and all who spoke seemed to favor such a course
of study. On motion the nominating committee were
instructed to name a committee as recommended. The
following were appointed : Revs. G. R. White, T, Trot-
ter, E. M. Keirstead, H. R. Hatch, C, H, Day. The ad-
j d di jon in ref to sep Y PU
Conmﬂonwthuukan up and called forth.great fer-

jon upon the subject participated in by Revs. E. E.
Paley, Prddutmd&&vﬂk,] D, Freeman, D.
Hutchinson, R, O. Morse, P. 8. McGregor, D. W. Cran-
dall, 8. McC. Black and W. A. Suelling. The discussion
indicated thaf while the prevailing view among our
ministers is atill in favor of the post-millennial position,
there is a disposition on the part of a growing number to
favor the pre-millennial view.

In the evening & meeting was held under the anspices
of the Institute at which Rev, E. T. Miller of Hebron,
N. 8., preached to & large congregation & practical and
searching discourse on the words of our Lord found in
Matt. 25 : 45. ** Inasmuch as ye did it not unto the least
of these, my brethren, ye did it not to me.” After the
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