to us on.September 2, 1947. "This note was

accompanied by a statement-in'vhich the gir-

cumstances' leading to the' loss of: the  treasures
‘were outlined:and in which:a:formal -request
‘was.made that legal proceedings.be:initiated
to apprehend-those responsible:for:the removal
of the treasures. AiréquesgiwaﬁialS@%madenfor
action by the pelice: authorities to locate the
objects themselves..'The statement' further
requested that steps-be taken to prevent-the
missing articles or:an partﬂofithem:from
‘being removed from Canada.:

"RCMP "REQUESTED ' TO 'UNfDERﬁkkE *SBARCH

1 replied to his:communication that, vhile
the Govemment of Canada-had'neitesponsibility
for the safekeeping of these: trefguies, it had

- been.decided, in order to.as
ment of Poland in the:recovery . 8f:the missing
objects:and. since efforts to bring.about the
retum of the treasures:by:agreement:have:not
-been. siccessful, ‘to: request: t yal Cenadian
Mounted Police to.undertake a%search-in:an
effort: to:ascertain the locationigf the missing
.articles. G

Astregards the requestithatilegal proceed-
ings: be initiated: against-those:in .possession,
or thought to.be in possession, of:the misging
property, the Polish Charge:d”Affaires .vas

. advised that the'Govemment of:Poland:was at
. perfectiliberty to proceed:itself:inithis
‘matter- through' the Canadianicoutts. - .

‘In the note-to-the Polish Ch#fgerd’Affaires

‘attentioniwas:also .drawn :toithe indccurate
- gtatements conceming the'treagates whichrhad
.+been: appearing in the Pol ish-press, some of
which:wereiattributed-to officials ofithe
-Foreign Ministry. It'was pointed out:that:the
Department of External: Affairs had been:glad
‘torlend jitsiassistance:to:therfepresentative
of Peland in Canada in order:to:securerthe
‘earliest possible: retum ofrthertreasures to
Poland. It'was: therefore regretted: thet:these
efforts had been: inco::ectiy vinterpreted-to
“the people of Poland end the hopeiwasi expressed
‘that gteps:would: be taken: by the Poligh ‘Gov~
emment to’ correet misapprehensions: whichhad
‘arigen:as-a result of reports originating:-in
Poland, :

What was done'aftervardsiappéars from-the

following statement issued:to:the Press.last
‘night:by: the Commi ssioner of the Reyal Canadian
‘Mounted Police: S :

: "On ‘December 2, 1947, the Minister of

External Affairsirequested:the Minisger of

- Justice to instruct:the Commissiener-of the

Royal Canadian Meunted Policé!torascertsin

‘the .then:location of the'miesing Relish

Art Treasures: end: further, +{f+the missing

rarticles were located, -'toi éndbavour:to keep’
the same under surveillancesuntil aideci-
sion could be reached:.as .toiwhatiaction
might be taken by the Poligh Legation.
..'The .Commi ssioner of the :Royal Canadian
Mounted Police was: g0-.instructed’ind in:January
1948, was-in: a position’ to repoft: thatia por-

- the: Govern~

b
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-tion of the tressure consisting of 23 trunke
and one box hadi been: located stored in:1'Hotel
Dieu, Quebec City,.a hospital -end:church in-

stitution.’ The.trunksi and:-box had previously -
“been: stored in:the Redemptorist Monastery at

"Ste.: Amne:de Beaupre, Que. .

‘When. information: wag received: by:the Royal
‘Canadim Mounted Police: that the: articles had
been: removed: to the Hote!l .Dieu, . a-competent
-and experienced non-commissioned officer,
Corporal J.R.R. Carriere, accompanied by ano-

ther member of the police, Constable Houle,

interviewed the Mother Superior .in charge of
the institution, stating that'they -had been
-requested to-locate. the missing Polish Art
“Treasures, '
The Mother Superior on: leaming the purpose
of the visit quite:readily informed the mem-
:bers of the police-that the treasures: were
-gtill in the basement of ‘the conventiand
‘offered- to: show: them to the members. /The:offer
‘wag' accepted: and’ the room: containing: the trea-
sures was visited by the two-membeérs of the
golice."accompmiedﬁ *the Mother Superior: and
‘her:-aggigtant.. : :
1t vas: the Mother 'Superior sho diretted e
police through the cloister, 'although 'in: fact
~the police offered .to proceed: to: the basement
‘by.an outside entrance.

"*RCMP "MAKE "NO 'DEMAND - TO 'ENTER
“The purpose of ‘the interview: wag to seek
information:and the ROMP :made no:demand to
.enter, ‘much' less: was' there any suggestion’ that
‘they hed a: right-to: gearch. “They were received
‘most’ courteously: by the Mother Superior.

‘At a:leter:date:Inspector Rene-J. Belec.
‘egain interviewed the Mother 'Superior:and: was
.received in amost co-operative: and understand-
.ing menner.- ' ‘

(The police: "u—& fully:aware:that: there: was

ca-disputeias:to the rightful owmership or
possession of: the articles and the Commissioner
of: the Police had: specifically:instructed: that
"they should:be'treated:as'missing property
+and " that -no:demand‘could -be'made-to produce
rthe -progerty'= nor if: located should my: seizurs:
raction be' taken: " - : :
‘As to the statement to which I referred
‘yesterday as having been ‘handed to me jumst
‘before 1 came: inte’the House:and as being so
extreordinary in-its terms:and inaccurate in
'ite:assertions that '} wished: to ascertain
iwhether or'not Lit:really had been made before
‘dealing with it,:I have now found that Lt was
made+and: I 'must: repeat: that it:contains meny
;assertionsiwvhich:are-not true, Thus in the
-first paragraphrit ie saidithat:a:ghort while
‘ago members of the Pederal Police:without

.gearch varrants:and in:an:illegal manner, .

forced their entrance not only into the Convent
‘of the'Sisters of the Hotel«Dieu'but also: into
“their cloister. A : ‘
'This {6 an untrue: statement:end-honourable
-memberaiwill have seen in thismoming!s papers.
that: the Reverend Mother: Superior of' the Con-

vent has given it a dignified but no less un-

qualified denial. T think her statement should
also be made a mart of their record. As re-
norted in the Press, it is as follows:
"4 few months apo we-were asked to re-
' ceive from a very respectable gentleman of
Polish nationality and “to safeguard parcels
containing, we weré then told, articles of
art and value, T v o
"In order to o:lige we accepted the task
and the paclages were brought here. Things
.remained thus for a while and we took all
care nossible of the deposit in our custody
to ensure.their safety, .
"Luring the month of February another

" pentleman, alsoof Polish nationality, under |

the title of ‘apent forthe PolishRepublic,
claimed '
trusted to him.

"Informed of this .task, the first. person,
who had put the denosit-in our charge,
strictly foroade.us to-give the said par-
cels away; He strengthened his order by
reminding us that according to law we were
not alloved to remit the deposit in gues-
tior: - a devosit in trust - to anyone but
hiwse!f, and ordered the temoval of the
parcels to the Provincial Museum. -

"We then addressed oiirselves to the
Prime Ministér of the Province of (uebec,
who consented .to the transportation of the
aforementioned articles to the museum. We
believed the museum a safe place for the
valuables. R s T

"™ie are willing to admit that our reli-
gious community had no reasons at.all 'te
permit a trial between the two gentlemen in
question to_imnlicate us. The Provincial
Government, on’its part, had told us'of its

intention to conform itself to the tribun-

al's decision.

"e want it noted and understood.that

there was never a'’$aisie’ {seizure) “in our
monastery by the Provincial Government, and
that the devosit.was néver &t -any time
under the nrotection of the R.C.M.P.

- "We accented the deposit in good faith
and we returned it'according to instructions
received from the verson who had entrusted
the valuables to.our care in the first

v

nlace."

. NO VIOLATION OF CLOISTERS:

The sugcestion in Mr. Duplessis’ statement

that there was a violation of the cloister is
quite ridiculous. His statement further -says:

"y s gre'&wghjﬁriavgd,;h@t‘thézpedétélv‘

authorities of our couatry; particularly
the Ministers. revresenting the province of

Quebec in the country’s government, made .
themse lves: the collaborators of Stalin and "

his Polish government ‘to the point that
they ordered their relice ‘to ignore the

laws and ‘to violate the cloister of that .

noble Order.":

that said »arcels should be en-

(C.W.B. March 5, 1948/

- When one notes this clumsy but deliberate

" attempt .to smear the Ministers representing
:.the province of (uebec in thecountry’s govern-

ment and remembers that he is prevaring for a
provincial election, one can only devlore that
Mr, Duplessis should expect such tactics to
win for him anything but contempt. '

* The statement goes on to say that the gov-

" ernment of the province .of (uebec "has seized

and impounded these treasures." This is what

. the, Federal government had been asked to do

but had refused to do, informing those who
made the request that in this country the
executive government did not seize and impound
objects to which there were disputing claim-
ants; that all we could do would be to ascer-
tain if possible where the objects were and
‘the disputing claimants would then have to
réesort to the Courts for an adjudication upon
their rights if they saw fit to do so.

.. Now whatever may be the views of individuals

‘with respect to the present government of
‘| Poland, it is and it has been for over two
"years the legal government of that country

recognized as such by all civilized nations,
and the Federal authorities have never felt
and do not feel that they are acting as"accom-

‘plices™ of that government in saying to it as
" ‘they would say to the government of any other
 sovereign State that it is free to resort to
| Courts of Canada to assert and enforce any

rights it may have as suchto property actually
Situated in Canada.

(JZECHOSLOVAK MINISTER RESIGNS: The Secretary
of State for External Affairs, Mr. St. Laurent,
‘informed the House of Commons, March 3, that
he had received lettrers informing him of the:
resignation of Frantisek Nemec. minister

plenipotentiary for Czechoslovakia in Canada

and also of the resignations of Dr. Vladimir

‘Moudry, first secretary, Dr. Karel Bala, com-

mercial attaché and Miss Alzbeta Katzova and
Miss Eva Blumenscheinova, both office =ec-
retaries at the Czechoslovakia legation.

BARLEY, .OATS PRICES SUPPORTED: The Minis-

‘ter of Trade and Commerce, Mr. Howe, made the

following statement in the House of ,Commons,
March : . _ .
‘At this time, 1 wish to make a statement
that will be of interest to the producers of
0ats and barley.
"v.During the current crop season supnort
prices for both cats. and. batley: are in offact

| and "the Governmeént intend to extend these to
July 3lst, .1949, at the same support levels

prévailing this crop year.
. 7 Qats will continue to be supported at levels

based on 61} cénts for Number One Feed Oats,

in'store Fort-William/Port Arthur, with other
grades at appropriate differentials to be

1

. fixed from time to time by the Vrreat Board,
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