|
|
|
|
|
|
|

"

June 22, 1994

COMMONS DEBATES

5759

Make a decision, and the minority is then asked to come on side.
They, on the other hand, will often debate an issue far longer
until a consensus is reached. I think these things are important,
because I want my colleagues to be aware of what it means to
Negotiate and hold talks with aborigiqal nations. It is al§o very
important to go there first-hand, as I did on several occasions, to
try to establish such relations and see how they work. This may
be a thankless assignment, but it is also extremely .rewardmg
and, from a cultural standpoint, I must say that rubbing shoul-
ders with them has been an ongoing source of personal enrich-
ment for me.

Now, concerning the bill—I hope you will forglve_ th1§ asx;dhe,
but I felt it was important to get it out befor'e launc‘hgn'g into lg
Mechanics. What is self-government? A gglck definition wou
Telate the “‘self” to independence, the ability to make decisions
in relation to a central authority. This is w,hat will be before u;
today with the bill. And “government” means the act (1)
8overning and providing political' ghrectnon. So the.sfe.: p(:)oiﬁtg
will effectively be able to make decisions on very spec.xl llC p o
of Jurisdiction, which are in the agreement that I will exp .
later. This is what self-government means to some extent, an
thought it was important to start with a brief definition.

In keeping with the argument I developed p%'evwsusrlgfé n(e) ot“;ce)
self-govemment agreements can be e:'(acyly alike. (:j thig ispso
associate self-government with a territorial base, an e
in the case before us today. Others already have a temtpn =
and are not necessarily seeking to expangl t.hath territory, bu
Tather want to be given specific points of jurisdiction.

® (1849)

Again, depending on their culture, they will ﬁSk glzugc?]vzga
Mment during negotiations to give them back such an -
Of jurisdiction—be it education, health care, socia :ation o
Police or language. These areas may vary from one
Teserve to the next.

i del. It cannot
We must understand that there is no general mo. :
be Said that self-government will be handled the same way fo

600 bands in Canada. That is impossible.

I pointed out earlier the importance of knowing d;ltr Ct;:::tuﬁ,
thejy language and their respect for the envganheil:genes,I
Cir great customs and traditions firmly rootg fl:re i gl
Ould say. Some preconditions must be met be el bine ol
Yeotiations can be entered into. I think the flrs}t] ke
\villing to take control of their own destiny. T eed g
At T have met seem to have this will. They showd ot
8ain tha they wanted to plan their own future ar:l ! g sl
4Mous Indian Act guardianship. If the minister

Government Orders

government are to be believed, they want to dismantle the
Department of Indian Affairs and revoke the Indian Act.

I'think this agreement fits in with the idea of taking control of
their own destiny and getting rid once and for all of the Indian
Act and the guardianship of Indian Affairs.

There is also a will to respect other people’s cultures. I think
the Bloc Quebecois has also shown that we were able to
understand these people and that they understood us as well. I
noticed a little sadness when debate dragged on, but they must
understand that we are living in a democracy under a system
different from theirs and that, unfortunately, they had to go
through the process that took Place here in recent days. So I
think they are in a position to understand that this is the way the
Canadian government operates.

I now want to make a short statement on what I said at the
beginning of my speech about the importance of the James Bay
Agreement affecting the Cree, as you know, and the Northeast.
ern Quebec Agreement affecting the Naskapi. That is something
the Bloc Quebecois must rely on because it was a first, an
agreement that was hard to reach, I admit, but so rewarding and
important in paving the way for other aboriginal nations.

I want to congratulate Quebec on how it approached these
very complex negotiations with aboriginal nations. Not only
was Quebec willing to negotiate but it made an effort to
understand, as the money it spent on this demonstrates.

We see again that Quebec, to its credit, has a strong value
system and that its respect for other peoples is reflected in these
agreements. For instance, if we consider the financial impact
and what the Government of Quebec contributed through Hy-
dro—-Quebec, most of the money in these agreements came from
Hydro-Quebec and the Government of Quebec, while the agree-
the House lately include very little
in the way of financial input from the provinces involved.

It is clear that the federal government is very generous to
Qufebec, but the situation s different
decided to try to reach an agreement

time, and of course there are still the occasional clashes today.
There are still some irritants, but I can assure you that on the
Quebec side we are trying to smooth out the rough spots.

I think it is im_portant to point out that the James Bay

Agreement was a first, an €xample that was followed by many
other aboriginal nations,

® (1845)

In fact, the list of Jurisdictional items that are included in the
agreement before the House today was already to a considerable
extent included in this agreement, and that is why I say that the
James Bay Agreement Was a pioneer in this respect.



