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Novemb. State as would be quite contrary to the Intereft

of the Woman ; for whilft there was a Commu-

nity, and no Marriage, fhe would have no Dc-

pendance as to her being maintained •, (he could

not hunt for herfelf, nor promife herfelf to fharc

in that which b catched by another -, but when

(he became a Wife this would be fecured to her,

and there would be a further Obligation on the

Man to maintain her, as the Children ftie Ihould

have would belong to her -, and if feparated would

go with her, and he would lofe the Benefit of

them. This is fufficiently fhewn by the People

whofe Manners we are fpeaking of, and which

, will be made apparent as we proceed.

The poetical Gentlemen and fome ancient Au-

thors reprefent the People in the earlieft Times,

not only ignorant of Arts and Sciences, but will

not allow them common Underilanding, or a

Knowledge fuperior to Brutes •, they defcribe

them without a Capacity to condud themfelves

better than thefe Animals ; they feed them on

Acorns and Roots •, lodge them in Dens ; allow

them the Enjoyment of the fofter Sex promifcu-

ouQy ; make them void of all Virtue and Rea-

fon, until there comes fome Law-giver or other,

who infufes Virtue and Reafon, and forms a re-

gular Society. Had we not facred Hiftory,

which flicws the contrary, the leaft Reflexion

would deted the Falfhood of it ; would not let

• us doubt but that they had Reafon fufficient to dif-

cern between what was convenient, and what was

not


