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taut rnf)n/<h to drscrvt' rrjx'atiii^', and wliiU^ it was i^<nn^

on the party stepped out llir<)ii|;li llie glass doors upon .i

terrace adornecl with flowers, wliere they walked in the;

gayest hutnour imaginable; until they reaehed the l''ren( h

windows of the saloon, tinough which they stepped, anil

joined the general company.
'Vho next day was hailed with general rejoicing for

nnles around. During the minority of the heir to tlw*

estates the tenants had lost many benelits and prixrUges
which till' residence; of a lord of Kougcinont among llirm

had usually conferred. ICvery hahilan and cottager assem-
bled in holiday attire to give a heartfrlt welcome to the

young Marquis, who met them in the front of his houso
immediat(!ly after his marriage, his fan* bride hanging on
his arm. There he addressed them in a short l)Ut anim-
ated speech, and the}' replied witli an enthusiastic shout—

•

•' I'ivnt, Marcjuis 1 I'iiuilf Marchioness!"
lie then led Lucy to the front of the saloon windows,

where his mother, now out of mourning for the first timi;

during twenty-one years, stood richly dressed to receive

her. The bridegroom's men, Lucy's brothers, ajul the

bridesmaids, her sisters, were on the right of La ly Hester,

and Mr. and N!rs. Lee on the lelt. I'.eside them stooil

Lady Lctitia, M^^s. Markham, and other near and dear
friends; and on an antique} easy chair, in the midst of the

group, sat the venerable I'astor.

Lucy bent her knee to the ground before him as he held

out his arms to embrace her.
** Bless me, grandfather !" she tremulously exclaimed,
•*

1 do— I do—my good girl!" retiirned the I'astor, with
emotion, stooping to kiss her forehead. '* Thou art the

worthy daughtiM- of a worthy mother, a!ul thou shalt live

honoured and happy as she has lived !"

A dinner upon a grand and lavish scale had been pro-

vided in front of the house, of which rich and poor were
eijually invited to partake. Pavilions, festooned with

roses, had been erected for the occasion. Two cross tables

at the upper end were set out with the gorgeous family

plate belonging to the mansion, and h(;re visitors of rank
and the relatives of the Mar([uis took their places. He
himself occupied the central seat, his wife being on his

right, his mother on his left. A long row of tables stretch-

ed downwards from before him, pleasantly overshadowed
by green boughs, and adorned with vases of plants breath-


