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rii'a, ronstru.'lfd. Mmirs trmk upon his vrss-cl tlu;

furs lliut had hcen collected, mid sailed for China,
and fronn that time to the p rsenf , John Menres lias

never seen Nootkn Sound. Tlieotlier two vchsoIs,

the Ipliij^enia and Northwest America, spent tlic

foilnwinf!; winter at the Sandwich Islands. Mearcs
had promised to meet this ve.«.s('l at Noolka in the

.-prmjr of 1789, to pursnc their trade.

At this time, the Spanisii Government had be-
come dissatisfied with and jealou.s of the frequent
ai)p(;arance of foreign vessels on the Pacific coast,
over which she claimed to he the exclusive mis-
trea.s. She therefore commenced more vigorously
to prosecute her discoveries, and assert her rig;lits.

Early in the spritis; of 17Hi», in pin-siiancc of this

determination, Don Manuel de Florrs, then vice-
roy of Mexico, fitted out and despatched two
armed vessels, with the necessary implements for
settling and defending Nootka. These vessels
were commanded by Martinez and Hero, two
Spanish navigators, "who were instructed to pro-
ceed to Nootka to take possession thereof in the
name of Spain, to treat with civility any British or
Russian vessels that might come to Nootkn; but,
at all hazards, to assert and maintiiin the sovereiijn-
fy of Spain at that place. On the (ith of May,
1789, Martinez arrived at Nootka, took possession
of the place, landed his cannon, and other materials
for setilement and defence. On his arrival there,
he found the vessels Iphigenia and Northwest
America. They had arrived on the 20lh April,
178i), still sailing as Portuguese traders. He also
found anchored there the two American ships,
Washiiiirton and Columbia. After taking pos-
session, he informed the commandants of tlie ves-
sels lying there of his intentions and instructions.
They made no objections, but apjieared satisfied
with what had been done. Things remained thus
for about one week, when Hero arrived. Martinez
tlicn demanded an inspection of tlie papers of the
Portuguese ve.ssels, which was gratited; and by
the translation of these papers from the Portuguese
language, Martinez was informed that theyWere
instructed to take all English, Spanish, and Rus-
sian vessels that were inferior in fon^e, and send
them to Macao, to be tried as pirates. Martinez
thereupon seized the Ijihiocnia, her officers and
crew, and was about to send them to San Bias, a
Spanish port, for trial, when the officers agreed
for and on behalf of the reputed owner, Juan
Cavello, that if they were released, and afterwards
upon trial condemned, the condemnation-money
fihould be paid; and accordingly they were re-
leased, and soon after left. In June, "the North-
west America returned to Nootka, and was also
immediately seized; but aHerwards returned to her
owners. It afterwards turned out that these ves-
sels, although sailing under Portuguese colors,
were the property of John Menrcs and lii.s asso-
ciates, British merchants trading at Macao; and
the piratical disguise had been assumed for the
Durpose of defrauding the Chinese revenues. John
Meares then left the coast, and arrived at Macao
the same year. These merchants, with Meares at
their head, fitted out another expedition, the .ships
Argonaut and Princess Royal, commanded by
Colnott and Hudson, two Englisli officers, and
sailed under English colors. On the 2d of July,

the Argonaut arrived at Nootka, and found the

Princess Royal tliere. Martinez demanded an
inspection of their papers, which was complied
with; and, upon inquiry of the intention of their

cxiicdition, was informed that they intended to

erect a British fort there, hoist the Briti.sh flag,

and lake possession, Martinez told them this

could not be done, as the place was already occu-

pied by Spain. A quarrel ensued; the Spaniard

arrested the commandant; seized the .ship, and sent

her to San Bios for trial. She was afterwards re-

stored by Ciuadra, on the ground that the British

commander was ignorant of the Spanish rijjhts.

Under these circumstances, the Nootka conven-

tion originated. Information of these difficulties

Iteing communicated to the home Governments,
England and Spain, a discussion of their re-

spective rights was commenced at London and
Madrid. In February, 1790, the Spanish Minis-

ter at London informed the English Government
of the capture, and requested that Government to

restrain her subjects from furtlier intrusion upon
the Spanish settlements; to which the British Min-
ister replied, he would not negotiate on the sub-

ject, unless immediate re.slitution was made for the

vessel v.hicli had been seized. This reply, with

the circumstances attending it, convinced Spain

that England had other designs. Tiic Spanish

Court became alarmed; and another note was ad-

dressed to the British Minister, saying that Spain

would be satisfied if Britain would command her

subjects to respect the rights of Spain in future.

About this time (May, 1790) John Meares, now
representing liimself to be a lieutenant in the Brit-

ish service, arrived from Macao at London, with

a memorial to his Government, on behalf of him-

self and his associates at Macao, who were also

represented as British subjects. In his memorial

he set forth that four British ships, with their car-

goes and crews, liad been seized at Nootka by an
officer commanding two Sfiaiiish ships of war, and
sent to a Spanish port for trial; also, that he hud
been dispossessed of certain houses and tracts of

land at Nootka. This information the King of

England immediately communicated to Parliament,

denying, at the same time, the exclusive rights of

Spain to the territory in dispute, and asking for

supplies to prepare for war. Negotiations were
closed at London and opened at Madrid between

the tM'o Governments. Meanwhile Britain was
making extensive preparations for war. She
equipped two large fleets, at a cost of <f4 ,000 ,000.

Spain also armed. The ulterior designs of Britain

to wrest from Spain some of her American posses-

sions became manifest. The Spanish Government,
to avoid difficulty, proposed to submit the whole
matter to the arbitrament of any of the Kings of

Europe Britain might name, and to satisfy any
award that might, upon substantial proof, be made
against it, provided no inferences should be drawn
from this offer affecting the territorial rights of

Spain in America. This projiosition was accept-

ed by Britain as to the indemnity; but coupled with

the acceptance was a demand that Sji.iin should

admit that British subjects might fish on any part

of the Pacific const, and trade and settle on any
unoccupied part of tlie American coast. The Sj)an-

ish Minister proposed to admit the right to fish

and trad
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