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lii>iirinu>ly, ,iiul Imy yniir meals as yoii no insitcail nf tal<iii« fdml

.inil (iHikint; yoiirscll. AfttT a fairly satisfadcuy 'uppir, ymi
arc sliuwii mill ainpllici laliiii. the |iimkli()U>.i', isH. Iiy jod.

I rii men arc Iryiiin lo (odk tlicir meal mi a lamp stove : aroimd
lliii'c sides oil lie lalnii arc Imiilis (with poll's lor "mattress "

I, two
licis liiyli, and the room is lliiik uitli toliano smoke, hiirniiii;

I'ac till, and rcckiny don-feed.

^'oli liiLilly nil a 1 ham e to Imil some water and ini\ yoiii

own don Iced. iiiiir'.^li not willioiu iDnsidcraMc dilVii iilly. and a
slcrn iiisisli 111 (• on tin- rinlilsol

your • turn." for more travellers

iiavc arrived, and arci lamoioiis

for tlic use of the stove. At
last yon roll in your lilankrl

on tile pole " mattress," and
tiy to loinct your sore, smoke
mil. lied eyes in sleep, liiil

I 111. lied Ir.ivellers still arrive,

.mil llie little lamp stove is

kept led lioi till ncaily mid-
ninlit. .mil the laliin is at a
lempciatiirc ,it vvhirli sleep is

ml of iheipiestiiin. An endless
illsi llssion noes oil lis li.

ihstani cs I let ween v.irioiisro.iil

houses liow liii'd you w ill '.;el

of I'earinn this deliated and in

iiie corner there is a heated

.irniiineiit lielvveen thiee men
as to the iclative merits of the

dons Iv'oyal and Siwasii as

leadiTs. The reekinn toji.irco

smoke, the steamiiin don-
leed, the noisy e\i lamatioiis

and oath- of the last arrivals.

the iliist .md li.irk which i- -liakcii down on voiir face liv

a fellow siiHeriT tinninn over in the Imiik aliovc von- .ill

these loniliine to inaki' you lise ami no oiiiside. swearinn

y oni self a tool not to lie c.imped in .i thiikil of pine liccs. your
mill the -ky. ahla/e with those In illi.ml. vvinkiiin ihiiiisands of

slais. and the swiltly imivinn mystcrv of the Northern l.inl"^-

It is (old. ile.iilly cold tliounli, and you cannot stay nut lonn,

unpiepaicd <is ynu .ire: as vniir hand is on the door to rc-cntei.

a I racklinn lepmi. follnwed liy a iimll'-d hoom. tells you the

iiiinluv fiiist kiiiL; li.i-lind his miiuitc nun. and liven a loiinscam
lar out in ;hi u c on tin- silent, imiticinlcss liver. Ketiirninn to

vniii linnk. VMM ;;ri ;! lew liouis' tMiililcil sleep, and at 4 a.m. aie

ice. The roailhou.-.e loiiinhl. however, is belter, ami ,i nocd
ninlil's sleep is worth a liankiioie. The next d,iy and the iie\t

.ire nhiiiotonously the s.iiiie, only the lood nets froiii liail to worse,

till pork and lie.in- ,ile citcii olf the <.aiiic tin plate as hreail and
treacle; Imt your stillness licnins to weal oil, your soreness In

leave you, till von feel liy tile time ynu .iriive in luirt Selkiik,

jiio miles Irnni I ),iwson, you cm look lorward with eipianiinitv

to wlialcvei the p m miles still licl.iic you m.iv h.ivc in store,

riie little hotel at I'ort >clkirk my lilessmtj on ilic liospitaMc

iirsKiKS ()/ yrKox.
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i.ukd '

I lic.ird .i Westerner de

vol

die.ini

iiiillioiis only

lu.Mirious walls of the oilier

WHITE HORSE RAPfOS.

awakened liy the smoke and smell of liurniiin li.icon lieinn cooked
("lod save t'e mark I liy one of the early risers. Von count

heads lielore ieaviiin this liiink-house. and lindtheie weretwentv-
fom who p.isscd. it is to lie hoped, a lietter iiinlit than von dill

vvitlim its dirty walls.

The next il.iy's Havel is tiirlme: you are still, sure as
ihounh volt had ridden a pullinn horse over a liig country aftei

lieinn out of the saddle a year, and the soles of vour feel swell
and liiiru as tlmunli the walking was on hot lava rather tli.iii

manancr is i.illed the Savoy, .iml is toniher ro.ul houses yini

li.ive lieen sleepmn ni even .is its primely namesake on the

liaiiks of the riiames i- to .i conntry pulilii -house. \iiu astonish

vnursclf Ihounh not the excellent woman who ministers to your

wants, for she has seen many such as yon -liy the larneiiess of

vour .ip|)etitc. for do yon imt net sciiip. li-li, meat, and piiddinn

scp.irate hot and iimn.iculatily i lean plates? "a Imn -plate

i.icki 1
'

I lic.ird .1 Westerner desciilie the meal .is ,ind presently

ynu retire to sleep in a dean lied, on .i i lean spiiiin mattress, and
' - spendun; sniiie of ilie niillinns -.il.is I dream

oil li.ivc m.ide in the kloiidyke within the

S.ivov on the I'll lines luiiliankmcnt.

riic next d.iy villi push iin,

.iiid meet, tor a channe, a

linwlmn wind .mil driftinn snuiv,

u hicli stiiin- the 1.1' c like s.inil.

The lions toil on nallantly. hut

t'lc drilleil trail is heavy

.inainst the wind-stoim. anil

von mcci .md look hack

envinii-,|v nil 'Jiree don teams

.md -ix men who are hlovvn

p.i-l vol! into ihe dim iiiisi of

ic'.v lieloie you can catch

vi.m lire.ith In ask " liow

l.n • .\ short day's travel

tills line, vvhicli aiiunys ynii,

sn siiniin and lirelc-is do voii

feel at the end of it. The wind

die- dnwn durinn the ninht;

.iiul ncxi day alter a innht-

mare rnad-hoiise, vvilhi;. even

knottier poles lli.iu nsu.d to

sleep on, with more ojijeclion-

alile fellow-travellers th.in any

you have so lar en nuiili red,

ami dirtier food than ever you

face the lonn 'r.'il anain. in a

teniperatme your tliernioineter

tells ynu is i;4den. lielow i TO ;

you therefore scrutinise tach

p.issinn traveller, ami
peril, ips anil emjiiire i:

own face is " touched

frost. The sun has no

power yet anainst sucl

-top

vour

with

iiuch

i/i»n>„l J "- • ilJilVl ' I ."^* nitv I .disc

• old, and it seems as if the father of linht, knowiiin thi- .riesto

add to his strennth, for three lir lliant sun-dons, small suns them-

selves, surroumi their paieiil. \oii know them to he tl ' .ifter-

III. ith nf the stnriii yesterday. Iiut it is expl. lined in a n l-house

that iiinlit that the sun dons " c.iiise the cold," and the n' tl*"'*''

who iii.ikes this ustonishinn assertion snorts at your; est, and

eni|uires how long you Imve lieeii in the Yukon. 'y '"*'

winter." you respond, weakly. •'Huh!" he retorts, .ii' you

thinks you know lieitein me .iliout cold weather, eh. '."' I've
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