
The Constitution [SENATE] of the Senate.

Reform Bill in England the supreme
power has been vested practically in the
louse of Commons, and in the Cabinet,

which is now the executive in England.
The monarch is not the executive any
longer. The members of the upper House
so far as new members are constituted, are
appointed by the executiye and the execu-
tive there represents the popular majority
in the House of Commons; and practically
at the present day-indirectly, of course,
but still practically-the House of Lords
are kept in touch with the people by the
fact that they are appointed by the execu-
tive which represents the popular will at
the time. We are not directly in touch
with the people here, but the members of
this House are appointed in the same way
as the members of the House of Lords are
to-day. We are not appointed by the
Queen. The Queen knows nothing about
us. We are not really appointed by the
Governor General though nominally we
are. Practically, the Governor General
has nothing to do with our appointment.
The members of this House are appointed
by the executive of the day, and that
executive represents the majority of the
House of Commons.

It being six o'clock, the Speaker left the
chair.

Atter Recess.

HoN. Ma. POWER resumed his speech.
Re said: While I thought that the House
was under an obligation t9 the hon. gentle-
man who brought this matter before us,and
while he showed industry andjudgment in
the information that he selected and the
illustrations that lie gave us, I think, if I
might say so, that ho omitted what was a
most essential thing, and that was to give
us his idea as to the qualities which the
second Chamber should have; and then the
hon. gentleman might have proceeded to
show that those qualities would be most
likely to be found in a Chamber elected as
ho proposes that this House should be elect-
ed. The hon. gentleman seemed to think
that a Senate elected as is the Sonate of the
United States would be the best upper
House for Canada. Now I think that he
overlooked,when he took that ground,
the difference between the system of
Government under which we live and that
which prevails in the United States. We
live, as most British colonies live,

under a system which is substantiallY
identical with the system of the gother
Country, and that is totally different from
the American system. In all countrie
governed according to the British systet',
the supreme power resides ultimatolY 1d
the majority of the House of Commonsan
is wielded directly by an executive which
is bound to have the confidence of a raa
jority of the popular branch of Parlimtet'
Now, that is not the American syste st
all. The American system of governInen t

is an elaborate system of checks, and .1
would be difficult to say where the prifl
cipal power resides, or what is the ultimalite
seat of power in the American for of
Goverhment. But under the British sY
tem power ultimately resides in the repre
sentatives of the people; and Governmenfl
constructed according to the British for 1

have executives that are more directlY
responsible to the electors than are the
executive under the American systew'
Now the second Chamber in aStei
such as ours and that of the BIritish
Parliament should not be equal 1.'
power to the lower House. That 18
not what we want. We do not van
a second House of Commons: we do n'
want a body that is capable, as iS the
United States Senate, of dealing 'Wth
every kind of subject. We must recogn"ee
the fact that the ultimate seat of power is
in the House of Commons; and we Want '
second Chamber which will suppleillent
that Flouse and make up for its defOt'
Now, having laid down that propositiOn,
think rather an elementary proposition,
shall venture to say what I think an ideal
Senate should be. It should be a hoid
governed by a calm and judicial spirit. .
should be a body made up as far as poS3'
ble of upright and independent men; an
it should be a patient body-a body that
will take time to deal with the legislative
and other business that comes before it;
and of course it should be an intelliget
body. Further, it should be-and that 1
implied in saying that it should be a cal1
and judicial body- a body that would not
be much influenced by the passions of the
hour. These passions arise in every COU"-
try, and sweep over the face of the land,
and are very intense as a rule for a
short time; and their length of life is gen'
erally short in proportion as they are In.
tense. The u pper louse should not be 0
body that wold be liable to be influenced
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