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Facing Famine.

In the resolution adopted by the
Ontario Legislature in support of the
war there occur these sentences:
“We hereby consecrate ourselves
afresh, together with all the re-
sources of this rich and fertile Pro-
vinde of Ontario, to the guccessful
prosecution’ of the war, To that
end, and confident of a patriotic re-
sponse, we ‘call upon the people of
Ontario to place the demands of tho
war before every other considera-
tion, and by every means in their
. bower ' to maintain: our fighting
forces, further increase our &gricul-
tural nd industrial production,
. Dractice to the utmost thrift and

avoidance of waste, o

Some of this is just talk, and all

~of it may be if il be not converted

into action. The province ‘cannot
maintain the fighting forces except
thru Dominion legisl;ation._ Simi-
larly there ‘can be no further in-
crease of agricultural production un-
less the provincial government takes
very definite steps to stimulate and
encourage prodfiction. The suspi-
cious and unspeculative farmer is
not going to do it all by himself.

When Josgeph and Pharaoh saw

seven lean years ahead of them they

did not lea.)(e it to the fellaheen to

increase production. They got busy

. and made it a government measure.

Weather conditions are evidently
going to be none too favorable this
spring,  The farmer must be helped
and encouraged. Everybody knows
or ought to know that the coming
famine will be bad enough to war-
rant the guarantee of a ‘market to
the farmer for his wheat. It won't
do to trust to the farmer in this
regpect. He did not-come up to the
mark last year. He ought to be
helped in his tillage as far as hélp
is possible, and he should be helped
with all the available labor that can
_be placed on the land. :

" . ‘Nothing was done in the fuel sit-
uation when the coming disaster was
plain. We are not very sanguine
about what will. be done in regard
to agricultural production. The:
need-is obvious, but will the govern- |
ment act, or at the end of the next
harvest will we be told thdat the
farmer failed produce enough?
The farmer should be peen at once
and guaranteed a market for all the
grain he can gErow, There is no
other way to be ‘“confident of a pa-
triotic response.’”

"Their Speech is False.
1t is difffcult to believe that any
nation can actually think as the Ger-
mans do. If they had any humor
they would laugh themselves  to

to

blished every day
World Newspape:

‘are at war with a mation which has

‘bid) the 'mothers may have to stand ,

- Losses such as they
must sustain, on a scale as great or
_ than Verdun, will bring
ery mear to the impending|
Three Days’ Festival of Music by
Chorus Crowned With

. Success.

ot |
A Working Man's Views.

Editor. World: In reading Mr. J.
Simpson’s epeech at ~Montreal - on
Monday, ‘the 18th inst, I think that
it Jimmy had aske® a few thousand
of the slackers and a few of the an- |
ti-comscriptionists in the Province of
Quebec  to join the army -and help
their brothers over in France to
win this' war, he would have been
more ’to the point than speaking
about the workingman in Russia, We

GREAT ORCHESTRA HELPS

Audience Again Shows it§ Abpre-
ciation of Execution of Ex-
atting Program.

-

Crowned with success was the three
days’ festival of music with which the
Mendelssohn Choir celebrated the twenty=
first anniversary of its existence, when
it presented last night the  third in a
series of exacting and unusual programs,
of which the last was pernaps less at-

tractive t0 a popular audience than its
predecessors, tho probably the most ex-
acting n the demands of the chorus
and assisting soloists. Under the baton
of the new leader, Mr. Fricker, the
choral aggregation sang with confidence
thruout, and if applause was not as
markedly indistent in the matter of re-
calls, it was due to the character of the
numbers yather than to any lack of ap-
preciation 'for ‘the splendid work achieved
by Canada’s greatest choir.

Doubtless, too, the audience would
have approved of a larger allotment of
time to the Philadelphia Orchestra,
.which, together with its magnetic and
talented leader, have made such.an abid-
ing .impression upon all privileged to
hear it, and the fact that it had but
one number at the beginning of the
evening was regretted by those who
had before fallen under the spell of its
beauty and power, In its perf:
the overture from ““The Bartered Bride,”
by  Smetana, the noted Bohemjan com-
poser, the orchestra opened with a full
body of -tone, followed with some de-
lightfully crisp phrases for the strings,

:nd the l:ira.s gradually
chness, and a variety of
shading being introduced, the whole end-
ing with a long-sustained .ang tri-
umphant note, which might be interpret-
ed according to the fancy of the listener.,
The number brought  tumuituous ap-
plause and Stokowski had to appear and
bow his recognition four times,
Spirit of Romance,
ef number f:rr them?g: was
om a of
King Olef,” by Bigar, which was gw'r-it-
ten for the noted Staffordshire festival of
1896 in which the “Musician’s Tale” from
Longfellow’s ‘“Tales of a Wayside Innp’
forms the principal theme "of the text
The musical composition is in wonderfu]
wh?c}tlh? words and meulr)ﬂng of
S supposed to be told
nty of bards
o

clos,
z‘;ﬁ:y destroying th
ling the adqmgoﬁp:mtome

planned and plotted for years for
world domination, And the war lords
of Germany would shoot Jimmy as
soon as they Would anyone else. If
Jimmy had spoken about the aliens
doing the returned soldiers out of a
job or asked a few of them to join
the army and help crush militarism
he would - have helped ‘the working-
man in this free country. I agree
with him about some wf the large
estates in England having so much
land - uncultivated. Yes, millions of
acres a few years d4go as should be
Browing food for Both man and beast,
But there was master dnd man and
rich and. poor in days gone and al-
ways will be, but that doesn’t help
any towards winning the war. The rich
some of them, -are doing thein
#hare both here and in Engiland; but
of course a few could help in many
ways a lot more than they are doing,
I know a lot of the rich have given
up their houses for the wounded sol-
diers and sailors, but let us get on
with the war and speak only about
the war and what Germany would
do to this free country if it was mag-
ter of the seas. No use telling the
péople here about the mothers stand-
ing in queuves half a mile long. Thht
doesn’t help the war along. If the Ger-
mans shouid win this war (God for-

in longer queues out here in a few
years' time, 1f everybody was doing
their share out here the same as the
workingman and woman is over in
England, the war would come to an
end sooner. Go back to Montreal,
Jimmy, and try and get a few thou-
sand of the strong young ‘'men into
the army, and try and cheer up the
working* class instead of speaking
akout Russia and things which we don t
care to hear, Try apd get rid of
some of the aliens in this country,
They have done enough damage now,
one way and another. Try and clear
a few from the railways and out of
the munition factories and give the
workingman his rights, or help him
to get it here in' this free country,
instead of speaking about Russia and
the Bolshevik government, - which
thousands of the working class don’t
understand. Talk war and how to
help win it, like Sergt. Matt, Way-
man did to the people,
~A Workingman.

GERMANS FOMENT
P EAC@J{OVEMENT hyoms mot Chll for & very e

faith, ~References to viki
north and to the mythology Mnfl:a
try provide a spirit of remance to the
Story aj rich with the adventures
of the principles involved, -

As Thyrl, the beloved of Olaf, Miss Olive
Kline dt yed a voice of velvety smooth-

Thy W 5
reply to the love song of Olaf. She scored
her most pronounced succeds in the clos-
iol;ga;xf.mhe last aoﬂﬂ;nd choris when her
oprano rose e a meteor in fligh
above - th. e t

tended role, the introduction of its yar-
fous stanzas and lines was always a
pleasurable part of the cantata, Wilfrig
Glenn, who had the part, being equal t
all its requirements. The chorus added
to the honors it had gained on the pre-
vious evenings, the many descriptive sec-
tions “beglnmnq with “I am the God of
Thor,” being worked out with splendid
interpretation, and the many demands
nging number being all
carried out with splendid regard to. the
spirit of both words and musical compo-

sition,
Patriotic Numbers.

The patriotic numbers were among the
most enjoyable presented. ‘““The Star
Spangled Banner'’ opened the program

nd was as always e prime .favorite. The
appearance of Mr. Vogt, who conducted
the popular number, “Rule Britannia,”
evoked a burst of applause and the Na-
tional Anthem with which the program
closed never received a more spirited or
intellectual interpretation than that given
it by the chorus under the baton of H.
A, Fricker.

One of the most difficult numbers on
the program was the motet, “How They
So Softly Rest,” for chorus, in eight
parts; a.cadppeila, by Healey Willan, or-
ganist of St. Paul's Anglican Church,
Toronto This was specially composed
for the Mendelssohn Choir, and was sung

Samuel Gompers Sends Mes-
sage to Allied Socialist
Conference.

WILL NOT PARTICIPATE
American Labor Men R;fuse

Invitation to Discuss
Terms of Peace.

London, Feb,; 20.—The delegutes ‘to
the inter-allieq conference of socialis:
and labor partics gathered today at
Central Hall, within ‘a stone's throw
of the houses of varliament, for F
convention in which they ' expect to
formulate a unified statement of the

death, and the world would be spar-
ed some painful executions. But
they have no humor, and oonseﬁ
quently no morals, and therefore no |
scruples, Dr. von Kuehlmann seri-|
ously declared yPsterda/y: “Even to-
day we are prepared to conclude a
peace which correspgnds with our
own interests,”

He might as well have said that
he was prepared to conclude a peace
which corresponded with his
enemy’s interest. Germany is not |
prepared to conclude a peace of any
kind, because all her terms to peace
are steps to further war. She de-|
luded or persuaded or bribed l.hei
- Russians, no one knows exactly what |
history (will decide
making a peace on

about it, into|
the of no|
annexations.and no indemmities: and |
the formalities
“ranged she demanded

basis

as soon as are ar-
the surrender
of three provinces and four billion
dollars in gold,

The ‘Russians have accepted the
terms, or the Bolsheviki have, and |
the Germans the war by !
further invasions of Russia. Tt does |
not matter what the Germans say.
Their speech false. It what.!
they do that is to be reckoned with;|
and their deeds are such that they
must be put out of action.

The allies are united in this view,
and the Germans themselves are be- |
lieved to be resolved on an imme-
diate test of strength in the west.
It will-be a great satisfaction to the |
military leaders-of the allies if the
German offensive carried out
it has been promised. If
mans once involved

continue

is is

‘i\

in
general action it will be practically

dmpossible Tor them to withdraw or|
‘h

become a

| aent

as | ‘ s
the Ger-|

with a depth of feeling and s v
that lett little to be desired. ~ PAth
‘The three recitals undoubtedly
the ‘}}egmmng of a new era filled
promise of' upholding old traditions and
of achievement and progress in keeping
with the name and fame of the Men-
delssohin Choir as it is known on both
sides of the Atlantic, = M L. H

f Twenty-Two Thousand Draftees
Up Till Last Monday Noon

war aims approved by the socialists of
all the allicd countries.

During today’'s session. Arthur
Henderson, exX-minister ‘in the war
cabinet, read a cable ddspatch re-
g(~i\'cd from Samuel Gomypers, presi-
of the American Federation of
Labor, announcing ‘the refusal of rhe
American Federation to participate in
this or other conflerences at the pros-
ent time, owing to the belief that ‘Jer-
man influences were their inspiration. |

The delegates listened quietly to the
reading of the despatch and made no
demonstration atits conclusion . The
message was then referred to a com-
mittee,” which is to decide the form of
the remly, if any, wiaich is to be’ sent
to Mr, Gompors. »

An official statement made at the
close of the day's session apologized
for the absence of many of the dele-
8ales, saying: “Some of them have
not been given passports and the
traveling facilities to enable them to
be present.”

In his opening addregs, J.
den, chairman of the
said:

“T'he working classes had nothing
to do. with the origin of this univer-
sal tragedy (referring to the war),
but they have proved the chief suf-
ferers, and it ‘ig fitting that they
should attempt to unite the workers
of the world in finding a way out of
the horrible embroglio in order to rid
the world forever of the soul and | bec appeals is indicated.‘ At the be-
Lody and destroying ravages of mil- | ginning of the month there were prac-
itarism.” | tically 3000 appeals pending
| the Quebec appeal tribunals. As the
| result of conferences helg between the
minister of justice and appeal judges

mark

Ottawa, Feb. :!0.~—-)Lpproxnmuteiy
22,000 men had been drafted under the
Military. Service Act up to noon on
Feb. 18. Includeq in th!s numbes are
1227 imperial recruits: men q{dered
to report by registrar; class one men
voluntarily reporting and defaulters
taken on strength, i

Up to noon Feb. 18, 2523 apprehen-
sions had been made under the Mil-
itary Service Act. Of these, 422 were
of men who had failed to report when
ordered to do so by the registrar:
2101 were of defaulters who had not
registered.

In Toronto district, apprehension of
men failing . to report when ordered
by registrar, was 36, and of default-
ers not registered 279. The net num-
ber that shoulq
6210 and the
report and
was 85,

W. Og-
conference,

number
not

who [failed

are yet

Prussian Electoral Reform Fight
Likely to End in Failure

i by it is hoped to dispose of all the

Amsterdam, Feb, 20.- In the lower | Montreal appeais by ?\iul‘{“.l 31,
house of the Prussian diet, Berlin ad- | Fansements are hk,m”s,e h(nng'
vices say, the fight for electoral I_e_gs:mxiz 1 to expedite the hearing
form in Prussia now entering it
fina! stage.

The commission to
discussions of t
which
man

of

is

WIiLL EXTEN‘?JMPAIGNV

paragrapl
based principle 1
a vote.” the nati
representatives on t
n are won over by
the measure is
back to a plenar
basic principle of electoral re- |
wholly elminated. or vitaily

are on _the

. | Specal to The Toronto World,
onal 1ib- | - ‘Galt, Feb. 20.—Because of the bad
ym- | weather today and the fact that can-
| vassers wera held up in their work,
| since only one bridge connected the cas
session, | #nd west sides of the river. the patrio

Uniless

referred

with the ‘
.~ | day night.

al- | nounced

' $60.000, ¢

Up. to noon today

form that the total was

wall
tered,

over

with |

’ L — .

have reported was
to !
apprehended |

Expedition in the handling of Que- |

before |

!
arrangements have been made where- |

Ar- |
made |

the appeals in the Quebec City dis-|

| fund, campaign will continue until Thurs- |
it was an- |

Naturalized Subjects Born in
Alien Enemy Countries
Are Safe.-

NO CONFISCATION

ation Be Enforced
Upon Them.

Ottawa, Feb. 20.—~The prime wmin-
ister tofy gave out the following
statement. o

The government has recently re-
ceived Information that an unfortunate
impression has been createq among na-
turalized British subjects in the west-
ern provinces, 0 were born in coun-
tries with which are are unfortunately
at war. It is said that many of these
people believe that it is the intention

their lands, and to eonfiscate their
property. TFor thig reason they are in
grave doubt as to whether or not it is
worth while for them to engage In ine
work of production during the ap-
proaching season. It is also reported

taxation upon them.

government issued a proclamation as-
suring all such persons of the enjoy-
ment of their property and civil rights
in this country,’ so’long as they obey
the laws of the country of their adop-
tion and refrain from ‘any attempt to
‘assist the enemy. That assurance
stands good today. There is no inten-
tion on the part of the government ‘to
deprive them of their land, or to con-
fiscate their Property or otherwise to
treat them unfairly or unjustly.

SOME REVERSALS
BY SOLDIERS’ VOTE

Official Result Will Not Be
Made Known for a
Day or 'l;wo.

SPEAKER ELECTED
Asserted Tlﬂat the Laurierite

Majority in Many Constitu-
encies Will Be Reversed.

Ottawa, Feb, 20—W, . O'Cof-
nor, genera] returning officer, does not
expect. to announce the official result
of the soldiers’ vote at least for a day
or two. Statements as to how the
vote so far counted has affected va-
rious constitueneies, .are not based
upon official ; information; altho in
many cases the!predictions made will
dou'bt;less‘ype verified. 'For instance, it
has been considereq practically certain.
for weeks past that Speaker Rhodes,
who was defeated by a majority of
only 82, would be elécted by the sol-
diers'. vote cast in Canada. This pre-
diction, it is stated, has now become
a certainty, while several other ocon-
stituencies, more particularly in Nova
Scotia and Ontario, are almost cer-
tain to change from the opposition to
the government column.

In government circles it is asserted
that in a great many comstituencies
where the majority of the opposition
candidate on election day was less
than 500, the result is likely to be
changed when the overseas soldiers’
vote is received by cable.

Effect in Toronto Ridings.

It is stated that the official count
will have the following effect in the
Toronto district: -

Toronto Centre—Edmund Bristol's
majority increased by 600.

Toronto East—Sir Edward Kemp's
majority increased by over 500.

Toronto North—Sir George Foster's
majority increased by over 600.
| Toronto South—Dr. Sheard's major-
| ity increased by 400.
| Toronto West—H. C. Hocken's
Jority increased by neariy 500.

Parkdale—H. M. Mowat’s majority
increased by over 400. 4

York North—J. A. M. Armstrong’'s
majority increased by 100.

York East—Thamas Foster's major-
[ity increased by 300.
|
{

i

ma-

York South-— F. Maiclean‘s ma-
jority “increased by 300.

York West—Tom Wallace's major-
ity increased by 200.

It 48 understood that in Parkdale
| Majer Carson McCormack polled about
1560 ' votes, and in East York Majpr
Cockburn secured 118.. Frank Denton,
opponent to Tom Wallace, is under-
| stood -to have sec,ured 12 votes of sol-
| diers.

|

(Conservative) was elected| over Har-
old (Liberal Unionist), ere were

old.
(Liberal),
by about 20,

Welland, but Evan Fraser gets a ma-
Jority of the soldier vote.

HAMILTON'S RATE
JUMPS FIVE #IILLS

'Board of Control Cannot
| Bring it Below Twenty-
, Eight.

Special to The Toronte World,

| Hamilton, Wednesday, Feb. 20.-—The
| 1918 tax rate will he 28 mills, inclusive of
war tax. The board of control, after three
irksome days of slashing, so recommend-
ed th's zftérnoon, and the council
is expected to give its endorsation next
{ Tuesddy night.

| Members df the board were hopefu!
| that the new rate could be kept down to
¥ ar but the mayor «insisted that, in-

27 mi
stead leaving but a shoelace

Neither Will Discriminatory T ax-

of the government to deprive them of

that they are apprehensive that the
government will impose discriminatory

In the early months of the war the

‘would be more tolerant

In Brant County, where. Cockshutt |

only 6&svotes, ahout 50 going to Har- |
In South Essex 'the lead of Adkig |
which was 119, is. reduced |
No gne was endorsed in |

|
|

i

|

{
i

margin |

to work on, and extra mill be added. The |

| increase of ig the
| the city’'s history.
The new rate, it .-has been
| will take care of the overdraf
and give the city a clean sheet at the
beginning of 1519 Mayor Booker im-
pressed - upon: the controllers that he as-
| pired to leave office with the old deficit
+« Wiped out.

five mills largest in
estimated,
of £:34 600

THE WOMAN WHO CH

BY JANE PHELPS

me—

f
Mixed Reflections.

CHAPTER X.

As we turned toward home I forgot
the man who had réminded me of
George. It was silly, He never would
be -up-town to a fashionablé restau-
rant in the middle of the day. But I
did not forget Merton Gray, nor the
look of admiration I had seen in his
eyed,

He was young, too. Perhaps - he
of mistakes,
my: mistakes, than George’s older
friends. He was nice-looking, too. He
was tall and dark and slender. There
was none of the affectations of dress
of the usual artist. He looked—well,
like my brothers, and the boys at home
would look if they were dressed In the
fashionable garments he wore. I was
sure I should like him. I liked his
name, too. ‘“Merton.” It was 4if-
ferent, and some way seemed to suit
him.

Then my glance fell on the books.
Why had Madge Loring ldughed so.
uproariously when I told her they
were etiquet books? Didn't people,
smart people, need to read them, and
was 'that the reason she laughed?
Perhaps they were not what I needed
after all. But it had not seemed nice
to be laughed at, and not know ‘he
reason. Oh, this social business was
so hard to learn. Would I ever be
able to make George proud to take
me out, instead of asiiamed?

I wondered 'if I better tell George
I had bought them. He would know
it at the end of the montih when the
bill came in. BuK should T wait until
then and let him find it out that way,
or tell him now? I was becoming so
afraid of doing the wrong thing—
of annoying him—that I Oesitated
over the simplest matters. E
fast losing all initiative: fast having
all individuality absorbed because of
my anxiety to please my husband.

I had been pleased- ag a chld over
my purchase; over the thought that
compelled it. But now 1 was chilled
and frighténéd. Had I again done
something I should not? Surely Mrs,
Loring had some reason for “ier merri-
ment. :

Books on Etiquet Prove an Annoy-
’ nce.

a
Then 1 thought of what 1 had said

Was |

- e e——

s e s

anent ] on Gray, at. which she had
again -laughed. had said ‘that he
did not look at all like a famous
son. I really had meant it as a
pliment; ,but she had seemed to taink
it was something funny, to be laughed
at. If she repeated it
he also feel in the same way? Or
(the thought left me aghast): would he
feel, insulted, that I had belittled him?
Oh, dear, I sighed, would I ever leacrn?
And was life worth living when one
had to be so particular-what aone said
and did? !

‘When we reached home, instaad of
carrying the books in the library;
the natural place, I h Annie take
them into the guest room. T had not
decided what to do about telling
George; and he wouldn't sée them :in
there.

All the afternoon I pored over their
.contents. 1 read so many rules for
behavior, ¥o many silly--so it seem -
ed to me—directions how one should
act, that by the time I dressed for.
dinner 'my mind was in a whirl, On
the marrow I would take only one
subject, and try and find out ail there
was to learn of it before I proceeded
to angther. In that way [ could re-
member what I read. -

I wanted to be “good form"” “as
George called #. Wanted to for his
sake, more than for my own.

- Dinner was ready when He camp

in. S0 we had no time to tajk unti:

we met at table. ;
A Dinner Table Conversation,

“How”s your -arm?’ was his first
question.

“Fine! and oh, George! I saw Mrs,
Loring today. 1 took her to the Elite
restaurant in the car. ‘' She had an
engagement there.” I coud not fail
to mnotice the start he gave: bnt ;
was So interested in' Whaot I lhad to
tell him that I went right on talk-
ing, “and she sald you had accepted
an engagement to dinner for a week
from tonight! and she introduced me
to a Mr. Gray, Merton Gray, an ar{-
ist, who is to be there, and” -

“Where did you see Gray?’ he in-
terrupted. \

“In the street, She culled to him,
to find out if he had an engagement
for that night. And, Georgg, it isn’t

com-

per- |

to him would

‘arm.”

/ i i
to be a big party, there are’ Yo. be
only 12 .people.” ! ;

“That's quite a good-sizzd dianer
party,” he said drylyy
“She told Mr. Gray
and he seemed quite
you Kknow him well?” !
“Fairly. He goes with a yvounger
get usually. But he:is an additicn

to a dinner party—at least. the v em
en seem to think &o. What else did
you do? You reem to tave !ad
rather an exciting ‘day; as ‘far ¢s I
can ‘judge.” ‘ ; :
Should I tell him about the books?
I decided not to; but I felt guilty.
“Oh; nothing. 1 came right home .
after I left her at ‘the restaurant,”
“You Will need a new dress for
that dinner. . Go to Mercedes ard
order one. Better order another
white one to take the place of the
one spoiled the night you cut youp

wé were going
pleised. . Do- 7

}
“All right. -1 wish you would 20

with ‘me.” v [

“I will for the fitting, They may'
take advantage' of vour ignoranced
and not do good work.” ‘ ’

Tomorrow—Happy Reprieves.

SERVED IN IMPERIAL ARMY.

Montreal, ¥Feb. 20, — Major W, H.
Clarke-Kennedy, D.8.0;, whose ap-
pointment to command a Canadian
battalion at the front with the rank

of lieutenant-colonel, is announced,
has served’ in the present war. for
over three  years. ¥He w, . born in'
Scotland and came to Cangd.a, in 1903,

‘having served with' distinction as

imperial officer in the
He was a captain in the 1st

Battalion, b5th Royal Highlanders,

Montreal, when tgb war broke  out.

SENTENCE WAS SUSPENDED,

Special to The Toronto Worid, -
Chatham, Feb, —Russell Hearns,
getown youth, who
was arrested and sent up for trial on the
day which was to have been his weddl:
day on‘a charge of using a forged utz
davit, knowing the same™o be forged,
for the purpose of procuring a marriage
license was this afternoon allowed to go

South African

on _suspended sentence.

Brewed

OU get the true taste of the
‘ hops in Imperial—that mellow

tang that

famous for over 60

9.

as made O’Keefe's

years. -
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Ale

Lager . Stout |\

A brew for every taste—and every‘

one O.K.

For sale at all
- rants. Order by
@ Grocer or Dealer.
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