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if his time and energy had ta lie devoted
to these petty quarrels, whase isuit was it
but that of rny right hon. friend himself?
Il he had exercised his proper authority,
these petty squabliles would have been
avoided, and he would have b;een free ta
devote his time and energies ta the war.

But there is much more to corne. The
Miniister of Militia anmd Defence proceeds
ta give the reasan why he insists upon
having control. The reason he gives is
simply this: that he could administer things
better than they were administered i Eng-
land, anmd he gives a specific example.
Sir, everybody within the sound ai rny
vaice is aware that persistent runtfours
haMe been coming fram England, by every-
one who has came back from there during
the last two years, that the equipment
which the Canadian troops taak with themn
ta England, and which was purchased i
Canada, had ta be scrapped as soon as aur
troaps reached England, and cast aside as
ai na value whataver. You, Sir, have heard
that charge. Everyone has heard it. Well,
Sir, it was an extraardinary condition of
things if it was true. Here we ar in the
midst of a great war, incurring an enor-
mous expenditure. My hon. friend the
Minister ai Finance (Sir Thornas White)

-iun his zeal has very praperly constituted
hirnseli a Peter the Hermit of a Holy
Crusade, mot only agaist extravagance, but
even against unmecessary expenditure. He
has advocated retrenchmeni on every pas-
sible occasion, and ho did right; he only
did his duty. But while he was presching
ecanomy we have the evidence hers, in a
letter whiuh I shaîl quate, that equiprnent
amounting to millions af dollars was cast
aside in England as af no value whatever,
anmd ail that money was lost. Arn I exag-
gerating? Arn I stating a thing which 1

cammot justify by actual evidenceP
5 p.m. I quote frorn this same lettar of

the Minister o! Militia ta the
Prime Minister, in reference tb the cantrol
af the farces,. dated the 23rd af October.
The Minister of Militia says:

I spoke ta yau at the tirae about the rejec-
tion of ail our stores and supplies of every
desclriptioi. and iroved ta yau that the
excuses~

Mark the word.

-of the British officers were totaliy without
faundatian. Yau have my mnemorandum at
the, time, proving the utter faisity of their
bogus excuses regarding aur wagons.

Here is the evidence that the Minister
of Militia told the Prime Minister what was

being done with aur equiprnent and sup-
plies in England. As soon as they reached
there, they were scrapped, thrown on
the ash heap, and the Minister of
Militia- says this was done 'by British
officers without any cause whatever.
The Minister -of Militia in using tihat,
language took a very great responsibility
upon himsolf. Lt i& no liglit charge to make
against the British officers that., they
scrapped ail those supplies witihout any
cause iNhatever. The fact, however, remains
that for ten months those supplies con-
tinued ta be oas4, aside without the matter
being rectified. One of two thdings is true:
eîther those goods were scrapped or oast
asid-e for cause, or they were at aside ivith-
out cause. If thcy were cast aside for cause,
the refleetion is upon the Minister of Mil-
ii, that he supplied the Canadian troopsi

wi.th 'unserviiceable articles of inlerior
and unsound quality. 1f, on the other
liand, the Mijister of Militia wag
.riglit, and the British officers wexe
wrong, it is for him ta show what the truth
was. To-day, Wiweiver, without knowing
whebher my hon. frilend is right, or wh.ether
the Br!tish offlicers were right, the iset re-
main% that for tan months the Minister of
Militia continued to Gend overseas con-
tingent after contingent, divis-ion after
division, ýarrned and equipped in Canada
at great coet, and that s soon as tihose
troops errived i England, «Uailat equip-
ment was cast aside. For taS 'months in
Canada we oontinued equipping, and in
England the British authorities continued
scrspping. This is the condition whioh we
have before us today.

The Minister of, Militia stated, ta ithe
Prime Minister in the same letter tha4. the
Pay and Medioal services were chaotic, and
he added, after Canada Wie obtained con-
trol:

We have reorganized and reformed the PaY
and MTedical serviceâ in Britain and to-day
have placed the Force there on a gaod basis.

As to, the Pay service I have nothing ta
say, as I have found no particulsirs in -the
correspondence in regard tO it. As ta the
Medical Service, I ha-S found nothing more
thian I 'have statad, namely, that it was
deficient, but we have a good deal of i-
foirmatioin i the public press upon this
subjea. I *think, however, tohat my hon.
friend was well advised and miade an excel-
lent move when he secured for the Medical
service of the Canadan trOOPs in England
the services of Dr. Bruce o1 Toronto. Dr.
Bruce is ane of the eli<nent men af his


