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his Premier in keeping off these hungry figures put befo'e the public, the position of
and dangerous supporters. Thle lio. gente-
man (Sir Richard Cartwrighît) lias contended i reficets, of course, a great deal of credit
thcat it waccs alwalys thie tetciLon theat thisF
officer should be a parliamnetaryofficer, upoi. the intelliene of the eletorate - but
andficer houl benaarliaîueîtry I1 eer1press that point to shiow to wh-at anunfair
and under parlianentary control. I rfer extent any Auditor General ay exercise
the hon. gentleman Sr Richard Cartwrigit hatt Ilouse considers is powers. but
to his own 1Bill, and lie will find tht that % practiee shows fot to be his duty and
was not his intention, and that vhLen heJ lot to be encouracd. I will make sone re-
introduced the Bill lie did not proose that ferences to verylvaluable information ob-
the Auditor General should b%- half ,S" ,'tin- ined on tli point by tle Publie Accounus
dependent in the conduct of his office, as lie Conrnitteeiin lTle Public Ac-
is to-day. He did not propose tha.t the ts CornïîiUee thore. as we knov. dis-
Auditor General should have power, either Charges duties of great importance
to pronote, suspend, or disuiss the officers ami henefit to the suite.I ot
of the Audit Departmnent. That ugstionuditor Gencral. not on. a venture to fasten
came from an outside niember and was in- o teGovernînent and on the departments
corporated in the Bill. Te hon. gentljeman on great wrougs ; but they go with the Auditor
did advocate that we should keep, as ne.irly feCeneral. as a business body. to assist hlm
as possible to the English systemi of aulit.inlaiproperIof Uie parliaienz-
and efforts were made in that direction, and
aill that the Finance Minister lias contended si, w 1lt
to-day is in the direction of the Englisi of the Auditor General uiEngland. is to-
systeni of audit. No one at any time. whe- t,,ly at variaiice WitIî the pinion'of tle
ther at the inception of this legislation or Auditor Generl i. Canada as to bis duiy
since, lias suggested that the English sys- and lis position. I an surprised that in Élis
tei. which was the systen we attempted fouse no corniients lhave been nuade
to copy, is violated lin any respect. And, upon an extraôrdinary and unparalleled pro-
while the sane great powers ire given to cedure on tle part of tle Auditor General
the Auditor General in England as are con- in petitioning the fouse of Commons in re-
fided in our Auditor, the Minister of Finance gard toti aUter contained lu that petition.
to-day made reference to the mauner ln It is erlaps as weli that no point of order
4vhicl the Auditor General il England per- was raised, and that a fuît discussion wvas
forms his duties, to show, as I take ir, how invited by the leader of tle Government
far the Auditor General in Canada :oe e- but that thcpeti.on is irregular eahardly
yond tle proper spirit af thi" discharge of be gainsaid by any one. Wbcu Pariament
his duty, beyond the scope of his duty, be- created that officer and that office-wletler
yond the scope that was intended, and lbe- le %vas to be wholly a parliamentary officet
yond the scope that serves any useful public or not does not matter lu ïhis consideration
purpose. No one will deny that it is to tihe-thrce modes only were specifIcaly mentin
benefit of the Opposition that there should cd as to bow aud wlere le should be beard.
be the greatest possible ligbt thîrown îipon dainuwhat ninner lisi wcrc to be
ail affairs of Governnent, small as we laid before Parliament. l one t of is
big. Often, public opinion forms aroundewastocommui
the smaller items of expenditure of Gove'rn- sury Board ; in another respect, and for the
ment, rather than around the larger items information of Parliament, le wils to Con-
whiech ore articlarly ocerns te publice Minister of inance
weal. But, I would subnit for the considera- as Ieceiver Generai ; and lie was at ail tues
tion of hon. gentlemen on the other sidie ot-s in Englad the Auditor conflues hiniscît.
the House : whether it is not a most credi- iu ventilatîiig his opinion l regard to tIe
table thing for the Government of the day, î>î'er-audit ami tIe proper of audit
that since 1878. withi a systemn t-tof o(belu communication witlithe Public
audit practised as you cannot find Accouts Comittee. These are tle ways
it ln a British Parliament-a systemilwhich it is poiuted oui that the Auditor
of audit that lays bare every two- Gcneîal may le heard by the ParLIment of
penny-halfpenny expenditure, and sets out his country ; but lu taking flicextraordinary
the accounts in this enormous and bulky and irregular course of presenîigca petition
forai-the Government bas been able to stand to this Liuse. which the ion. gentleman
criticism of every character. carping, gener- decîns a censure on île Goverument of the
ous or small, and bas been able to live wheredd
strong and properly administered Govern- Of bis fouse. A Persoual grievance may le
ments might fall, in consequence of the îreseuted Icre by petition and may le dis-

silgtes misondetsimpy bcaus ofan ussed: but I challenge 'Ion. gentlemen toslightest misconduct, simply because of anJ_
impression, a false impression, that might flnd ilat departiental grievauoes, or griey-
be created in the mInds of many electors not ances troiu the judiciary or from parliament-
thoroughly informed of the difficulty of Co- ary oficers. are fit suljects of petition or of
trolling expenditure on the part of the best consideration by way of petition, by tbis Par-
of governments. With ail these facts and laMent.
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