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LOGAL LEGISLATURE

FREDERICTON, April 7.—The house
met at three o’clock.

Mr, Osman introduced a bill relat-
ing to cattle running at large.

Mr. Tweeddale introduced. a hbill to
amend the act to incorporate the
Maine ~ngd New Brunswick Eleotrical
Power Co., Ltd,

Mr, Tweeddale introduced a:bill re-
lating to rates and taxes. ;

Mr. Smith—In rising to dddress the
house in support of a resolution  of
which I gave notice, I could not do so
without considerable trepidation were
At not that I fully appreciate that the
‘hon, members of this house will heart-
ily concur in the spirit and letter of
this resolution. I feel satisfled that
it is one which will appeal to every
true and loyal citizen., The purport
of the resolution is similar to the one
moved at the coronation conference in
London in 1902 and to which Sir Wilfrid
Laurier gave his consent. I must ex-
press my admiration of the grard pol-
fcy of preferential tariff which is being
80 ably advocated by the Hon. Joseph
Chamberlain. It is one ' which will
give the colonies and the British Em-
pire a trade preference against the
world. Critics assert that this policy
has aroused no enthusiasm in Canada,
and that it has fallen flat in this coun-
try. I do not concur in this. If this
important question is worth consider-
ing, I think it should be considered now
when it is a live question.

During the past few years nearly
every industrial centre in different
parts of the empire has made declara-
tions on this subject, and I feel it is
the duty of boards of trade and of this
legidlature to” be heard on this ques-
tion. Such organizations as the boards
of trade represent the business inter-
ests of this country and since so much
importance is attached to Canadian
opinion they should be heard from in
regard to preferential tariff. The coun-
try i entering on a new era. TUp to
the year 1841 the affairs of Canada
were governed from the colonial office
in London. Up to 1867 we enjoyed re-
sponsible government on a restricted
scale, hut it was not until that year
that the country enjoyed the full pri-
vileges of responsible government. At
the time of confederation we found the
Dominion stretching from ocean to
ocean, but it was necessary to have a
great expansion of political ideas., We
are at present entering on a new chap-
ter of colonial history and the policy
of the present will determine to a great
extent the future of this empire. We
have come to a great crisis in our his-
tory and the empire hangs together by
a slender thread which but a breath
might separate. It was once asserted
that Engla looked forward to a time
when the colonies, having grown up
and b oming hardy and vigorous,
would have a strong desire for liberty
and wish to break off from the mother
land. This has not proved to be true.
T..e colonies 8 1 have every element of
national I Their possibilities of sep-
aration have become greater and
g ter, a1 ¥ are proud to say the

desire for semaration has become less.
Is it not possible that as the slender’]
wire cable carries a message across the
=cean that the turead of union uniting
us to the mother land is capable of
warry'ng an expression of sympathy
an( patri~tism twhich will bind us':nore

firi ly together ?
I'claim that no class w. receive
gr. ter benefit from this pdlicy than
the farmers of this country. It is with
a ( rill of p-ide we look at the great
o dle ~8 of the t-est and consider
their pousibilitics. It has been claimed
that Can.da déannot supply foodstuff
sufficient for the mother land. Let us
look for a moment at the vast areas
of Manitoba and the Northwest. It
has been estimated that in the next
ten years there will be ten million
acres of land wunder cultivation in
Manitoba. The crop from these will be
one hundred and seventy million bush-
els of wheat, ninety million bushels of
oats, twenty million bushels of barley
in the next ten years. It is right to
assume that the Northwest Territories
will be in a similar position. The
total output of Canada will then be
three hundred million bushels of wheat,
two hundred million bu~hels of oats
and ninety million bushels of barley.
The average consumption of the
mother land is from one hundred and
seventy-five million to two hundred
million bushels per year. The problem
then before us is not how can we rup-
ply the mother land, but what will we
do with our surplus products. This
principle has built up the republic to
the south of us and has enabled her
for so long to control the trade of
North America. The history of the
last thirty or forty yedrs has shown a
tendency towards the disappearing of
the small principalities and powers
which will gradually be gathered under
the flags of five or six great powers of
the world. We see Russia stretching
an arm across northern Furope grasp-
ing for more territory. Coming to Eu-
rope we see Germany and France as-
serting ihe same tendency. The Unit-
ed States is doingz everything to in-
crease her trade and strengthen her
hands for war. We are all glad to see
that Great Britain is increasing her
territcry, bettering her influence and
opening her fields to manufacturing
industries. The dominating power will
be the one which will carry on the
great interchange of trade within her
own borders and protect her own in-
dustries. We stand at the threshold
of a new era and there are great pos-
sibilities before us, and it is a great
privilege to be a young man at this
age. In the words of the poet Words-
worth, “But to be young was very
heaven.” We will surely be brought
into a complete consciousness of na-
tional life, which we lack. The great
question before us 18 will Canada
stand out alone and fn@ependent gr will
she take a course which will Bin@ her
closer to the lberty joving and law
abiding people of the Britlsh empire.

Mr. Morrison seid: Iy ristng to sec-
ond the resetcdan * wish te saw it is
oue whith ! am satisfled will meot
with the appreval #f Lthe whele Nouse.
I congrarulats the hem. mover of the
resoluiion &p Als cest animated, able
and slognent address, In wWhich he tully
sustained his reputation. The resoln-
tion on preferential trade is one bread
and deep. It is pleasant, indeed, to
have such a one before the house, and
I hope and trust there will be no party
division. The resolution is very gen-
eral in its terms, and I fee! that there
ought tc be a general principle in bind-
ing together the empire. I have the
greatest admiration towards the great
statesman who is advocating this pol-
icy and would hold a very prominent
position in the empire. Commerce is
the life of every ro~tion  ~hev aj] trv
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to make treaties with other nations to
extend their trade. It is the pride of
every loyal subject that Great Britain
has led the trade of the world, and it
is the desire of all that she shall con-
tinue to do so. The eyes of the mother
country have gradually been opened to
the colonies as markets for her manu-
factures, but colonial trade has not
heen carried on as much as it is de-
sired. Canada imports annually mill-
fons of dollars’ worth of goods from
foreign markets which ought to comé
‘from English markets. Canada pro-
duces annually milllons of dollars’
worth of food and farm products for
which a market must be obtained.
Great Britain is the natural market
for these products. The trade between
the colonies and the mother land needs
stimulation, and Mr. Chamberlain’s
scheme of mutual preference seems to
fulfil the demand and meet with gen-
eral approval. Why should not Great
Britain grant her colonies a preference
as against foreign powers, which are
her commercial enemies? The colonies
have stood by the empire in the past
and will spend their last man and dol-
lar in case of future trouble. Canada
has the soil and climate capable of
producing such products.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—I join in the ap-
plause -of the whole house of the able
and eloquent remarks of the member
from Carleton, and also those of the
member for Northumberland. There
is no one in this house who will net
heartily approve of the sentiments
contained in the resolution, but in my
judgment it does not go far enough.
It is silent with regard to a great for-
ward step which the people of Canada
have already taken in referenee to
inter-imparial trade preference. I
should be sorry if we should confine
our references to preferential trade to
what is taking place in England and
fail to recognize what hac taken place
on this side of the Atlantic. A few
years ago the people of Canada unso-
licited said we will admit British
goods to our markets on more favor-
abje terms than those of foreign na-
tions. At the instance of the domin-
ion parliament passed a bill giving
British goods a preference of 25 per
cent., which was afterwards increased
to 33 1-3 per cent. Canada did not bar-
gain in this instance, but said we re-
cognize what we owe to the mother
country and we desire to show our
appreciation of her by granting this
proof of our regard as a voluntary act.
This preference has produced the most
magnificent results. You have only to
take up the trade returns and you see
there that since the preference Canada
has purchased more largely from
Great Briiain than before.

But the greatest development has
been in the other directio» for our ex-
port trade to Great Britain has enor-
mously increased. This has been par-
ticularly the case in respect to agri-
cultural products, the export of which
has more than doubled. This is a
very gratifying result, and we would
not be doing justice to the dominion
government if we did not add to this
resolution some expression of our ap-
proval of what Canada has already
done for preferential trade.

Mr. Hazen—I 4id not have the slight-
est intention of taking any part in the
discussion, nor would I do so now but
for the extraordinary conduct of the
leader of the house in endeavoring to
give a political turn to a resolution
which had no such object. I join mest
heartily in the cengratulations to the
member for Carleton, and also to the
member for Northumberland, for their
most admirable speeches in support of
the resolution. It is practically the
same resolution which was passed at
the colonial conference, and it was
intended then that it should have been
followed up by similar resolutions,
which were to be passed by the vari-
ous public bodies and legislatures of
the colonies. It was only proper that
the resolution should be passed by this
house. It is idle to discuss the ques-
tion of the benefit which would result
from a mutual policy of preferential
trade between the colonies and the
mother country. That will be quite
different. from the jug-handled policy
which gives everything and receives
nothing in return. I regret that the
attorney general is trying by his am-
endment to turn this matter to a party
advantage, and desires to encumber
the resolution with an amendment
which is intended to support the pol-
icy of the government at Ottawa,
from which he expects to get money
to assist the embarrassed state of the
province.

In his most ‘extraordinary speech he
has referred to no facts or figures to
support the claim with reference to
the advantages of the Canadian pre-
ference. He says that our trade with
Great Britain has increased, and that
is true enough, but when he says that
preference did it, to what does he at-
tribute the fact that our trade with
the United States has increased to a
much greaer extent? I would ask him
how with a tariff that gives us no ad-
vantage in the British market, it can
be claimed that the preference has in-
creased our exports? The increase of
our exports to Great Britain is due to
the improvement in business, to the
fact that the Canadian farmeérs are
waking up to their opportunities, and
to the increased productivehess of the
dominion. It is absurd to say that our
increased exports are due to a tariff
which gives us no advantage in the
British market. Give us an advantage
in the markets of Great Britain, and
the result would be an immensely in-
creased volume of trade, and we would
soon be in a position to supply the
United Kingdom with all the bread-
stuffs and other food products they
would require, without having to de-
pénd on the United States and Russia.

Mr. Osman—I must congratulate the
memYers from Carleton =and North-
umbeMmané on thelr excalient speeches.
1 huve hear? them make many elo-
quent sddresses Yefors in ‘he commit-
te: udifo eccounts, Hut none gso
goed as e «peeches ‘oday. I am
deartily o 4ympathy with the vesolu-
Won a0 <ise with the amendment. I
‘Aave foflcwed (Rla question wih great
Weerest and Mave somotithes Nad my
a9pes sulsed 4nd «f other times 4a.
prespadk U fee) thar Mr Olhamberiain
her made « grea? sacrifice for ihe dake
&t preferantis) trade dut § thinw ne
wes moved to &0 €0 %Y the aeifnn of
thne govavamenl &t Ottawa. | herdiy
ink ¢ would bw falr for um who are
tn evmpathy wighh eo graet & move-
ment to pasr $hia resclution without
expressing dur approval of the action
of the dominion government.

Hon. Mr. Hl1—This {s & subject in
regard to which I differ from many
persons. This-imperfal preference has
become mixed up with a movement fqr
a closer political alllance with the
mother land, involving larger respon-
sibilities and a greater expenditure for

that our present tie to Great Britain
is the best possible, because it is loose
and elastic. There was a time when
the tie was closer, when the governors
sent from England to the colonies were
actual rulers and when the people had
little to say in the government of the
country. Then upper and lower Can-
ada was seething with rebellion, but
now since responsible government
has been established the loyalty and
attachment of the colontes to the,
mother country has been manifested
in many ways. Witness the thousands
of men sent out by the colonies to as-
sist In the war in South Africa, and
four times as many could have been
had if they had been needed. England
can depend on the loyalty of her peo-
ple across the sea. If there was such
a feeling in a small war such as that
in South Africa, what wouild it be in a
struggle in which Great Britain was
really in danger. Every man and every
dollar that the colonies possessed
would be at their service. We are at--
tached to England by the tles of lifer-
ature and language as well of nation-
ality. But I do not look with sympa-
they on the proposal to tax the food of
the British working classes for the
benefit of Canada. The margin which
they have to live on is very small, and
if their living was made dearer they
would suffer. Why should we wish to
tax the British working man? It is for
our interest that England shall re-
main prosperous and continue to be
the  leading manufacturing nation of
the world. What are a few cents on
a bushel of wheat to a Manitoba farm-
er? I do not think that there is the
slightest prospect of the British peo-
ple accepting Mr. Chamberlain’s pre-
ferential scheme. I shall vote for the
resolution on account of the excellent
amendment which will be attached to
it.

Mr. Loggie—I have listened with in-
terest to the address on this resolu-
tion, but I confess there is one phase
of it which T do not approve., the at-
temt to divide the house on federal
party lines. We were not sent here to
discuss the whys and wherefores of
legislatton at Ottawa, and I should
hesitate to vote on any resolution that
would give a color to my federal be-
liefs. I differ from the member from
Charlotte in his view as to effects of
preferential trade, for while the price
of bread might be slightly increased
the duties on the necessaries of life
might be lightened. Here we are deal-
ing with a broad principle that ought
to commend itself to the house. I do
not agree with the leader of the oppo-
sition when he characterizes the pre-
sent preference as one-sided. I think
that it was a matter of policy, but I
also think it is not wise for us to draw
distinct party lines. 1 was not sent
here to pass on the legislation of the
dominion government.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—How does it dif-
fer from passing an opinion on what
they are doing in Great Britain?

Mr. Loggie—In Great Britain they
have neot passed on preferential trade, |
they have only talked about it. This is
a coadlition and we are a certain oppo-
sition and ought to stand on party
platforms.

Mr. Copp—I would not have spoken
on this subject but for the remark of
the member for Northumberland. He
says that this is a party question, and ]
therefore I will speak upon it as al

arty man. I was at a meeting of |
the Beard of Trade, where a resolution
similar to this was passed, and I have
neticed that these resolutions all ema-
nate from gentlemen belonging to one
political party. I camnot see how the
mover of thi- resolution could have |
thought that it was possible to discuss
it without politics. If we are going teo
take any part in deelaring ourselves
in favor of preferential trade it is only
fair that we should give credit where
eredit is due. The present dominion
government not only gave the mother
country a preference, but they gave it
assistance in the war in South Africa.
I feel that the dominion government
has done great things in bringing
about preferential trade, and there-
fore I shall vote for the amendment.

Mr. Smith—When I proposed this re-
solution I did not think it would bring
on such a serious debate. I think,
however, that we can afford to adopt
this amendment, whatever our politi-
cal faith may be, because the prefer-
ence given by the deminion govern-
ment is a step in the right direction.

The amendment was then put and
carried, and the resolution as amended
was agreed to unanimously.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley introduced a bill
to amend the act relating to the con-
solidation of the statutes. He said
that the object of the bill was to make
provision for a larger sum for the
work than was originally contemplat-
ed. When the act was passed it was
thought that $20,000 would be suffi-
cient, but the work had proved much
more volurrinous than was anticipat-
ed. The printing bills were very heavy
and about $15,000 niore would be re-
quired.

The house went into committee on
bills, Mr. Jones in the chair.

The bill to incorporate the Citi-
zens’ Telephone Company was agreed
to.

Hon. Mr. HIill explained that the
object of the bill was to extend a tele-
rhone service to some districts in
Charlotte and York that have no tele-
phone.

Mr. Lantalum’s bill to enable per-
sons in St. John who do not owe more
than two years’ taxes to vote at civic
elections was agreed to.

Mr. Robertson’s bill to confirm the
agreement made between the city of
St. John -rd the Imperial Dry Dock
Company was agreed to.

7he bill in further amendment of the
law ralating to the levying and assess-
ing of ratas end texes in St. John was
then tsizen wp. This Dbill alters the
methods of taxing banks, imposing a
license 262 of 3560 on banks not having
their bead offices in St. John and a tax
of cne-fifteenth of one per cent. on the
average amount of loans and deposits.
7t ajso alters the mode of taxing the
Ramk of New Brunewick by relieving
§¢ of sny assessment on its capital
gtock and requiring it to pay a license
fes of $2,500 and aiso eme-fifteenth of
ona per cent, on its average loans and
daposits.

Mr. Purdy said that the bill as
amandéd had been agreed to by the
commor: esuncil of the city of St. John,
and the {bree membars for St. John
wers aigo in favor of it, so he thought
it ought to pass. :

My. Copp—I regret havine to arise to

militarv and naval rurpases, I think | ghould confer with the

oppose this Bill. Last session the city
of $t. John applied for stmilar legisla~
tion, and after delegatiéns had been
heard the bill was withdrawn with a |
distinct understanding that during the |
recess the representatives of the city
local branch

| right to come here again and again

R — ~ .

banks and endeavor to reach some
equitable system of assessment. The
common council .of Bt. John are not
unanimous with regard to this biil.
The notice of publication on which the
committee on standing rules acted re-
lated only to the taxation of branch
banks, but when the bill went to the
committee on municipalities its char-
acter was wholly altered and it dealt
with the Bank of New Brunswick. I
submit that this was not fair to the
branch banks to deal with the bfll in
this way. If the Bank of New Bruns-
wick wishes its taxes reduced let it
give notice of publication in the usual
way. I am eppesed to the taxation of
braneh banks by a licenmse fee, bécause
i is an upjust class of legisiation, and
because ¥ we do this for St. John every
eity and town in the provinee will be
asking for authority te impese a sim-
flar fee on branch banks. I therefore
move that this bill be further con-
sidered this day three months. *

Mr. Grimmer said: I second this re-
solution’ with pleasyre, and I wish to
re-echo most heartily the remarks of
the member for Westmorland. This
legislation is more far reaching in its
effects than appears on the surface.
‘When the provinecial license system
was introduced the Hon. Mr. Blair said
that if the provincial license fee was
not imposed the municipalities would
be asking for the same right and this
would prevent them.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—I never heard of
such a thing as that being mentioned.
It wais never suggested that the prev-
incial M .ense would interfere with local
taxation.

Mr. ‘rimmer—The fact that the at-
torney general does not remember dees
not make ‘it impeossible. The effect of
this legislation if passed would not end
here. .Only two or three years age ap-
plication was made by the gt. Stephen’s
Bank to tax the branch of the Bank of
Nova Scotia in that town, and If it
had been granted the Bank of Nova
Scotia would have been driven out of
business in Bt. Stephen. The same
thing was done in Calais at the in-
stanze of the National Bank there and
the Bank of Nova Scotia was driven
out, Yet the results were so disas-
trous that the very people who moved
for this legislation for their protection
had to organize another bank. If this
bill is passed the St. Stephen’s Bank
will be here again asking for higher
taxation on branch banks which com-
pete with it.

Mr. Robertson—As one of the repre-
sentatives of St. John it is my duty to
say a word about this bill. After much
labor and discussion it has been pre-
pared and has been accepted by the
council for the eity of St. John. There
is no reason why great corporations
such as banks should not pay a fair
rate of taxation. The question of
civil assessment is a most difficult one,
and this is one of the efforts of the
city of St. John to solve it. It has
been said that we come here too often,
but the corporation of St. John has a

and ask for such legislation as it re-
quires. I trust that this bill will be
dealt with fairly and passed.

, Mr. Osman —I listened with much
surprise to the motion of the hon.
member from Westmorland. It seems
to me to be a lack of couartesy since the
three members from St. John are un-
animous in favor of the kill, and since
the matter has been fully thrashed out
in the committee and js fdvorable to
all parttes comcerned.

Mr. Loggie—I am strongly opposed
to the passing of the bill with the
amendment, which to my mind does
not pertain to the act as presented.
The Bank of New Brunswick, it seems,
Is to be taxed on an entirely different
basis from the other banks, and if
this is to be so, separate legislation
shoull be seught.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—I desire to say a
few words in this connection. I must
express a considerable degree of sur-
prise when after the bill had received
a thorough investigation in committee,
after delegations of bankers and the
Cemmon Council ef St. John had been
heard, after the bill had received the
approval of the three members frem
the city of St. Johmn, that a member
from another county should move that
it be given a three menths’ hoist. It
has been the custom of the house to
give the utmest consideration toe such
impertant bills from city and ecounty,
and the house osught to be guided hy
the feeling and wishes of the repre-
sentatives from that city or ceunty,
since thsy are better aeguainted with
the needs of the locality and are more
directly responsible to the people.
Now the bill has been approved by
the three members, and also by a re-
solution from the City Council of St.
Jahn. 1Its provisions are that in addj-
tion to the regular license fee of $500
paid by branch banks, the Bank of
New Brunswick should pay $2,000. In
case the bank increases its capital
stock above one million, it shall pay a
tax of one-temth of one per cent. I
think this is a most equitable arrange-
ment, and doubtless the city of St.
John needs the extra amount. It has
been agreed that other cities and
towns might also wish to increase the
tax on local banks. I think this will
be a sufficient indication that the peo-
ple think the banks should pay more,
and they are in a position to know.
The license fee would not be so large
as $57% in a small tewn, but would be
in propertion to the pepulation, and be-
sides it is very difficult to arrive at a
proper system of taxatien for banks.
Here, I think, has been devised an
equitable and preper system of taxa-
tion. Since the bill has been thrashed
out in committee and is satisfactory to
the members from St. John, it is very
desirable that it should bz adopted.

Mr. Hazen—I wish to speak briefly
from the standpoint of a ratepayer and
citizen of St. John. I am strongly op-
posed to any tinkering with the system
of assessment in the city in regard to
banks. It is a decided mistake to go
to work piecemeal and seek legislation
to tax certain banks instead of 3at-
tempting to devise a general act which
will cever all cases. Every merchant
in the city is liable to taxation to the
full amount ef his stock ia trade, and
corporations pay very heavy taxes on
all their stock in trade, bonds and per-
senal preperty. Why should a man
pay taxes on personal preperty and not
the Bank of New Brunswick ? I agree
in a large measure that the Bank ot;
New Bruns#ick attachment has no
connection with the bill as advertise@.
The action of the Bank ef New Bruns-
wick coming tn amd foreing this am-
endment has caused tHe provision of

S

| license wiiséh woutd keep people out

member not know that the reasonable-
ness of $500 was pever questioned?

Mr. Hazen—I claim that it was not
discussed In committes. Moreover, I
dispute the statement that the city |
council of gt. John is In favor of the
bill, singe at thé récent meeting only
seven out of nine were in favor, there
being sixteen members in the couneil,
and the seven accepted a compromise
be;‘ause they were afrald the house
was against them, THe system of ase
sessment in &t. John {s antiquated and
bad, and a system should be previded
more in keeping with the advancement
and progress of the times.

Progress was reported.

House adjourrmed at six o’clock.

FREDERICTON, April 8—The house
met at three o'cleek.

THe Hom. Mr. Pugsley said he re-
sretted to inferm e house that the
prewder owing to fllmess was unable to
be present. He had Intended io deliv-
er the budget speech today, but was
now confined to his bed, being threat-
ened with pleurisy ‘and #light conges-
tion. If the premier was unable to be
in the house on Meonday arrangements
Wil be made by which the budget
speech would be delivered by one of his
colleagues.

The govermment hope to conclude the
work of the session by the end of next
weelk,

Mr. Osman presented the petition of
the Harvey and Salisbury Railway
Co. fer a substdy.

The speaker said this petition cogld
not Be reecetved under the rules of the
heuse. -

Hon. Mr. Pugsley laid on the table
the fifth number of the collections of
the New Brunswick Historical So-
ciety.

At feur o’'clock tMe lieutenant gov-
ernor came to the house anl aswehted
to all the bils whieh thée house had
passed. X

The house went into committee on
the bill relating to the city ef Monc-
ton.

Hon. Mr. Sweeney explained that all
the sections of this bill had been pass-
ed except numbers four and five.

The fourth section had beea object-
ed to because it gave the right, to im-
pose a license fee or tax on nom-resi-
dents living outside who came into
Moncton te work. This was opposed
by two of the Westmerland members,
but an agreement was areived at
amending the .seetion by excepting
persons employed in the Intereolonial
railway workshops or on any govern-
ment work and also members of the
learned professions. When the bill
was referred back to the committee
Sections four and five were struck out
regardless of the wishes of those inter-
ested. Iie now moved that the arrange-
ment whijch had been made be carried
out. This is not new legislation, for in
1870 the same right was given to the
city of St. John, and 1898 to the town of
Campbellton. He knew of no goed
reason why Meoneton should not have
the same kind of legislation, altheugh
personally he might not approve of the
principle ypon which it is based.

Mr. Ryan said the amendment did
rot go quite far enough, for there were
a number of men who lived in his
roighborhood and who worked in the
faetortes in Memeton who had as good
a right to be excepted as those who
worled in the railway sheps. If the
sectien was not amended so* as to in-
clude them hé would oppose it. .

Mr. Osman thought the principle in
volved in this legislation was a wrong
oene. We sghould not be building up
walls aropnd eur towns and eities,

Mr. King said that this was class
legiglation and against the interests
of the peeple of the prowince, and the
fact that the people of Moncton were
agreed upon it was neothing to the
purpose if it interfered with the rights
of perseng who did net reside in Monc-
ton. If this sectien passed it would
place every contractor and every per-
son who went to work in Mencton at
the mercy of the town ceuncil. Phe
fact that other towns had simflar legis-
lation was beside the question, for
sueh legislation was bad in prineiple,
and it was not necessary for fhe house
to follow a bad preecedent. The speak-
er sald that the principle on which
this legislation was based Kad been’
well established, not enly in aets re-
lating to St. John, Fredesistem and
other places, but aipo in ¥he- gomaral
ineerporatien aet in the edhseiidatod
statutes. Awny tewn incerporated
under that aet could de what Menec-
ton is new asking to be allowad te do.
If the people of Moncton are denied |
this legislation they will feel that they
are not receivimg the same considera-
tion as other towns. They only ask
the same rights that other towns are
enjeying,

Hon. Mr. Pugsley said that the ob- !
ject of sueh legislation was not to
keep outsiders from working in the |
town but te get a small revenue from |
them for the Support of its services. |
They were entering into competition |
with men who weré taxpayers, and he
was not entirely satisfied that the
principle was a bad one. In the case |
of St. John all the by-laws passed byi
that city nryst be approved by the |
governmient in council, and this ought
to be done here, so that no exeessive
license fee may not be charged.

Mr. Osman was opposed to the prin-
ciple of s&uol legislation, but if the
right was given fo Moncton the people |
of Albert would also be claiming it, |
and men liytng in Westmerland who
now come to Albert to woerk would be
shut out.

Hon. Mr. Hjll had always been op-
posed to this kind of legislation. Every
citizen of New Brunswiek ouyght to be
free to work agywhere in thé province.
A citizen of New Brunswick can go
to any state in the umjon and work. It
is a very narrew principle to seek to
shut out outsiders, and he regretted
that the city ef St. John W%s the first
to begin it. e would eppese all such
legislation as this, and ke woudd go
further and repeal the legislation that
had already been passed witich pre-
vented werking men living In the pro-
vince from Working wherever they
pleased. The fact that we have done
wrong once f8 fivo reasen why we weuld
be ing to do wromg .

Hon. Mr. Sweeney sal Ke did not see
any goed reason why legf#fation of this
kind should not be given to Moncton
as well as any other city. Moneton
was qgite a grewing and infitential
city and it was not the obfect to put a

of the cit¥, Fut to induce as many as
possible to come. He did nét thinwk it
was fair to allow a large number of

a Hecense of $500 for branch banks to
be completaly ignored. It was not con- |
sidered whether this was a just
ameunt or met. T am not in favor of
exempting branch basiks, buk ft should
have been censidered in committee
whether 3560 was just.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—Does the hon. |

workmey residing cutside the limits to
enjoy afl the privileges of citizenship
witheut paying a small tax. He did
not see why the amendment should net
pass, and was errly asking for the same
privileges which other cities of the
province enjoy.

Mr, Loggie said the case of Moncton

government employes should be
empt from taxation.
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was not parallel to that of smaller
towns. He thought it ynreasonable to
tax these people who resided outside of
the city. It was most difficult to en-
force the act in Chatham. He was in
favor of doing away with such legisla~
tion.

Mr. Robertson said he did not think
it was fair that working men residing
in the city should be taxed and one
fesiding outside the limits and enjoy-
ing the same pFivileges should escape
tazation.

Mr. Cc!gg’)X said he was strongly op-
posed to that c¢lass of legislation being
granted to any towh or cfty. It only
tended to build walis round the eity. He
did not agree that a tax should be
plagced on employes coming into the
city from outside, not even if it 4id in-
duce them to become citizens. It was
net proper to induce mep to leave the
country and go to the city. He was
strongly opposed to the principle of
the bill and thought that all present
acts ghould be repealed. He thought
that the eity of Moncton should have
the same privileges as other towns.

Mr. King thought the hon. member
from Westmorland esuld claim a right
to legislation if it affected the town of

Moncton alene, but not if it affected !

perso.s residing outside.

Mr. Legere was strongly opposed to
the principle of the bill, but if Monc-
ton wished .such legislation it should
have the same privileges as other
cities. He was oppesed to exempting
the parish of Coverdale to the detri-
ment eof the other surrounding par-
ishes. Legislation should also abolish
such laws.

Mr. Ryan did not think that gov-
ernment employes should be exempt
from taxation.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley was strongly con-
vinced that it was not proper legisla-
tion to protect any class of empioyes
to the detriment of others. He did
not see why government employes
should be exempt. The ligense fees
ghould be the same on all classes. He
did not think it was proper to tax
fome resldents of Coverdale and ex-
empt others who are government em-
pleyes.

Hen. Mr. Sweeney admitted that the
principle of the legislation was not
good, but claimed the same rights for
Moncton.

Mr. Ryan moved, seconded by Mr.
OsmMan, that ile parish of Coverdale
be exempt from the provisions of this
act,

Hon. Speaker Robinson did not see
why the parish of Coverdale should
be exempt, where a large number of
employes residing out of Moncton who
eéarn thelr living in that ctty and en-
joy the benefits but, pay no taxes. It
was pernieious legislation, and they
sheuld be called upon to pay a small
t@ax. He thought Mencton should be
granted the legislation.

Mr. Osman steted that the members
frem Albert were not endorsing the
principle of the bill, but moved that
amendment simply to prevent per-
nfefous legislation from applying to
Albert ceunty,

Mr. Clark said he was in favor of
the amendment since the people of
Coverdale wished to be proteeted from
the preteetion of the city of Moncton.

Mr. McLatchéy said that a large

number of members were opposed to
the legislation on princinle, but would.

vote for the city of Moncton. 1In re-

gard to Campbeliton the act was not
weorkable there.
very pernicious legislation to tax‘,peo-

‘ple living around a city who helped to
build it.

should be treated alike.

He ‘hought it was

All clagses of employes

Hon. Mr. Pugsley said he was op-

posed to a class of legislation which
exempted any class of employes from
taxation.
beeause the members from Westmor-
land wished it.

He would support the bill

Hon. Mr. Hill was opposed to both

sections,

Mr. Morrison did not see why the

ex-

Mr. King thought that class legis-

latien shouid not be passed. The mem-
bers who advocated the bill were op-
‘posed to it on principle, and did not
advance one single argument
favor.
tige as legislaters they want this leg-
islation
section
amendment is worse.
lation should not be
statute book.

in its
Simply to sustain their pres-

én  sympathy. The original
is absolutely bad, but the
Such class legis-
placed on the

The original section was then car-

ried.

Sub-section 2 to exempt the em-

ployes of the I. C. R. from taxation was
deferred.

Progress was reported.
Mr. Whitehead presented the petition

of the mayor and cemmonalty of the
city of Fredericton in favor of a bill
to further improve the water system
of that city. He afo presented their
petition ih favor of a bill relating to
the police system of the said city.

The house took recess.
The house resumed at eight o’clock.
Mn Osman Introduc®d a bill to pre-

vent the impesition of certain license
fees.
the bifl was to prevent legislation of
a sectiomal character impesing licen-
seg on nen-residents who worked in a
efty, tewn or municipality and to re-
peal all legislation permitting
licenses.

¥e explained that the obhject of

such

Mr. Legere presented the petition of

T. M. Bacon and 170 other persons em-
pleved in Moncton against any legis-
latien réquiring them to pay lisenses.

The heuse went into committee on

the highway bill, Mr. Copp in the chair.

Hon. Mr. Labillois moved that the

following be section 42 of the bill;

e e,

1. After the expiration of one yasy
from the date of the proclammtior} by
virtue of which this act i8 to be brouchs
into forse, no action shall be broy.,
or maintained to recover the Price
value of any wagen manufaci,
built or imperted into the provinca
New Brunswick having an axle of 11
or 15-8 inches a thimble skein ax|-
212, 23-4 or 3 inch diameter unless
tires thereof be and are 21-2 {nche:
width or for any wagon as aforee
having an iron axie of 18-4 inches
thimble skein axte of 2 1-4 inch diam--
uniess the tires of said wagen he
are 3 inches in width or for any v
on as aforesald having an iron axi-

2 inches or 21-4 and a thimble ak
axle of 81-2 inches or 33-4 inche:
diameter unless the tires thereot °.
and are 38 ¥-2 and 4 inches in width -
for any single hoérse, sloven, wogon
aforesaid having an axle 2 inches
diameter wunless the tires thereos
and are 3 inches in width or for -
two hrrse sloven wagon as afore:
having ah axile 21-2 inch2s in diam
unless the tires thereof be and
inches in width.

Z. From and after the first d--
January in the year of our Lord
thousand nine hundred and to
(?) no persons shall use ar emp!

draft purposes on any highway
wagon or wagons having axles of
dimensions as above specified
the tires of the said wagon or w
are of the dimensions above e
The owners or persons in charge
such wagon or wagons shall for r
offence against this sub-sectior
on symmary conviction on compi
any person a penalty of five dolln;
Hon. Mr. Labillois said: Du
recess he had consulted the a
large manufacturers in the v

to use a four inch

also manufacturers in the
and this section agreed wit
views.

Mr. Flemming 'said that v
bill was before the committe:
poimted out that the width of
was greatér than was in the
of the publieé or of the manuf
This seetion dtd meet the v
many loeal men and was obi
by three manufacturers in W:
one in Andover and the age:
Ontario firm who he had con:
the subjact. He thought it
be amended by making the t
inches for a two inch axle, 21
inch and three-quarter ax]
ingches for an axle above 2 in

Hon. Mr. Labilleis said he h
the opinion of the Massey Ha:
pany, Frost & Wood and oth
facturers, and they agtreed
section. With regard to the benefit
wide tires the -best test on this &
ject had been made in the U. S.
the university of Missourl He 1
from the Engineering News, an A
erican raflway journal, the follo
account of these tests: The grea
test to show the influence of wide t.
on draft wagons: was carried on
the university of the state of Misso
and the results were recently p
lished. The tests were eonducted wi
11-2 and 6 inch tires on dirt, gruv
and macadam roads and in plough
flelds, meadows and farm pastu:
under varieus surface conditions
a macadam street, hard, smooth, ne
Iy level and comparatively free f
dust, loose stone or sand, the dif
ence in favor of the broad tire w
average of 26 per cent. In other words,
the draft required to haul two thou-
8and pounds on narrow tire wheecls
would have hauled 2,518 pounds on
the broad tires. Another test on
gravel ro.ds under six conditions of
surface as an average of the six trials,
the broad tires would have hauled
2,482 pounds against 2,000 pounds for
the narrow tires. Nine sets of testg
were made over dirt and clay roads
varying 1In surface condition fron
£mooth, hard and dustless, to deep and
8tiff mud. Under the second condi
tions the average for the broad over
the narrow tires ranged from 52 t
per cent. Tests made on me
vastures, stubble land, corn land
vloughed ground, both dry and h
and wet and soft, showed a differ:
in favor of the broad tire ranging f1
17 to 120 per cent.

Mr. DMorrissey thought this hill
would work a hardship on persons who
had to take in supplies on porta
voads, on which it would be impossiu
tire. Such wi
tires have been found unsuitable, ar
he thought that a three inch tire o
a two inch axle would meet all the rc-
quirements.

The section was then put and agreed
to.

Hon. Mr. Labillois moved that
following be section 56 of the bill,

The provisions of this act generally
shall apply to all cities, towns or paras
ishes or parts thereof, but only in eo
far as the same are consistent w=rith
any special or local laws concerning
highways, in force in any such aity,
town parish, or part thereof, prowid-
ed that when any such special or local
law may be in force the chief com-
missioner may appoint one or more
special commissioners for the purpose
of expending all such money« as may
be set apart by the said chief com-
missioner from a provincial grant for
expenditure upon the highways in suchk
localities. \

Mr. Flemming—That meang that tke
county of St. John is excepted.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—It applies equally
to any city or town that has a special
local act.

Mr. Flemming—Every municipality in
the province s taxed and the money
handed over to the chief commissioner

the
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