
:jo rOLISHED KlU^NV

now N'istar had nnnv to cut hci- social props irom

uiMlci-, to smasli h.T cosmic sclu iiic iii the solai'

pl.-xtis. Hi.w ilH»rou-:li a jol) she was pciforinui};-.

even Nisiar *M not know, for slic did not (licaiu

that the linj; which j;low('(l from Elzevir's tinker

was lioiii ill a ^lass factoi-y.

Klzevir was lavish in her praise. " Lemme see

it. Miss (ioius. 1 sho" does ((.n^M-aniiidate you."

"vistar slipped ihe rin^ from her lin-vr an«l passed

it over, exultinj: in her triumph. Kl/evir inspected

it languidly — then suddenly her eyes narrowed,

her lips compressed and every muside in her lu.dy

tensed.

She recoj:nized her own rin;;!

There wasn't a doubt of it. The worn and bat-

lered pronj:. the . . . she sp(d<e merely bccaus.' she

was afraid thai by pr(.lon<;ed silence she mi.uhl be

tray Ikm- .'motional seethe to Vistar's (dose and

exuberant scr.itiny. " Sho' is a ha:i"some vhvj:.

Miss < loins."

"My intrn'<'d ain't no ;iUer. Mis' N<'sbi1.

Klzevir <!i<l not know how Seniore Mashby ha<i

become pos.sessed of her rinij. She didn't particu

larlv care. .Ml that slie did know was that by sonu'

kind act of a merciful rrovidenc- the mi.ssinii rinu

was otav attain in her jm.ssession and there she m

ten<lod to keep it. Her eonsciem e was (dear: the

rin- had lieen stolen from her. It had eonie home

to roost. It was her properly — and her pro|)erty

she inten.h'd it t<» remain, To her le-al right ot

possession she intended to add lutual possession.

"Elegant I'inu." she mnrmuivd a!»s(>ntly, turn

ing it this way and that in (he snnliul't. " Prettier

tiiun mine. 1 ii'rin.ii.


