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If You Should be
Burned Out What
Is The Replace-
ment Value of
Your Household
Furniture?

How do the figures compare with the Fire In-
surance you carry? Will you compare them to-
night just to eatisfy yourself. Then telephone this
office for the additional insurance you should have.

Low rates and the strongest of English and
French companies.

W. E. ANDERSON

ALL LINES OF INSURANCE
8 Market Square

Phone House M. 2762.
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Phone M. 2866.
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LIMITED

North Wharf
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ABSOLUTELY
FIRE PROOF

Gyproc Wall Board
Asbestos Shingles
Cemo Stucco

Metal Lath

Metal Shingles
Interlocking Tile °
Five Lhingo

Fire Bricks
Asbestos Cement
Building Bricks

GANDY & ALLISON

Suint John, - N B.
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" Week. Mr. Smith will speak in other

v

CALEDONIAN
INSURANCE
~ COMPAN

. 'The Oldest Scottish Fire Office

4

COWIE & EDWARDS

‘ deneral Agents for New Brunswick,
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Next To

Comes

_Fire Protection

Do all you can to
prevent fire.

> * % &

% B % B
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& Son.

Genieral Insurance
67 Prince William St.

Fire Prevention

: ‘Butpmomootymmaeﬂ'f
by letting” us run the
risk.

You may be the next
—]let us protect you.

Geo. L. Fairweather
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“ing to $5.10 per caipta of the entire

Fire Underwriters. .

tirely new, extra strong and durable,
should see it before selecting your new roof.

&8

quality.

g8 a Jire-guard

Re-roof with these shingles and cut down your insurance rates.

Come in and see our new ART-BLEND GIANT TWIN SHINGLES, something en-
the most beautiful shingle on the market. You

p . Est. 1870

< : $ ,
§  Market Square, Saint John, N. B. o DARYL FAIRNEATHER
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BIRD'S ASPHALT SHINGLES are ﬁre-u{e and passed by the National Board oﬁ!

These roofings are manufactured by Bird & Son, Ltd., who have been established
ce 1795,—130 years experience built into these roof products are your guarantee

Gandy & Allison, Limited

3 and 4 North Wharf, Saint John, N. B.
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COMMISSIONER TELLS
OF HUGE LOSSES IN

CANADA FROM FIRES

Says $;16,000,000 Worth of Property Burned Up Last Year
—Holds Negligence Responsible For Most of De-
struction—Speaks Again Today

J GROVE SMITH, Dominion Fire Commissioner, yesterday de-
* Jivered an address before the New Brunswick Board of Fire
Underwriters in their rooms, Princess street, in which he placed
the blame for most of the fires that occur in Canada upon the

shoulders of careless individuals.

In the year 1924 there was

burned in Canada, he said, real property worth nearly $46,000,-
000, exclusive of the incalculable waste of merchantable timber
in forest fires. This loss amounted to $5.10 for every man, woman

and child in the Dominion.

Mr. Smith drew several comparisons to show that the loss by
fire far exceeded the value of goods produced in several lines of

industry. 'He urged that people

be more cautious and especially

that fire prevention be taught children in the schools.

L. W. Nickerson occupied the chair
at the largely attended meeting which
tendered a hearty vote of thanks to
the -speakers. Mr. Smith will address
school children of the city this morn-
ing in the Imperial Theatre, the week
of Oct. 4 having been declared by vice-
regal proclamation as Fire Prevention

New Brunswick centres.
* MR. SMITH’S ADDRESS.

Mr. Smith’s address was in part as
follows: i

Once again, by royal proclamation,
the people of Canada are directed to
observe the. week commencing Oct. 4
as Fire Prevention Week. In the most
emphati¢ manner are they enjoined to
correct these conditions which menace
our national prosperity by destroying
created wealth and human life.

The remark of the Chief Justice to
Falstaff, “Your means are very slender
and your waste great,” might truth-
fully be applied to the people of Can-
ada. During the last ten years the
value of insurable property destroyed
by fire exceeded $370,000,000. In the
year 1924 we burned real property
worth $45,906,531, exclusive of the in-
calculable waste of merchantable tim-
ber in forest fires. This loss, amount-

population of Canada, does not, how-
ever, represent the whole story. he
incidental costs:'of fire insurance and
firg protection more than doubled the
burden.

SPENT ON PROTECTION.

Premiums paid to fire insurance
companies in excess of the sum re-
turned to policyholders for losses sus-
tained amounted to $25,780,000; the
cost of maintaining municipal water-
works and public fire departments for
fire extinguishment purposes totalled
$22,024,975; and the sum spent upon
miscellaneous private fire protection
systems reached approximately $12,-
100,000. Including property values de-
stroyed and the costs incidental there-
to, the people of Canada in the year
1924 incurred an unproductive fire ex=
penditure of $105,761,506.

DRAWS COMPARISONS.

Let us analyze this figure in order
that we may grasp its magnitude. It
represents an average waste and ex-
penditure of $287,671 daily, or roughly
$200 every minute throughout the year.
It is almost one-third the total Do-
minion revenue, only $30,000,000 less
than the interest on our public debt,
about equal to the revenue from cus-
toms, $20,000,800 greater than the rev-
enue from the sales tax, almost double
the revenue from the income tax, three
times as great as the revenue from ex-
cise, and it exceeds by almost four
times the post office revenue. It is
$80,000,000 more than the total receipts
of all provinces from taxation, licenses
and fees, and only $16,000,000 less than
the total expenditure of Canada upon
public education.

CONSTRUCTION COSTS.

Compared with primary production
in 1924, it was 40 per cent of the value
produced by our forests, 50 per cent,of
the value produced by our mines, over
$40,000,000 greater than our .fisheries
production, $15,000,000 greater than the
revenue from hydro-electric power de-
velopment, $6,000,000 greater than our
wood pulp production, over $30,000,000
greater than our coal production, four
times as great as our gold production
and almost nine times as great as ‘the
value produced by our silver mines.

Compared with building construction
in Canada, it was fourteen million dol-
lars more than the cost of all the
dwellings and thirty-two million dol-
lars more than the cost of all the busi-
ness buildings erected in- 1924. It

would have financed the construction
of five times the factories built and
extended in Canada.,

INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION.

As compared with industrial produc-
tion in Canada, it was many millions
of dollars greater than the value of the
output of oir butter and cheese fac-
tories, automobile factories, cotton
mills, sugar refineries, or oil distilla-
tion plants. It was more than double
the value produced by our boot and
shoe factories, knitting mills, confec-
tionery and . biscuit factories, clothing
factories, woodworking establishments,
foundries and machine shops, or print-
ing works. It was over four times as
great as the value produced by our
furniture factories, paint works, agri-
cultiral implement factories, fruit can-
neries, or woolen mills.

Capitalized at five per cent. this tre-
mendous annual expenditure represents
the sum of $2,115,000,000. This sum
fs almost equal to the total investment
of our steam railways in road and
equipment and onl a little less than
Canada’s national debt.

And the fire waste and fire cost is
a glgantic tax. The burden descends

upon us intimately, individually and
inescapably.

It enters into cost of

every purchase we make since the ex-
pense of insurance and of local taxa-
tion Is incorporated into the price of
every commodity and every service. As
insurance rates invariably are an index
of the fire loss ratio, it follows that
the higher the loss, the greater the pre-
mium that the piblic through its com-
modity purchases must pay. Every
loaf of bread and every automobile
costs more because of the fire waste.
The burden rests squarely upon the
shoulders of every Canadian. :

127,000 OUT OF WORK.

Furthermore, it must not be forgot-
ten that when industrial plants are
attacked by fire, hundreds and some-
times thousands of men and women are
suddenly thrown out of employment.
Last year mote than 127,000 Canadian
employes were thus affected for variots
periods of time. Unemployment re-
duces the - purchasing power of the
whole community and lowers the stan-
dards of living for those most intimate-
ly concerned.

Never a day passes In Canada with-
out sbme industry closing down as the
result of fire. In about thirty per cent.
of the heavy loss fires, all efforts to
reconstruct the buildings and continue
business are abandoped. Burned pro-
perties and idle industries pay no taxes.
But the communities’ budget reqtire-
ments cannot be dispensed with. So
an increased charge must be levied
against those whose properties stand
intact. ‘The careful citizen must
shoulder the penalty.

LOSS OF HUMAN LIFE.

In addition, the expense of public
fire protection must not be overlooked.
To maintain an effective” fire depart-
ment is an item of considerable ex-
pense. . There is no_single public dis-
bursement more necessary, nor more
wherein attempts to economize are
more certain to end disastrously. !

But the saddest and the most wanton
and inexcusabale item of the fire waste
is the loss of human life., In the year
1924, it was reported that 872 persons
were burned to death, Three thousand
others were injured as the result of
fires. Is it not true that these men,
women and children were useful to
Canada and even the humblest amongst
them contributed something to society?

Viewed from the humanitarian stand- _

point, or from that of cold economics,
this waste of life should be sufficient
to impel us to determined action. We
pay out money in our endeavors to
bring to Canada the people of other
countries. Is it not a public duty that
we should consider this worse than
(Continued on Page 10, Column 2)

THESE PLEDGES ARE
HOME PROTECTORS

Read Them, Follow Their In-
tent and Defeat The Fire
Fiend.

B

The following pledges for the pro-
tection of the home are suggested by
the N. B. Fire Prevention Board:

“I will not permit rubbish, greasy
rags, paper, and useless waste to ac-
cumulate in or around buildings.

I will see that matches are kept in
metal boxes and out of the reach of
children, and use only safety matches.

1 wilt not pemmit children under 10
years of age to use matches.

I will see that lamps are kept clean,
and that lamps are filled by daylight
only.

I will see that kerosene oil is kept
in a closed metal can in a safe place,
and not used for kindling fres.

I will not permit gasoline to be kept
in the house.

I will not permit gasoline to be kept
in anything but an airtight metal can,
painted red.

1 will not allow anyone to fill a
kerosene or gasoline stove while it is
lighted, or by artificial light.

I will not allow anyone to wash
clothes or other articles in gasoline in
a house. If they are washel out of
doors, U will not permit them in the
house until the gasoline has entireiy
evaporated. ;

1 will have the chimneye, flues,
stovepipes, and sioves inspscted at
least twice a ygar. I will never permit
a stove to be set up withoutr melal
protection undernesth.

I will see that all ashes are placed
in a tightly closed metal receptacle,
and not deposited near a bubding or
feice. )

I will not permit cotton or other
flimsy decorations to be used on or
around Christmas {rees.

I will not celebrate any noliday by
endangering life or property.

Ordinary care will prevent many
fires and. save many lives and much
property.
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We have enlarged and improved our

facilities for

CASUALTY INSURANCE
AND SURETY BONDS

by taking the General Agency pf

United States Fidel

ly

Which is the premier Company in its line. Mr.
Daryl G. Peters has charge of this department

and we are prepared to give expert and reliable

service.
Inquiries lnvited. :

~ Agents Wanted.

YT Yy

and Guaranty Co

RINK & CO., Limited

(Est'd. 1879.)
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Help
Prevent

Fires

If a Loss Occurs
YOU

Want the
Best Protection

Telphone or write

MACHUM -
- 3
FOSTER

49 Canterbury St.
Saint John, N. B.

Agents—Wanted
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Do You
Fear Fire?

For Your Factory, Mill, -

Store or Office, we supply:
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FIRE HOSE
... ENGINES

PUMPS

CHEMICALS

STEEL BEAMS

METAL LATHS

METAL CEILINGS

SLATE

GALVANIZED IRON

ROOFINGS

ASBESTOS SHINGLES

FIRE DOORS

WINDOWS

METAL OFFICE FURNITURE

STEY & CO,

Wholesale
49 DOCK STREET
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ire Prevention Week r

October 4-10, 1925

Safeguard yoﬁr store, factory, home or automo-

bile by installing one or more

and Fire Extinguishers

No matter what your fire risk is, we have an ex-

tinguisher ideally suited to your needs.

Special prices during Fire Prevention Week.

VVvvvvvvvaVVvvvvv'VV‘VVVVVvavVvVVVvVYYV

rank R. Fairweather & Co.

Phone‘M 653.

.
JOCTPOPOD IO wEN

Saint John, N. B.

Box 338
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