
To the Editor of The Republican :

A hundred yean ago the states of Europe, united

imder England's lead, fought for three years to shake

off the yoke which Napoleon had put upon them. The
Germans believed themselves fighting for freedom.

After the peace they found that they had gained neither

freedom nor nationhood. In 1848 they drove away
their kinglets, declared themselves free and united, and
offered the crown of all Germany to the Prussian king.

He refused a crown offered by the people. Neither

freedom nor union was achieved. Not the people's will,

said Bismarck, but the Prussian army must control

Germany.

In 1866 the Prussian army made good Bismarck's

words, and conquered Germany. It made North
Germany Prussian and cut South Germany in two, one-

half to be shut out of the fatherland, the other half to

be a Prussian protectorate. In 1870 Bismarck beguiled

France into her rash attack. The Prussian army struck

her down and tore from her lands whose people in 1789

had freely declared themselves Frenchmen for ever.

The protected princes hailed as their emperor the Prus-

sian king, whom Bismarck's constitution made their

supreme war lord. Moltke, the iron soldier, declared

that what had been won by the sword must be kept by
the sword, as though the Prussian army could make
^v^ong right.

' Conscience does make cowards of us all,' and Prussia

for forty years has drilled Germany against the day when
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