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the whole Empire of Brazil ; the volume of our trade has

increased to $120,000,000; and the mercantile marine of

the Northern Provinces places them in the rank of the fourth

maritime country in the world. My own native Province, I

am proud to say, takes the lead in this honorable form of

enterprise. Nova Scotia owns more than a ton of shipping

for every man, woman, and child on her soil. The babe that

was born yesterday is represented by a ton of shipping that

was built before it was born.

But are the British Islands so decrepit and effete as we

sometimes hear in this country ? Is the empire which is sus-

tained by the two other branches of the family, unworthy of

the friendship of these United States? Would it not bring

its share of everything that constitutes national gi'eatness

into the union of which I have spoken ? Republican America,

impoverished by the war of Independence, loaded with debt,

having a great country to explore, finances to reorganize, in-

stitutions to consolidate, and a navy to create, has done her

work in the face of the world in a manner that challenges its

respect and admiration. Her contributions to literature, her

able judges, sagacious statesmen, eloquent orators, acute

diplomatists- and eminent soldiers and sailors have won for

her a place in civilization and history which all British

Americans and Englishmen proudly acknowledge. You are

"bone of our bone," and as one of your Commodores ex-

claimed, when lending a helping hand to Englishmen in the

Chinese rivers, "blood is thicker than water," and the laurels

you win, and the triumphs you achieve, even at our expense,

but illustrate the versatility and vigor of the life-currents

which we share.

Now let us see what the elder branch of the family has

been about for the last eighty years, and whether, as we
approach the fountain-head, the stream shows less anima-

tion. At the beginning of the seventeenth century, all Lou-

don was built of wood, and thirty years after the Howes


