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tion, great changes may bo produced in some breeds of
animals

;
but these are, after all, only A'arieties, and there is

not a shadow of evidence lor tho assumption that new spe-
cies have been, or can possibly be, in this way produced.
All experience tends to prove, that hvbrido cannot propa-
gate their species, and that the teaching of the ancient
record is true, that animal and vegetable are alike to multi-
ply after Iheir kind. In his book, on "The Origin of
hpecies," Darwin supported his theorv by an assumed
hypothesis of " natural selection"; but after some years in
his "Descent of Man." he added, " sexual selection." of
which he says in his second edition, referring to cn-iticisms,
" my conviction of the power of sexual selection remains
unshaken, but it is probable or almoU certain that several
of my conclusions v;ill hereafter be found erroneous. "=5^

This, he might, I think, have rightly said of his whole
system, and rnon^ especially of his attempted deduction, bv
evolution, of the mental and moral faculties, and of the
moral sense or c onscience, which he admits to be " by far the
most important of all the dilTerences between man "and the
lower animals. "t

But these views are most fully maintained and expound-
ed by Herbert ^^pencer, who appears to bo accepted as the
chief authority ui>on Agnosticism, and the process of evolu-
tion, \vhich he would apply both to matter and to mind,
framing a universal system of philosophy, which he
deiine.'? to bo "completely uniiied knowledge," and endeavor-
ing to shov.' how ethical ]>rinciples are gradually evolved
in the s ime manner as jdiysical conditions. .A-ccording to

one of his admirers, "tiu- only cora[)lete and methodi('al
ex])osiuon of the theory of evolution is to be found in Her-
bert tSpencer's system of philosophy." As some of you may
be aware of the applause bestowed upon his writings, with-
out havingaiiy op[)or!uiiity oipi'vusini;- them, I give you his

own dciinition ofcvolution— that it is "an integration of mat-
ter and concomitant dissipation of motion, during' w'noh the
matter passes from an intlelinitv' incoherent homoj^ "'ity to

a delinite coherent heterogeneity, and during whicli the
retained motion undergoes a parallel translbrmation."4"

From this dellnition, you will perceixe that his treatises
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