
OHJAPTBR V.

Th. Pubuo Health Oontrol asd Pebsonal Pbophtlaxi. or 8tphili«

AND GOKOBBHOCA.

TU Public Health Control of SypkUi, and OowWrfc^k-PiAlic

h«nV^«3 of the Kenital infection, is mewit to include those demwits

wbfS o^^Ssed ^WrS^ork contribute
^J^^^C^flS^rre

I«?it^ diseases. As legitimate part, of public .l^^^*^"*^,^

SS^rate the «.stematic mxppression of temptation ^^^^^'^^^^^
Sthe riK)Ution of prostitution, and the extinction of the liquor trrflc.

No aLmSto control syphilie and gonorrho* deserre. ?»."<>« ~"^^^
ation r.ntil it has a thoroughly organized and uncomproTuising vohcjin^

Terence to these two factors. The gross stimulation of sexual impu^w.

^X-o. This and other essentials of a public heath «»™paiRu agamst

SihiU. and goncrrho* are adnriraWy illustrated in the poU<^ of the

United States Goyemment as outlined by Major Sawyer, and need not be

duplicated here.

Th$ Church and the ProWem.-Attention has already been called to

a noint of contact between the church and the problem, which deeeryes

re-emphasiring; that is. the influence of the ff^V'^^fv Au^^^^S
of marriage. Few obligations seem more obvious tiian that the institution

which stands determinedly for the inviolability of this moral and «)Cial

bond should fed a direct sense of obligation in determining tiie fitnes. of

those who enter into it. The clergyman and the priest are Mcrcising

their highest function in company with the physician and the parent

when they feel toward the marriages of their parishioners * fe^se o^

responsibility greater tiian that attached to any o*f,^^*f, ''^'^°*J*J
may perform. If they feel that sense of responsibilty, the marrying

parson and the ecclesiastical marriage mill will cease to exist. A closer

guardianship of the entrance into marriage will obviate the necessity for

BO much emphasis on divorce, inasmuch as the pennanence of tiie bond

is directly proportional not to penalties placed on its violation, but to the

wisdom that presided when it was entered into.

The New Responnhilities of the Medical Profession.—The awakening

with respect to syphilis and gonorrhoea will place new responeibilities

upon the medical profession, to which attention ha. been directed from

time to time in this study.

The existing situation is not satisfactory. It is unsatisfactory, not

because the physician doe. not feel the need for better things and does not

seek them, but because better things have not been available. To know

syphilis and gonorrhcea one must be taught, and taught not l^r men to

whom tiie subject is incidental drudgery, but by enthusiasts. Such men

have formed no part of tiie staff of the medical schools of the past.

Even to-day the number of schools which are teaching syphiUs and

gonorrhoea with the energy that their place in medicine and public health

116


