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tlio Illinois Crntrnl Riiilroad CoinpaJiy,

ono of our stronfifost milroiuls, has pur-

chiiHcd a oontroUiiiff intcn'st in tlic dii-cot

lino fi-oni Cairo to Now Orleans, and has

nearly Unished its convei*sion into a steel-

clad railway, so level and so direct that

within u year a ])asHen{rer nuiy traverse

the distance from Cairo to New Orleans in

fourteen hours, or in twenty-four hours

from the Oulf to Lake Michigan, and in

one day reaeli hy sueh railways watei-s

llowinj^ into Hudson Bay, and the cotton

and sutfar may take a northern route to

Atlantic cities.

Meanwhile Cincinnati, to extend her

valuahle ctmnncrce, hius issued bonds for

twenty millions of dollai-s, and nearly

comi)leted her ffwnt Southern Kailway
across Kentucky and Tennessee to Chat-

tanoojfa, opening a vtust pivstonil region

almost inaccessible during the war, and
connecting her with the rising city of At-

lanta, and the cotton i)orts of South Caro-

lina. Georgia, and Alabama, thus benefit-

ing her own connnerce, and i)romoting the

great interests of the Union.
Among the earliest railways of the

West was the Illi'- •>'• '^'^ntral. Congress

had granted to tht of Illinois a large

amount of fertile ha., .n the centre of the

State, but acces.sible by no river, and con-

sequently of little value. Mr. Rantoul
and other enterprising men of Miussachu-

setts offered to build a railway through it

for tlie alternate sections, and to i)ay the

State a yearly percentage on its reeeijjts.

The land was granted, the road wa.s built,

emigrants were attracted, the land rose to

five prices, and has become the great corn

field of the West. The rise enriched the

railwaj', the settlers, and both State and
nation. This great line has been wisely

administered; for some time past it has
earned eight and divided six per cent.,

has thi-own out an arm to Sioux City, on
the Upi)er Missouri, and obtained good
connection with Manitoba; recently it has

purchased a controlling interest in the

great Southern line of 530 miles from
Cairo to New Orleans, and is rebuilding

its bridges and rejilacing its rails with
steel. In a few months more it Avill

bring the mouth of the Ohio within

fourteen hours of New Orleans, and ere

long St. Louis, Chicago, and St. Paul
within one or two days of the Gulf of

Mexico. Already it has"bc<;omo a route

for the sugar, cotton, and tobacco of the

South on its way to Northern marts, and

ono of the chief feeders of the Illinois

Centnil, forminjf a route of nulionul ini-

lM)rtancft.

I5ut there is another great enterjmso
now on tlui tttpin, still m<tre gigantic,

whic'h will soon become a din?ct or iiuU-

i*eet rival to our continental lines, viz., a
shi]>-canal from ocean to (M-ean, either

a<'ro.ss the Lsthmus or through Central
An\erica, the latter of which is ])referabl()

to the former, jus it nuikes the route from
oin* Atlantic coa.st to California and Ore-
gon several hundred miles .shorter than
that by the Isthmus. It was once, before

the era of railways, when in a state of na-

ture, the leading route from New York to

San FnuK'isco.

At the recent Congress in Paris, Mr.
Lessei)s by his iiitivpidity and address

carried a vote in favor of a canal acro.ss

the Isthnnis near the Chagrcs River, when)
a rampart of mountains imiMnles the way,
and where more than ten miles of tunnel
must Ik; made, eightj"- feet wide and lliO

feet high, o,* oytcn cuts through the mount
ains of ."»()() feet in 'iepth. Modern science

may i)o.ssibly acliieve this in ten or llfteen

yeare, but the estimates for the work and
its accumulating interest will jjrobably ex-

ceed )S2U( »,()()(), 000, while the route by Cen-
tral America presents a lake and river al-

ready navigable by steamei's. Hci-e a ship-

canal may bt; made for our largt^st steam-

ships at a cost greatly below the cost across

the Isthimi.s, and in one-half the time—

a

canal which will be remunerative at half

the toll of three dollars per ton demanded
by Mr. Lesseps. This gentlema)i has now
a European ivputation fi-om the Suez Ca-
nal through Arabian sands, near the route

where Herodotus found a canal 2000 years
ago, and has done this by bending to his

will the Khedive of Eg,yi>tand the autocrat

of France, but luis dealt with no mountain
barrier or gigantic tunnel unprecedentetl

in modern engineering. He would enter

a new field, and rival Hannibal, who "dis-

jeeit saxa et montes rupit aceto," but
must be careful not to alienate the friends

of the enterprise by the untimely use of

his acids. This enterprise is mo.st impor-
tant to our own country, as it will unite

its fronts on two oceans, and pi-oduco a
wholesome rivalry with its land route. It

is all-imiKJrtant that no mistake be made,
that the route be chosen which cam be
most rapidly perfected, which shall short-

en distances, and permit the moat reason-

able tolls.
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