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T'here are il language families, 53 languages and over
200 dialeets which embody our unique relationship ta the
Creator, reflect aur traditions and aur values.

We ask ail peaples ta use March 31 as a day ta
celebrate aur survival as a peopies and ta ?romote and
preserve aur abariginal languages sa abariginal children
i generations ta came may proudly speak of their
culture in their mother tangue.

[Editor 's Note: Member spoke in Inuktitut.]

GYPSY MOTH

Mr. Dave Worthy (Cariboo-Cbilcotin): Mr. Speaker,
Canada is facing a patential crisis because af the arrivai
an its shores of the gypsy math. This math is narmaily
native ta eastemn Asia and has been transparted ta aur
shares by freighters. Aithaugh lacalized right now, it can
spread swiftly throughout B.C. and passibly ather parts
af Canada.

We have been warking in ca-aperation with the U.S.
ta find a solution. T1hey have taken actian ta deal with
their prablem. We have yet ta deal with ours. The
objective is ta prevent further infestation.

T'he Department of Agriculture is planning aerial
spraying in Vancouver next month. Lt is imperative that
we praceed. If left unchecked, this infestation will have a
devastating effect on Canada, ecanamically as well as
enviranmentally.

POVERTY

Mr. Chris Axworthy (Saskatoon- Clark's Crossing):
Mr. Speaker, while it should nat came as a surprise,
doctars are naw statmng publicly that Canadian children
are dying from malnutrition, dying because they are
poor.

Canada's 377 food banks are unable ta meet the
demands of the hungry and social assistance rates across
the country are inadequate ta meet the nutritianal needs
of Canada's poor.

T'he Minister of National Health and Welfare recently
tald a Vancouver audience that child poverty has been on

the decline. This is an appalling error on the part of the
minister responsible for children. In fact child poverty is
an the rise in Canada.

Less than two years aga the Prime Mmnister told heads
of state that "funding is important but it is nat, in the
end, the decisive factor in the war on child suffering.
Political will is".

I challenge the Prime Minister ta exercise political will
and ensure that ail Canadian children are properly fed. Lt
is time he stapped listening ta John Crow and started
listening ta Canada's hungry children. What Canada
needs is not zero inflation but zero child paverty.

TRANSFER PAYMENTS

Mr. Larry Schneider (Regina -Wascana): Mr. Speak-
er, the government has been subjected ta opposition
harassment that we are off-laading. A decline ini the
increase ini transfer payments is not aff-loading.

I arn deeply concerned for the taxpayers in my home
province of Saskatchewan. Just last week the Saskatche-
wan NDP announced a 15 per cent cut in transfer
payments ta municipalities, a 5.5 per cent cut ta haspi-
tais, and a 4 per cent cut ta education. These actions are
absalutely unprecedented and unacceptable.

These actions are off-loading in spades.

The people of Saskatchewan have begun ta ask if the
harmanized tax system begun by the previaus govern-
ment was ail that bad after alI.

JOEY SMALLWOOD

Hon. Roger C. Simmons (Burin-St. George's): Mr.
Speaker, 43 years ago today Newfaundland and Canada
became one nation. Let me note the occasion by saluting
the memory of the man who was most respansible.

A bit of each of us died with Joey Smallwood last
Decemher. He embodied aur stubborn will ta hang on ta
aur way of life while improving aur lot. Much of Jaey
lives on with us. His crusade ta smash the curse of
isolation transformed a thousand pockets of population
inta a closely knit cammunity whose culture is intact.
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