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and rents, and profitable fines, but of claims
ot pretenfions, of vexations, of litigations They
are exchequers of unfrequent receipt, and con-
itant charge; a fyftem of finances not fit for an
rcconomift who would be rich ; not fit for a princewho would govern his fubjeds with equity and
jultice. ^ •'

It is not only between prince and fubieift, that
thefe mockjunldidlions, and mimic revenues pro-
duce great mifchief. They excite among the' peo-
ple a ipn-it of informmg, and delating? a fpirit
ot fupplanting and undermining one another So
that many m fuch circumftances, conceive it ad
vantageous to them, rather to continue fubied to
vexation themfelves, than to give up the means
and chance of vexing others. It is exceedinajy
common for men to contrad their love to tffeir
country, into an attachment to its petty fubdivi,
lions

; and they lometimes even cling to their pro-
vincial abufes, as if they were fr" nchifes. and
local privileges Accordingly, in places where
there ,s much o this kind of eftate, perfons will
be always found, who would rather truft to their
talents in recommending themfelves to power for
thcrenewal of their interefts, than to incumber
their purfes though never fo lightly, in order to
tranJmit independence to their pofleritv It is a
great miftake, that the defire of lecuring property
IS univerfal among mankind. Gaming is a prin-
ciple inherent in human nature. It bdongs fo us
all. I would therefore break thofe tables- I
would furnifh no evil occupation for that fpfrit
i would make every man look every where ex'
cept to the intrigue of a court, for the improve-
ment of his circumftances, or the fecurity of his
fortune. I have in my eye a very flrong cafe in
the dutchy of Lancafter (which lately occupied
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