
turns of importH and exports from and to

each other were noted in the lUstomB
statistics. An aniilysis of these returns
shows that in 186t) the Maritime Provinces of

Is'ew I'runswiek, Nova Scotia and P. E.
Island imported i,'ood9 r,o the value of $10 per
head cf then- population. Allowing for the
incroasoof wealth in tho.se provinccssince 18(56,

and })laciiig tiie value of their importations at
!$4l pyr head, we have an import which would
be now equal to $4(.',000,000 if those com-
munities li id continued in tlieir pre-confed-
eration status. (Per parenthcHis, 1 may re-

mark that in England tiio value of imports is

placed at .§.")() per head, in Belgium at SG2
and in Australia at §100.) A.s, however, the
actual imports of tlio .Maiitime Pi'ovinces

now are only isJiS.'JnOjOOO, there remains the

sum of ,«!27,00(),0()O to represent : first, the
extent to whitli thoy provide tor their t)wn

wants ihrcugli the growtli of their manufac-
turing indu.-3ti ie«, and second, the amount
they procure from tl:e St. Lawrence river

provinces in the way of interprovincial

trade. (Jne detail will hav.' to sutfice in

respect to this cast-bcnuid interprovin-

cial trade. If we take the annual
consuniption of flour, meal and coarse grains

in the three .Maritime J'rovinces at two
barrels per heaci ot the population—and this

is iiOt too i'ligh au average, because tlic fisher-

men con::<ume moie flour than any other
class—we have an annual oon.snni))tion of

two million barrels. Tlie imports of these

articles avei'age 0.5,000 barrels a year, leaving

l,9Hi5,000 barrels to be supplied by the mill-

era of Ontario. One witness before the Com-
mons' iutcrpiovincia! trade committee esti-

mated ti>e consumption at 2,.")00,0()0 barrels,

liut includi.'<l iii that estimate Newfoundland,
which province imports ;sr)0,000 barrch an-

nually. Anmlier wiines.s, Robert Stark, of

'I'oronto, said :
" To-ilay we have ovei 1,^ <)

mills in oi)eration in Ontario, and they ».'!

look to the Maritime Provinces for their

tra.le.''

The VoiuMQ of Trade.

The interprovincial trade from east to

wjsr is larger tiian most persons have any
idea of. I olitamed, as fir as possible, the
(|.ianlities of the articles carrioil by the Inter-

eoUmial railway for 1S87, and, by apnlying
the prices eitlier of tiie Montreal wholesale
market or ot the customs ilepartment, was
alile in that way \o make up a lis*- of articles

sent from the Alaritiine I'rovincca, which,
though necessarily inconifiKte, tooted

up the very respcctal)le ligure of over JjlO,-

(•00.000, iniduiling in that amount the total

c.oai saics of Nova Scotia to (.Quebec, wliether

of coal transported Ijy land or l>y watiu-. The
increase in 1887 over 1880 a-, marked l.'y tlie

tons of westlxpund freight billed from stations

on the iniercoionial in New Brunsw ick and
Nova Scotia wai eciual to ,S'2() jjcr cent.

'J'lie reports from individual firnis and
trading corporations foi- 1888 were to the

eiiecC that theie had beon a stead v increase

over 1887 in the trade with the St. Law-
rence I iver provinces, as well as with the
provinces of the west.

Goods Carried bv the Gulf Route.

In further examining this "vestbound in-

terprovincial trade wo have to find out the
amount of goods carried by the gulf water
rou'te, and also that carried by the United
States railways. Thi latter amounts to

close upon |!l,500,0(X> a year. As regards
the former we have no means of obtaining
the value. That the amount is large there
can be no question. In 1888 the shipping
em\)loyed in the coasting trade of

the four provinces amounted to 10,-

8():^,:W0 tons. This is more by 1,7(X),000

tons than the tonnage in and out
connected with our ocean-borne connnerce.
It is irreater by 2,.'J00,(X)0 tons than ciie ton-

nage passing throng., the Suez canal, that
great world-path between Vivo densely-peo-
pled continents. It is greater by ">,730,()00

tons than tiie tonnage passmg throutjh the
" Soo " canal.

D.uing the past ten years the external
comi>!erce of the whole Dominion (exports
and imports) has called for an increase in the

tonnage cciinecied with that branch, of 47
per cen^ The internal trade of the Gulf and
Atlantic division alone in the same period
has shown an increa.se in tonnage engaged of
9.'^ per cent. During the past few years the
tonnage of vessels fro.n the Maritime Pro-
viiiceo to the port of Quebec has greatly in-

creased, that of 1887 being 33 per cent, of an
increase over 1S86 and 47 per cent, over 1885.

In Montreal the increase in 1888 over 1887

was 18 per cent.

Lne of tiie witnesses befoi-e tiie interpro-

vincial trade committee (18S3) in his evidence
said :

" The trade of Prince Edward Island
with Montreal has more tiiau doubled in ten

ye:irs."

Thus we have nearly eleven million tons of

shipping moving, like a giant weaver's shut-
tle, to aiul fro along the magnificent eastern
water front of thisl-'anada of ours, playing an
important part in the manufacture of homo-
geneity of septiment.

It is plain from tliese statements that, con-

currently with the development of inter-

provincial ti'ade by the railway channel, there

has been an equal, if not greater, develop-

ment by the guif water route.

fin Estimate.

It, now, we set off all that portion of this

eastern water front tra<le wJiich is ii;tei"pro-

viimial as <liatinguished from provincial ;

all the trade in articles carried by the Inter-

lonial, the value of which <'i<,nnot lie

asi-ertained, again.st the development of

mar.ufacturea in the Maritime Provinces
uiidnr (he National Policy—the effect of

which has been, possibly, to reduce the per
head consumption of articles that would have
been obtained outside of the Maritime
division below the $41 I have taken a


