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lu 1868 the country was shoeked by the death of one of the
brilliant men of the day, the Hon. Thomas D 'Arcy MIeGee, at tbe'
hands of hlm assassin, Whelan, who, being convicted of the mur-
der, applied for a writ of error. Mr. Rtobinson 's successful argu-
ment for the Crown in that case was a masterly effort, indicative
of his minute and thorough familiarity with criminal law.

In 1875 party politice ran high, and out of this ferment greiv
the famous political suit of The Queen v. W9ilkinson, the defen-
dant being the editor of a newspaper in which the serious charge
of political intriguing was madle against Senator Simpson in
connection with what was known as the "B3ig Ptish" letter. In
connection with this the Hlon. George Brown made a violent
attack ln the Globe newspaper upon the late Chief Justice Adam
Wilson, then a puisne judge of the Qiieen s Bench, An appli-
cation was tlireupon madle on behaif of Wilkinson, to commit
.Mr. Brown for conternpt of Court. Mr. Robinson and Mr. Henry
O'Brien were counsel for the applicant, Mr Brown conducting
his defence in person with his usual force and courage, but re-
pentiilg and emphasizing and seeking to justify the libellous
charges macle in his paper. The Court was composedi of Chief
Justice Harrison and Mr. Justice Morrison, Mr. Justice Wilson
taking no part. The language used by Mr. Brown wvas held to be
a recidless and unjustifiable attack on a judge of the Court and
a contempt of Court; but, as the judges who heard the case were
divided in opinion as to the action to be taken, the mile was
dropped. Mr. Robinson 's magnificent speech on this occasion
ivil] flot be forgotten by those who heard it.

In 1884 Mr. Robinson was counsel for the Dominion Govern-
mont in the arbitration with Manitoba respecting the boundaries
of l' at province, arguing the ease before the Judiciai Comnmittee

of the Privy ùouncil. In the next year he had a more serions
task in connetiu>n.w~ith the 'North-West Bebellion, as senior eoun-
sel for the Crown, in the prosecution of Louis Riel for high
treason, which resuited in the conviction and execution of that
noted rebel. There was an appeal from the verdict to the Court

of Qucen 's Bench of Manitoba. The verdict vas sustained and
a subsequent appeai to the Privy Council met the sme fate.
Wîth Mr. Robinson were the late Mr. B. B. Osier, Q.C., and Mr.
Burbidge, the present judge of the Exchequer Court of Canada.


