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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, March 27, 1981

The House met at 11 a.m.

@ (1105)

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[English]
INDIAN AFFAIRS

JAMES BAY AGREEMENT—PROVISION OF HEALTH CARE
SERVICES—MOTION UNDER S.0. 43

Mr. Lorne Greenaway (Cariboo-Chilcotin): Madam Speak-
er, yesterday in the Standing Committee on Indian Affairs and
Northern Development members of this House were subjected
to a litany of examples of the complete and utter abrogation of
the government’s obligations to the Cree and Inuit under the
James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement. Given the deva-
stating effect that this abrogation has had on the health of the
Cree, and specifically in light of the fact that tuberculosis is
rampant in at least one Cree village, I move, seconded by the
hon. member for Prince George-Bulkley Valley (Mr.
McCuish):

That the Minister of National Health and Welfare admit her residual
responsibility for natives as outlined in Chapter 955 of the Indian health
regulations under the Indian Act, and not withdraw health and social services to
the Cree as is presently scheduled for March 31, 1981, until all commitments
under the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement are fulfilled by both
governments involved.

Madam Speaker: Is there unanimous consent for this
motion?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Some hon. Members: No.

JAMES BAY AGREEMENT—TABLING OF ANNUAL REPORT—
MOTION UNDER S.0. 43

Mr. Lorne McCuish (Prince George-Bulkley Valley):
Madam Speaker, I rise under the provisions of Standing Order
43. Whereas the James Bay Agreement stipulates that the
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development (Mr.
Munro) must table an implementation report within 60 days of
January 1, 1978, followed by annual reports for the following
20 years, and whereas the first of these was submitted 22
months late and the one currently due has still not been tabled,
I move, seconded by the hon. member for Cariboo-Chilcotin
(Mr. Greenaway):

That the Minister of Indian Affairs immediately table this overdue report and
that failure to report this year and any subsequent year as per the agreement
shall be considered contempt of Parliament.

Madam Speaker: Is there unanimous consent for this
motion?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Some hon. Members: No.

JAMES BAY AGREEMENT—APPOINTMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION
COMMISSIONER—MOTION UNDER S.0. 43

Mr. F. Oberle (Prince George-Peace River): Madam
Speaker, my motion under Standing Order 43 is on the same
matter. In view of the fact that the James Bay and Northern
Quebec Agreement sets a critical precedent for future land
claims settlements, and that the terms of this agreement have
not been honoured by either the federal or Quebec govern-
ments, a situation that has created great hardship and resent-
ment among the native people this agreement was designed to
benefit, I moved, seconded by the hon. member for Wetaski-
win (Mr. Schellenberger):

That this government appoint an Implementation Commissioner with powers
of the type enjoyed by the Commissioner of Official Languages and Human
Rights, in order to oversee the implementation of this agreement and any further
similar agreements between this Parliament and Canada’s native peoples and
that no further transfer of responsibilities from the federal government to
provincial and native governments occur until this Commissioner tables an

annual report to Parliament showing that all federal responsibilities to the James
Bay Cree and Inuit peoples have been fulfilled.

Madam Speaker: Is there unanimous consent for this
motion?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Some hon. Members: No.

JAMES BAY AGREEMENT—GOVERNMENT IMPLEMENTATION OF
AGREEMENT—MOTION UNDER S.0. 43

Mrs. Margaret Mitchell (Vancouver East): Madam Speak-
er, I rise under the provisions of Standing Order 43 on this
same important and urgent matter. Since it is now clear that
the James Bay and Northern Quebec Native Claims Agree-
ment has been breached repeatedly by a government acting in
bad faith, with flagrant disregard for legal and moral respon-
sibilities under the agreement, and since this government is
presently threatening to abrogate health responsibilities as of
March 31, 1981, withholding essential core funding to the
Cree Regional Authority and quibbling over responsibility for



