
36 Tke British vermis The American

and the Beaconsfiolds, the Forstcrs and tlio Flartin^'-

tons, the SaliHburvs and the Halfuiirs, tlic SUiflbrd

Northcotes and the Bri^ditsof American politics, not

to mention the scores of other names of men of the

hiMiest attainments and sciejitific or literary enii-

nence who have adorned tlie henches of the British

llonse of Connnons in our «^reneration i Do they

exist in public life in America ^ Let an American

answer :
" We have always had ph^rity of excellent

lawyers," lie says, " thon<^h we have often had to do

without even tolerable administrators, and seem des-

tined to endure the inconvenience of hereafter doing

without any constructive statesmen at all. * *

The forms of government in America have always

been unfavourable to the easy elevation of talent

to a station of permanent authority. * * We
have no great prizes of leadersliip, such as are

calculated to stimulate men of strong talents to

great and conspicuous })ublic services. * y

cannot insist too much upon this defect of con-

gressional government, because it is evidently rad-

ical. Leadership with authority over a great ruling

party is a prize to attract great conipetitors, and

is in a free Government the only prize that will

attract great competitors. Its attractiveness is


