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circuit pfjivo Hucl) Minplo oi)iu)rtiinitv, iiiiiilaiiU'd in his very

nature tliosc jrcrnis of n<>l)ic and iol'iy views of constilutional

jind relif:;lous lV('('dt)ni, wliicli soon had a wider liehl for their

devehipnuMit.

No man's mental career and cxixricnco. however, more clearly

demonstrated the trntii of the trite adai;e tiiat "there is no royal

road to Iearnin;,^" tlian did Dr. h'ycrson's It was a lonJ,^ toilsome,

and upward road to liini, dnrin,;^' tlie lirst twenty years of his life.

He had little more than readied tiiat ajje, when he first crossed

swords with the then foremost (.•hani|)ion of the exclusive claims

of one Church to civil and rcliuMons ri^-jifs in ('[tper Canada.

And here, a slij,'-ht historical di>,n-('ssi()n will enabh' us to see

that what this youthful writer undertook, in the crusade on

which he had so courajjeously entered, was a much more serious

matter than men of today are {j^enerally aware of.

The jofrievance complained of ori<'inated twelve years before

Dr. Ryerson was born. It was embedded in the very Constitution

of Upper Canada in 1701. Tlie jrerni of that whole after evil took

root then; and, by the time tiiat tli.it evil was f,'-rai)pled with by

Dr. Kyerscm and others, between thirty and forty years had j)assed

by, and it had acciuired strength and power, so that it took as many

more years of anxious toil and labour, as well as succ(!ssive

assaults and active H<>;'htin<r, before the contest was brou^^ht to a

successful close.

Simcoe, our first Governor, was one of the most enli^'-htened

of his contemporaries, in reirard to the nutre practical and material

parts of his duty as (Jovernor. Yet he always seemed to b(!

haunted with a vaj^ue fear of "sectaries" jji-a in injf a foothold in

this Province. According- to his idea of colonial tjovernment,

the Church and the State; should be united; and, to accomplish

this, he bent all his enericies, after he came to I'pper Canada.

Even before he came amonjz' us as (Jovernor, he had formulated his

own theory as to wdiat civil and leliLfious form l:is own colonial

government should take. Asamember of the British l*arliament,

before he took oftice under the Constitutional Act of 1791, which

he had helped to pass, Ik; had an opportunity of expressinjif his

views, and of maintaining his theory of colonial {government in

the House of Commons. To him, and to the members who
sympathized with his views, were we indebted for what after-

wards proved to be an unjust and unfortunate provision in tlie

Constitutional Act of 17'.H, " for the support of a Protestant

clergy," and for the endownu-nt of Church of Kngland parishes

in Upper Canada,—a provision which, for more than half a

century, was the unceasing,'- cause of bitter strife and heart-

burning in this Province.


