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OF THE RIVER MISSISIPPI. 9

building two forts at this Pafs, one on each fide of the river, to

prevent the enterprifes of any enemies j for although the forts are

only enclofures of ftockades and a defence againfl: fmall arms, the

batteries on each fide, which arc of ten twelve-pounders, are more

than fufficient to flop the progrefs of any veflel, as there is no pof-

fibility of mooring nor of making a vellel fafl on fliore : the impof-

fibility of mooring has been before accounted for by the dcfcription

given of the bed of the river. The going on {here is equally impof-

fible, as the forts are on points of land, which are bounded by the

river on one fide and by fwamps on the other, fo that any attacks

againft: them muft prove unfuccefsful. Such is the fituation of thefe

forts, which might befides receive continual reinforcements from

the inhabitants in their neighbourhood, and from New Orleans,

which is but feventeen miles diftant. The authors who have wrote

concerning Louifiana have given many different reafons for this

place being called the Detour des Anglois ; I (hall give that which

appears the mod probable.

The officers who had been fent to reconoitre the Miflifippi, and

to report the properefl: place to build the capital of Louifiana on,

in their return to Mobile, going down the river, faw an Englifh

brig made fafl: to the (hore, which curiofity had induced to go thus

far up, and was waiting for a fair wind to proceed on further difco-

veries. The plantations and the well-built houfes on each fide the

river afford a very pleafing and agreeable profped, which continues

till we arrive at New Orleans; and this, with a tolerable fair wind,

k Hn affair of about four hours.
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