
for indi rent old a ge pensioners, we have come a long
way in a comparatively

shorttime n
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a n _.y.4 oould not deal' With this' subjeèt withôut payin g â`real tribute

to what has been done by local and provincial authorities in the'develop-

ment of a more adequate social welfare pro6ram . I would like now to make

a brief examinatiort of- whe.t `has'beea''done under - the Federal responsibility

E~ , and: irhat : the i Federal Government-has proposed 1n the further development o f

_ such:a ipro Erame o,.Y yc. ~ c r~ n r „
., ;'~
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In 1927- whe yt the Old•,Age' .Pen a ions Act i+ras passed it was regarded

as a - .pioneering and progressive step ;
- : ~ _. . . • ~: _ _ . . .

The Act originally provided for a pension of $20,00 a month with

an outside maximum i ncome allowablelot' 3125 a year apart from the pension .

At that time the cost of Old Are Pensions was borne of a 50-50 basis be-

tween the -sovinces-and the Federal' Government o

. . '-''~- -~ _ _ ;s'* ., . . . :r .-• .. ,•:~ ., • .. . . . , . , ~r . . .. ,. . - _ • .

Arlater amendment in 1931 reduced the Provincial share of the

cost to 25% and increased the-Federal,,Government's share to 75%o Th e

Act itself was first amended when a Government under the leadership of the

• ..r. : : ,present Prime Minister' :int-roduced amendments to extend the benefits of Old

s .; Age Fensions IeAislation to' the b-lind •iit 1937e '
-. J•1 °~:
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z Sirnce~ l'9419 rnamber of- provinces have- been paying a supplementa ;

allowance•to pensioners in additi~n to, the pension paid under the Old Age
Pensions Act, These payments have ranged in amount from nothing at all . in

- --some Provinces to as much as $10,00 in British- Columbia-_

cY~_ ' . ' In -1943a` throurh Oraet'-in-Council9 rthe Government increased the
-t- maximum pension payable by $5o00'and a few months later increased the

e :-- maximum income allowable•under thé Act from $365 to $425 a year, .inclusive
; :. d î" . . • . . _-1 . .- . .
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With- the ~-except ion of the se chanres, the ~ Old Age Pensions Act

,todayremains essentially-the same as it was in 1927 . There in no doubt

of the desirability--of increasinp the ea*iount -of Old Age Pensions and the
need for liberalizing the conditions under which it in paido You will reca .

that the Speech from the Throne this year referred to the Government's in- 1

. c.•!tention -to .: amend the'.Oid Are Pension Act- .at thé present 'session of Parliamel

;.Only -a ~reok ago _ I had the honour of introducing -in the House -of Commons the i

resolution .preliminary,to the-introduction of the Bill to amend the presen- i

,• Old Age Pension :Acto While 'I oannot at this time give details of the prop .4

legislation~,?I,~•an say•that'the Qovernment has recognized the need for a

~, . revis ion of the ~rcales of benefit 'presently provided for our a~;ed and plin .

people .

U:~MPLOYl'k:NT INSURASdCE -. • . -" ,
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It is nearly six years since the Unemployment Insurance Act camei

into operatiog .ors -July lst, 1 1941 ; Since that time up tothe end of 1946, ~

total' revenues from the -joint, contribution of employers, employees ; and the

Federal Government, amount to $427,374,298 . Benefits first became payable'
on the 27th January 1942 and from that date until the end of December, 194'
a total.•pf 702-,308 persons have received benefits in the amount of $70,151 1

. _ •
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Workers earninr; more 'than $2400 â year are not covered under Un-

employment Iniurance~, ; Nor are workers in certain specified industries or

occupati .ons, such 6Lf agri-culture,- forestry, fishing ,
_ • , -,. . . • - • :, . .~, , , . . . - .

T' . While-the introduction of Unemoloyment Insurance was undoubtedl`"
major step in progressive social- legislation, the Canadian Government reccl `

} present covered by its : terms, . 1-will refer~ later to the Government's ob je _
the necessities for -extending the benefit to include workers who are pot

'in this direction .
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