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whieh defne the riglits ad powers oaf muuiioipalitîe8. Elvery
ratapayer in an organised civie comnuinity underatands that he ia
liable to be committAd at any tizne te an enterprise of whieh
he disapproyes, if the mnajority of the other ratepayers are ini
faveur of it. This is mnerely one of the int-onvenient riaku te
which the circunistance of his being a member of that cern-
munity exposes himn, and ho assumies it along witli any Cther
drawbacks which may attach to the mernbership. But 'a wholly
dilYcrent state of facta is preaented when he is compelled by
special legislatien, ao in the presernt case, to undertake financial
liabilities whieh have not béen sanctioned by the vates of the
ratepayers. In such a situation, he may well utter the protest,
Non hoec in foedera veni.

A critic is naturafly reluctant ta ascribe to S3ir ,James Whitney
an inability te appreciate the sirigular weakness of the only
ground of defence whieh ho hRs voiuchs&fed to adduce for this
moist reprehensible s'ratute, But it would seem that the only
other rnethod of acceunting for hiii conduet is that lie bas muade
ap his niind te override, for the sake of a merely temperary
political advantage, the righto which municipal ratepayers posseas
under our systim of local self-government. A geod ruany of hi@
felloiv citizens, it is to bc feared, have already adopted this ex-
planation. This is au aspect of the question, however, whieh
scarceiy falis within the provinpe of a legal I..riodical. Nor
indeed is it very material what his motives and springs of
action xnay ho. AI! that noed be considored at the presezit tiiue
ia that a statute of this sort will inflict a very damagiing blow
upon the delicate framework of our politio'il institutions, and in-
jure miet seriously the lnaxieiat credit of Ontario, and incident-
ally ne doubt of the Dominion as a whole. Under these circum-
stances, it is an extremnely important practical. question whether
the persons who believe the validation cf these contracta in the
manner proposed te be a proceeding which will cause an incalc-al-
able ameunt of niischief have any resource against the evils
whieh they anticipate.

As the Lieutehant-Goernor bas auaented te the measuire
the power of disallowance by the Governor-Qener&i iu Couneil
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