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of tliese .siipi)leiuentary papers, as well as of

tliose which had before been copied, sparing

neither time nor pains to explore every part of

the field. With the help of a system of classi-

fied notes, I have collated the evidence of the

various writers, and set down without reserve

all the results of the examination, whether fav-

orable or unfavorable. Some of them are of a

I character which I regret, since they cannot be

agreeable to persons for whoDi I have a very

I cordial regard. The conclusions drawn from

'[ the facts may be matter of opinion, but it will

be remembered that the facts themselves can Ije

overthroAvn only by overthrowing the evidence

on which they rest, or bringing forward counter-

evidence of equal or greater strength ; and

neither task will be found an easy one.^

I have received most valuable aid in my inqui-

ries from the great knowledge and experience of

M. Pierre Margry, Chief of the Archives of the

Marine and Colonies at Paris. I beg also

warmly to acknowledge the kind ofhces of

Abbe Henri Raymond Casgrain and Grand

1 Those wlio wish to see the subject from a point of view oppo-

site to mine cannot do better than consult the work of the .Jesuit

Charlevoix, with the excellent annotation of Mr. Shea. (History

anil (General Description of New France, by the lie v. 1'. F. X. de

Charlevoix, S.J., transhitcd with notes by John Gilniary iShea.

vols. New York : 180G-1872.
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