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post-socond&ry education and one of the highest percentages of GDP devoted to post-secondary
educatiori in the workld

C. Factors and.difficulties ixnpeding the implementation of the Covenant

1 l. The Committee notes that since 1994, in adessing the budget deficits by slashing social

expenditure, the State Party has flot paid sufficient attention to the adverse consequences for the

enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights by the Canadian population as a whole, and by
vulnerable groups ini particular.

12. TeCommittee heard ample evidence from the State Party suggesting that Canada's complex

federal system presents obsale to the implementation of the Covenant in areas of provincial

jurisdiction. The Co#nmittee rgesthat, unless a right under the Covenant is implicitly or explicitly

protected by the Chre through Lederal-provincial agreements, or mncorporated directly in provincial

law, there ia no lg rdesavailable to either an aggrieved individual or the Federal Government

where provinces have failed to implement the Covenant. The State Party's delegation emphasized the

imprtaceof political processes in this regard, but noted thtthey were often complex.

13. While the Goemmn of Canaa lias eonsistently used Statistics Canada's "Iow income cut-offl
as mesue o poery wenproviding infomton t'> the Comimittee about poverty in Canada, it

inf&re the Comte htit does flot accept the kow in o ut-off as a poverty line, although it is
widely used by exet> tocniehe exet addepth of povery inCnaa Theabecofn

official poverty line makes it difficùlt to hold the féea, provincial and territorial governmeflts
accuntblewith respect t'> their obligain under the Covenant.

D. Principal subjects of concern.

14.TheComiteehasrecivd ifomatonabout a nume of cases ln whchcaims were brought
h1- npnnl- liiMnc inl nnup.rtv(Ulilv wom8l with chilrn a2is 2ovenument policies which denied

necessities


