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mended be closad, and Dr. Tracy with his outfit removed to Moosejaw ; after a day
or two this was done. I found everything working satisfactorily and no complaints.
Of this visit I submitted a full report. Soon after our removal to Moosejaw, the
Superior and 4 sisters of St. John arrived, from Toronto, in charge of Dr. Cannitl'.

As might bo expected, their services wero of great value, they established order,
regularity and vigilance, and won the respect and atl'ection of all. Wo received,
from time to time, wounded and sick who could bo carried from Saskatoon. Boards
of examination wero held. Agreeably to the orders of the Surgeon-Cxeneral, several
of these I attended, and in every case those who requested to bo sent there, and in
fact all, were made to understand that any further surgical or medical assistancet

required by them would not be at the expense of the Government. Many were sent
to Winnipeg Hospital who had resided in that locality j contracts were made for-

washing. As the patients were gradually convalescing, and the Saskatoon patients
were to be removed with the troops by water to Winnipeg, I was enabled witii your
authority, to clo.se the Hospital, on the 20th of June. I regret to say it was left in
a filthy condition, some goods missing were said to have been burned for sanitary
reasons, without my knowledge; some few were broken or lost, and the remainder
sold by auction. I received from j'ou orders for tho final disposition of the goods
in ni}' charge. These were to sell a portion, to store a y)ortion, and to bring a
portion home; these instructions were faithfully executed.

The new and choice goods, likely to be required for Government service in

the future, I had carcl'ull}- jKickcd in Col. Peebles' store, and we have his receipt

therotbr. The remaining portion, viz., instruments and valuable drugs, were care-

fully packed by Mr. Tobin, brought home and handed over to you. I visited tlie

Winnipeg Hospital daily, when Dr. Hoddick was absent; I also attended Examining
Jioards, and, on the ."ilst of July, sent you a full statement of the history, present
condition, and probable results of each case.

Fi'om Dr. Willoughby. acting as Purveyor at Saskatoon, I received the store

remaining from that Hospital. On the 11th July, having arranged everything
satisfactorily, we packed up and left for Winnipeg. 1 reported fully on these goods,

their condition, as well as my examination of some of the accounts of the Hospital
at Saskatoon.

A few days after, I returned homo with tho goods, as ordered by you. As you
are aware, sir, 1 had to forward all parcels sent by friends to thcii- relatives and
friends in the North- West. Troublesome and unpleasant as it proved to be it was
faithfully done. Unfortunately. 1 had no authority to pay any charges due Avhen

they reached me, and regretted 1 could not send them on promptly. When such
was not tho case, they were sent on the tii'st opportunity which otl'ered. To me
also was intrusted the receipt and distribution of the donations and gifts from cities

ladies' societies. This added very largely to our work; it was e(iual almost to my
])roper work, and onti.iled great labor and anxiety. Still it was agreuable, tho

labor seemed a pleasure. Were it otherwise, it could not have been done, because,

as you know, I bad oidy one assistant and no outside help.

The department being a now one, there was difficulty in having it recognized

and its importance estimated. 1 have often asked the issue of an order to those

concerned, of the necessity ofcommunicating with us. In many instances, Surgeons
refused to deliver uj) the medical stores in their ])Ossession. This coi\dition was, no
doubt, largely due to the existence of two medical organizations, the one Kogimen-
tal, the other, a separate Army ^lodical Department. 1 may remark, that experience

and close observation made me a strong supporter of the latter. Under the direction

of a good head, harmoii}' and a high state of efficiency can be readily secured by the

latter. The fitilure of the JJegimontal service to at all meet the requirements of tho

Jiebollion could not be more hilly shown. Had it not been for tho Statf Surgeons,

the complaints would have been many, severe and grievous. 1 have not time nor

occasi<>n to d.isoiiss it .tit Icnu'th. but. I think I can ousilv nrovo by my experience,

the superior advantages of a sejiarate Army Medical Department.


