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The mouths dragged by, until at
last the day of the expiration of
Danuy's sentence came. Mary Ellen
had waited through the weeks with
growing anxiety. What would Danny
do~ when lie was free once more?
Would lie returu to Bailyheigue or
would be aeek to hide his hurt far
away froni those he knew? She did
net know; she eonld only wait and
wonder.

It was ln one of the pearl-gray
summer twllghts peculiar to Ireland
that Danny Doolan entered the vil-.
lage once more, having walked acros
thxe hils frein Ardfert, the County
town, and with bowed head and
troubled eyes paseed along the fa-
xuiliar street. The last six months had
left their mark upon hlm. The quarrel
with Tim Kerrigan, iudeed, lay easy
upon his conscience. Kerrigan hxad
brouglit it upen hlxuseif. In Danny>es
heariug, lie had spoken Mary Eilen'e
nn-me, coupliug it with a foui insinu-
ation, aud the biow that foliowed had
been the only fltting answer; but thxe
malignancy showu againet him at thxe
trial by those whom lie had kuown
ouly as friends and neghbonrs lied
hurt hlm sorely. The laughing blue
eyes wer full of shadows now, there

"Or perhaps it la seekin' to mur
a few more of us he le,» ieereÈ
wornan's voice. "'Tis smali thank5
himself that Tim Kerrigan le alive
day."

Danny stared dumbly froni one
another for ai moment. Surely
must be iu some dreadf ni nightmi
These were his old-tlme friends i
neighbours--these men and woxt
who hurled sucli bitter taunts at 1
and eyed hlm with such sccru.
flung out a helplessly protesting ha
but ¶xis tormentors took no notice
the gesture. le was standing v
his baek against the walI of the
schoolhouse now, -as Mary Ellen 1
stood on that long ago day wheu
had corne to lier resene, but there
no defiance iu his gaze--ondy be,
derment and heartbreak. The i
group of unfriendly faces drew
dloser.

Mary Ellen had waited at the Ba
heigue station, hopiug in vain to
Danny's familiar fôrm descend
from the ramshackle third-classe
niage which was ail the railway i
vice that Bailyheigue knew, but
passenger emerged froxu ite del
and after waiting until, with mi
groans and rattlings, the train mi>
on its way. she set out for home e


