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John TlllotDOn (16JO-94), Archbishop of
Canterbur)', »ao the son of a clothier at Sowcrby
near Halifax, and was brought up in the Calvinistic

faith of the Puritans. At Clare Hall, Cambridft'C,

his early opinions were modified by Chillinj;«ortli's

A'i/i[i,'inn 0/ the Protistaiils ; and though at the

Savoy Conference (1661) he still ranked with the

Presbyterians, on the Act of I'niforniity in 1662

he submitted without hesitation and accepted a
curacy. He very i|uickly became noted as a
preacher, and be^;an to rise in the Church. In

1^)63 Ik- became rec tor of Kcddinj,'t()n in Suffolk
;

it wa-. when ( 1W141 he became preacher at Linioln's

Inn that his sermons attracted attcntum, lh()U(4h

his mild and e\angelical, but undoctrinal, thcoloi;y

provoked criticism. In 1670 he became Preben-
dary, in 1672 Dean, of Canterbury. He used his

influence in favour of the Nonconformists, whom
he was anxious to bring within the pale of the
Establishment; but his efforts led to nothing but
disap|iointment. Meanwhile he had married a
niece of Oliver Cromwell. His moderate principles

commer.dc-d him to William III., who made him
# Clerk of the Closet in 168c;, and Dean of St Paul's.

j= In i(ic;i he was raised to the see of Canterbury,
' vacant by the death of the .Nonjuror Sancroft. He

il
'"'ripK-'d the elc\aticin with the greatest reluctance,

5 .md the insults of the Nonjurors to the end of his

^ life, three years after, extorted neither complaint

*S "'" ret.iliation. .Vs .Archbishop he everted himself
^ to remove the abuses in the Churc h, such a^ non-
' residcnc e among the clergy ; ,incl these efforts and

his latitudinarianisni excited much enmity. His
Sermons, his widow's sole endowment, were pur-
chased by a bookseller for no less than two thou-
sand ti\e hundred guineas, and for long were the
most popular of Knglish sermons, 'rillotsons style

IS fiecjuently careless and languid, and he lacks the
power and humour of Harrow and South

; yet there
IS in him sue h manifest sincerity, earnestness, kind-
liness, simplicity, and freedom from affectation that
the Sermons well deserved the popularitv they
( njoyed in an unenthusiastic age. Whitcficld, the
.iposile of a more fervid faith, saw in him the con-
spicuous representative of the lukewarmness of
tighteenth-century religion, and called him 'that
traitor who sold his Lord '—a judgment he after-

wards repented as unjust. Contemixirary judg-
ment was summed up by liurnct :

' He was not
only the best preacher of the age, but seemed to
h.ive brought preaching to perfection ; his sermons
wc-re so well heard and liked, .and so much rc-.id,

that all the nation proposed him .is a pattern, and
[studied to copy after him.' Voltaire reported him
;the wisest and most elcKjUcnt of Knglish pre.ic hers

;

piul .Vddison said he was 'the most eminent and
iseful author of the age we live in.' Dryden, born
the \e.ir after him, used with undue modestv to
say th.it what talent he h.ad for English prose
as due to his familiarity with I illotson. I.otke

recommended him as a model of perspicuity and
>ropriety

; his most notable difference from great

contemporaries such as Harrow and South is his

eminently modern tone, in virtue of which he ranks
with Temple and Halifax as one of the founders of
modern English prose.

Advantages of Truth and Sincerity.

Truth .nncl re.ilily have all the acbanlages of appear
ance, and many more. If the show of anything l>e gcKxl

for anything, 1 am ^urL sincerity is better : for why does
any man dissemljlc or stem Ici he that whiih he is not

I'lit iK'caiuc he thinks il go.il to have such a c|u.-ilit\' as he
prctenils to? for to counterfeit and (lis.scnil)Ie is to put on
the apixarance of some real excellency. Now die best

way in the world for a man to seem to he anvtiiing is

real'y to he what he would seem to he. I'csicles lh.it It

is many times as troublesome to make goc^d the pretence

of a good c|uality as to have it ; and if a man have it

not, it is ten to one hu* he is discovered to want it, an»l

then all Ills pains and labour to .seem to have it is lost.

There is something unnatural in painting, which a skilful

e\e will easily discern from n.Ttive beauty and complexion.

It is hard to personate and act a part long ; for where
truth is not at the bot^uii, nature will always It: en-

deavouring to return, and will peep out and Utray her-

self one time or other. Therefore if any man think il

convenient to seem goo<l, let him he so incieed. anci then

his goodness will apiKMr to everybody's satisfaction ; for

truth is convincing, and carries its own light and evidence

along with it ; and will not only commend us to every

man's conscience, but, wliicli is n. .h more, to (JckI,

who seaicheth and seelh our hearts. So that upon all

accounts sincerity is true wisdom. Particularly as to the

alTnirs of this world, integrity hath many advantages

over all the tine and artificial ways of dissimulation and
deceit ; it is much the plainer and easier, much the safer

and more secure way of dealing in the world : it lias less

of trouble ancl dilticulty, of entanglement and pcrjilexity,

of danger and lia/aid in it ; it is the shortest and nearest

way to our end, carrying us thither in a straight line, and
will hold out and last longest. The .arts of deceit and
cunning do continually grow weaker, and less effectual

and serviceable to them that use them; whereas integrilv

gains strength by use : and the more and longer any man
piacliseth it, ihe greater serxice it does him, by confirm-

ing his reputation, and encouraging those with whom he

hath to do lo repose the greater trust and confidence in

him, which is an unspeakable advant.ige in the business

and affairs of life. . . .

Truth is always consistent with itself, and needs nothing

to help it out : il is always nt^ ,it hand, ancl sits uix>n

our lips, and is ready lo drop out before we are aware :

w'hereas a be is troublesome, and sets a man's invention

u[ion the rack, and one trick needs a great many more to

make it good. It is like building upon a false founda-

tion, which continually stands in need of props to shore

It up. and proves at last more chargeable than to have
raised a substantial building at first upon a tnie and solid

foundation ; for sincerity is frni and substiintinl, an'i

there is nothing hollow or unsound in il, and K-cause

it is plain and open, fears no discovery i of which the

crafty m,in is alw.ays in danger ; and when he thinks he
walks in the dark, all his pretences arc so transp,arenl,

ih.at he tliat nin's :r.nv -rs;1 'K -. !!. -is *!..- '-, : .....

that finds himself to Iv found out ; .and whilst he lakes
il for granted that he makes fools of others, he renders

himself ridiculous.


