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thing to do with our Commerce, there is fome-

thing in it extremely injurious to the Nation.

That we receive great Benefits from Trade, that

Trade is a National Concern, and that we ought

to refent any Attempt made to lefTen or to injure it,

are Truths well known and out of difpute, yet

fure the Britijh People are not to be treated like

a Company of Merchants, or rather Pedlars,

who, if they are perm'tted to fell their Goods,
are to think themfelves well off, whatever Treat-

ment they may receive in any other refpe6t. No
furely, the Britijh Nation has other great Con-
cerns befidcs their Trade, and as ihe will never

facrifice it, fo fhe will never endure any Infult

in refpeft to them, without refenting it as be-

comes a People jealous of their Honour, and
pun6lual in the Performance of their Engage-
ments.

It has, indeed, been the Artifice of Prance to

reprefent the Maritime Powers in this Light to

all the World, and to each other. In the Lan-
guage of that haughty Court, France^ like old

Rome, is to be the Miftrefs of the World, and

the Englijh and Dutch are to think themfelves

happy if fhe does not difburb their Markets, but

lets them enjoy the Fruits of their Induftry,

while they truckle to her Power, and are fubfer-

vient to her Schemes. Let any Man but read

the Letters and Negotiations of Van Hoey, and

he will be fatisficd as to the Truth of this. He
will fee-that the French Minifters treat him, as if

inftead of being an AmbifTador from a great

and powerful State, he was a Fadlor for a Com-
pany of Merchants, who had no Subfiftance but

their Trade, and were obliged to mind that at

the Expcnce of every thing elfe. Upon this

Principle all dieir Reufonings turn \ they tell him
that
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