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permitted to prevail during fo many Years in a Briti(h Pro-

vince. It furnilhes, however, the cleared Projf that can pofTi-

bly be offered or required, that the Official Information from

that unfortunate Province has not been fuch as the Britifli

Government had a right to cxpeft j for if Parhament had

been duly informed that the Quebec Adts, by which it was

certainly intended to fecure the Peace, and to Promote the

Profjjerity and Happincfs of the People of that Province,

had produced the very contrary Effeds ; that, from the Un-
certainty of the Laws fuppofed to be introduced by that

Ad, His Majefty's Subjedts had been obliged to depend

for Juftic^ on the vague and uncertain Ideas of the Judges j

—we are fure, from the Generofity and Jullice of the

Britilh Gov^nment, that we Ihould have had no Difficulty

in procuring thei^neceflary Relief

In this Stage oY the Bufmefs I fhall not wafte the Time
of this Honourable Houfe to explain the nature of the

Civil Government of that Province while it belonged to

France ; nor to prove to this Honourable Houfe, that al-

though the Quebec Aft has been in full Force Sixte'-n

Years, the Courts in that Province have not yet fettled or

agreed on whether the Whole of the French Laws, or what
Part of them, compofed the Cxiftom of Canada j as they

fometimes admitted, and at other times rejedted, whole

Codes of the French Law. It is not ncccflary to enlarge

on thefe Subjedls, as the Bill now under confideration fup*

pofes that the prefent Conilitution of the Province is defec-

tive ; and I hope this Bill before it receives the Sanftion of
this Honourable Houfe, will be fo modified and arranged

as to preclude the neccfTuy of our troubling the Britifh

Legiflature again, to reform the Conftitution or Government
of that Country.

While that Province belonged to France the Country was
thinly inhabited j Agriculture and Commerce were negJeft-

ed, defpifed, and difcouraged; Credit and Circulation were

very confined j and Mercantile Tranfadions were nei-

ther numerous, cxtcnfive, nor intricate, for the India Com-
pany had been permitted to retain the monopoly of the Fur

A a Trade*


