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what disciplined in early years, by mathemati-

cal studies. He was educated at our national

Military Academy at West Point, where he

acquitted himself very creditably ; thence, he

entered the army, in which he has ever since

continued.

The nature of our military service took him
to the frontier, where, for a number of years,

he was stationed at various posts in the Far

West. Here he was brought into frequent

intercourse with Indian traders, mountain

trappers, and other pioneers of the wilderness
;

and became so excited by their tales of wild

scenes and wild adventures, and their accounts

of vast and magnificent regions as yet unex-

plored, that an expedition to the Rocky Moun-
tains became the ardent desire of his heart, and

an enterprise to explore untrodden tracts, the

leading object of his ambition.

By degrees he shaped this vague day-dream

into a practical reality. Having made himself

acquainted with all the requisites for a trading

enterprise beyond the mountaiiis, he determined

to undertake it. A leave of absence, and a

sanction of his expedition, was obtained from

the major-general in chief, on his offering to

combine public utility with his private projects,

and to collect statistical information for the

War Department, concerning the wild countries


