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bringingr to lieel I)riilnitive peoples, an-
nexing vast territory, and pursuing
its chierislied purpose, in fulfilmient of
-%vliat ii believed to be its destin>r-
"to break fromi ice-bound coasts and
gain access to warnîer waters oný the
Pacifie shiore."

rIn November, 1894, deatb overtook
Alexander III. The victim of a hiate-
fui tyranny, lus life -%vas on1e of un-
ceasing endeavor to cope with domies-
tic revolutionary forces of which lie
personally wvas in cohstant terror, and
froin w'bich lie secluded himnself in bis
palaces, closely guarded by a triple
cordon, of soldiers and police. He
failed to subdue the anarchical, Spirit
which tormiented bis country. In-
deed. under bis stern repressive rule
thÉ r1octr-*ies lie dreaded took firnuer
root. In 'bis vast ambition to shape
a lîuge world-powver out of hetero-
geneous peoples, lie sacrificed the
opportunity which. bis father's reign
broughit to bim of establishingy the
Empuire on the rigluts and affections of
bis subjects.

Nichiolas II. fromn the first adopted
as bis ow'n tbe policy whicu guided
his predccesror-tlîat of a military,
world-grasping reginie, unillumined
by the loftiest aims. In January,
1895, hie mnade it clear that the
Zemstvos muiist not be regarded as
possessing the germi of representative
governnient, that the Cza,- intended
to maintain unfiincliingly the prin-
,ciple of autocracy. Ail classes, save
the bureauc1 acy, hiad boped for a
different pronouncenient ':and their
bitter disappointnuent wva uuot gyreatlv
nollified bv' " cleiieiucv nuianifestoes."
A decade of persecution and inter-
mâttent famine deepened the chagrin
of bis peop,*e, and. stiiuuulated the sub-
terranean forces tluat tbreaten bis
throne. Posing as a leader of mon-
archis wbo are " resolved to maintain
thle wvorId's peace inu a spirit of righit
and equity." lie bias show'n inuiself to

be an unscrupulous lover of pover iii
bis attitude toward Manchuria. It
may be tbat lie is but the tool of a
strong' oligarchy; but in bis treat-
ment of enlightened public nien ýý?ho
entertain liberal opinions, as wvell as
iii bis dealings with anarchists, lie lias
displayed none of the qualities tluat,
in a great sovereign, constrain the
admiration of the world.

It uvill give sonie idea of the mag-
nitude of tlic new enterprises wluen
we state that prior to the war £19,-
000,000 was invested in steel works
alone. But extravagance in equîp-
nient, over-renuuneration of officiais,
over-production, and nuad specula-
tion, culminated in a crisis in wbichi
nuany firîîîs collapsed, witli tlîe usual
results of scarcity of work and dis-
affection anuong, the workmeu. Tiiese
rapidly increasing urban populations,
drawn from. tue peasantry, are throw-
ing off the slough of serf doni, aiud
goro,%vîngD in inmportance year by year.
Factory luaîds nunîber about :2,000,-

000, and these with their families
represent a population of 7:000,000.
Add to thiese about 9,000,000 eni-
ployed in trades, shops, etc., aîud we
have an m-ban population of î6,ooo,-
000 of industrials. Tlîe docile beast
of burden is being -erected. into a man
with ideas and aspirations. The
Socialist propaganda finds ready

.listeners.
The fact tluat thousands of wvork-

nicn were arrcsted dliiring the ipast
five years for taking- part in labor
denuonstrations does not miake the
proletariat the more frieni'Iv towards
tlic Governnuient. And thiey are nuis-
sionaries to, their owvn kiîu stili bound
to the soil. Many of theni are cmi-
ployed in the towns during part of tlue
v-ear only, axud periodically return to,
their -homes in the counutry to work
upon the land, and to sow widely pro-
gyressive ideas.
'That the peasantry, wluo constitute
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