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de net thiak that is doing ail that.is necessary
in the producing of that soed. No one seems te
bave any definite idea, or knowledge as te why
in some yoars the seed will set and in some
years it will net. 1 urge upon the minister
that definite experimental work be dene in
this cennection. I do net know just what
work is being carried on at Saskatchewan uni-
versity, but I imagine something bas been
done there. Some work should ho dene in
the area directly affected; the minister should
establisb more stations in this area te deal
with this problem, whicb is of vital interest
te the people there. Lt is seventy-five per cent
of their living, and something wbicb kept them
off relief in the Iast two or three years prier
te the war. The growing of alfalfa seod is a
subjeet on wbich thore is much te be learned.
I should like the minister te comment on that.

Mr,. GARDINER: There are tbree stations
located in the area where the alfalfa is being
grewn. The difllculty in the grewing of alfalfa
bas as mucb te do with souls as with anything
else. It bas been found that there are seme-
times deficiencies in the soil and experimeats
are being made te determine wbat may be
lacking which the aifaîf a plant requires. Thon
the farmers will ho advised what they ought
te do te givo the soul what it requires. Lt is
true that scientists are not at the stations.
I arn sure the hon. member for Melfort will
agree with me that they do not lend them-
selves te a set-up sufficiently large te provide
fer having scientists statiened there, but we
have laborateries located at Saskateon, whicb
is the educatienal contre in agricultural
matters in the province of Saskatchewan.
There is located there a forage crep laboratory.
As te the seed not setting and questions of
that kind, tbey are referred te our repre-
sontative, Doctor White, at Saskatoon, who
operates that particular laboratory. The othor
matters haviag te. do with soil are referred te
the seil section. We work in association with
the colloge of agriculture in Saskatoon in rela-
tien te soils, and scientifie mon are located at
those contres. We have mon who do scientifle
work in ceanection with seils at Swift Current.
We do net put them at stations located bore
and there in the different provinces but put
them at central peints; the results of oxperi-
monts carried on at tho experimental stations
are referrod te these mon and tboy conduot
scientific investigations and give scientific
advice on theso matters.

Mr. WRIGHT: Is there any man who makes
a study of this particular question?

Mr. GARDINER: floctor White has an
assistant wbo doe.s notbing other than alfalfa
work.

[Mr. Wright.]

Mr. BLACKMORE: What success bas been
attained in the experiment of raising sugar beet
seed? Our sugar supply bas been eut off by the
war, and this is an important question.

Mr. GARDINER: The work in connection
with sugar beot seed is done at the central
experimental farm here and at Summerland,
British Columbia. These are two farms at
which we find it advisable to carry on that
work. We have met with marked succoss. The
beet seed can be grown successfully here.

Mr. BLACKMORE: There sbould not ho
any difficulty in raising enough beet seed, to
supply Canadian needs.

Mr. GARDINER: I uodorstand we could
raise ail the seed here necessary to supply the
requiremonts in Canada.

Mr. BLACKMORE: And at a reasonable
cost to meet competition with German seed?

Mr. GARDINER: The costs are fairly com-
parable with those in the United States, but
they are not as low as on the European
continent.

Mr. CASTLEDEN: We in this group are
vory mucb in faveur of the plan the minister
bas outlined for getting materials relating te
bis estimatos beforo members of the commit-
tee on agriculture and other committees as
well. I suggest that if some announicement is
made beforehand as to, what particular items
will be presented te tbe committees mombers
may ho able to bave some representative from
their group ask questions witb regard to a
particular item when it is impossible for them
te, attend. Personally 1 can say for this group
that we are se busy with committees that
often the overlapping makes it impossible for
us te attend ail committees. I think the move
is one in the right direction, and it sbould be
extendod te other departments te, prevent the
disgraceful spectacle which we bave soetimes
wben a few members sitting bore pass millions
ef dollars in tho dying days of the session,
without any questions being asked. Has any-
thing been presented te the committee with
regard te the devolopment of the sheep in-
dustry fromn the point of view of mutton and
wool?

Mr. GARDINER: Yes; that bas been done.

Mr. CASTLEDEN%: What item is that?

Mr. GARDINER: Lt is net in print yet.
Mr. Rameir gave information in that regard,
but it bas net yet beon printed. Lt will be in
print within a day or twe.


