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named), wlicrc ovltv force exists tlint can ' roninto Inmls with «ii ii)(lustrioiis-f)opulation,

limit a nciiilibdiirinij: torcc. Fiance, with Iier
;

aii<l eiihiro'iiisj; tlie lioiiiaiti of civilisHtion.

jn-oscnt social and territorial oriraiiizati^n,
i

Tiiroe centuries were permitted to elapse

inu.'t, in our mind, always he condemned to
t

after the discv<very of Amerits'i het(Sre any

inferior internal development; hut, reifttively \
new reii-ions productive of cold were opened

to her own history of the last thrcyqiiarters
|

to the enterprise of man. Some of the con-

of a centnrx, relatively to what .-h/'was under
j

scfpiences of that great event, and the evils

the first and is under the sccon^'' Empire, the
I

which it entailed on the ><ew AVorld,

Parliamentary period of Fraute, from 1815 1
were not calculated to inspire a hope that

to 1848, is the oidy period to which any i
the experiment, if we may so cx{iros8 it,

lionest Frenchman can Ipck back witii satis-
j

would be very speedily repeated. In ilne

faction. 'This rer/ii/ie/' Montalemhert truly , time, however, society was to be again agi-

says, 'gave to France thirty-seven years of tated by the concurrent discoveries of gold

life, of legal liberty, and of constituted an

thority, the benefits of which have survived, and

to which we nutt' owe whatever small amount,

of good is still left to our public morals.'

.SVe cordfallv echo that sentiment, and, as

in regions widely separated from each otner.

A great State is now rising at the auti)K)des

which may even aflect the future of India

and China, and change the character of their

civilisation. The influence of the Californ'an

we liavo already said, we claim for M. de
|

discoveries will be transitory compared with

Montidembert a place to himself in the pub-
I
the results which must follow the rapid

lie artnals of France,—that of a fearless,
j

colonization of Australia. The gold of (';di-

np^^trht, even-handed, tliorou^-'' Member of] fornia raised a neglected portion of America
l^iirliament, such as the word means in Great into the dignity of membership with a great

Britain. repuJ)lic. The gold of Australia will pro-

bably be the foundation of an empire that

may efjual, if not rival, that of tln^ parent State.

The Californian and Australian discoveries

were quickly followed by another. In a

remote, unexplored, almost unknown, region

torv
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The great reserves of gold which are destin-

ed, from time to time, to give a fresh im

as useless to Great Britain, either for com-
merce or colonization, as lioothia Felix or

anvof the other happy lands wliich our Arctic

voyagers have added to the domain of geo-

graphy. The highest use that could be rea-

sonablv assigned to it was that of a Inii tinop

ground of a commercial corporation of o'd

standing and repute. The territory now
known as the coloTiy of British Cohmibia, in

fact, constituted for two centuries a portion

of the vast region which was gratited by
charter to that ancient and celebrated body,

the Hudson's Bay Compatiy. Their forts

and stations were thinly scattered oxer a

jnounta.inous and picturesque region, inhabited

only by tribes of roving Indians, who ex-

changed the produce of the chace for some
commodities of Europe. No civilised man
ever entered this remote region, unless he
was connected w ith the fur trade. The great

corporation had no interest in its glens,

mountains, and prairies beyond their pro-

ductiveness in animals of the chace. They
petus to the progres. of mankind, appear to I rcganled it as a game preserve ; and if they
have been hidden only to be brought to light as

I

were aware of its agricultural capabilities

the exigencies of society and the expansion i they certainly did not iipprcciate them. To
of the human race require. Certainly no ' have made them known would have been
agent has been found so potent in supplying

^

to invite immigration, and to encouraoi"
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