
PREAMBLE
The Contractlng Parties ta this Canvention, establlshed under the auspices of the CustomsCo-operatian Councl,
Deslrlng ta facilîtate International trade,
Oesirlng ta facilitate the collection, comparison and analysis of statistîcs, In particular those on

international trade,
Desiring ta reduce the expense lncurred by redescriblng, reclassifylng and recading goods asthey mave tram one classification system to anather ln the course af International trade and tafacilitate the standardizatian ai trade documentation and the transmissian ai data,

Considering that changes ln technology and the patterns af International trade require extensivemodifications ta the Convention on Nomenclature for the Classification af Goods In Customs Tarifis,donseat Brussels on 15 December 1950,
Considering alsa that the degree of detait requlred for Custams and statIstical purpases byGovernments and trade intereste has lncreased far beyond that provlded by the Nomenclatureannexed ta the above-mentloned Convention,
Considering the Importance ai accurate and comparable data for the purposes of International

trade negotiatlons,
Considering that the Harmonized System la intended ta be used for the purposes af freight tarffisand transport statlstics of the varlous modes af transport,
ConsiderIng that the Harmonized Systemn is lntended ta be incorporated Into commercialcommodIty description and coding systems to the greatest extent passible,
Considerlng that the Harmonized System le lntended ta promote as close a correlation aspossible between Import and export trade statistios and production statistios,

Cansidering that a close correlation should b. malntalned between the Harmonized System andthe Standard International Trade Classification (SITC) of the Unlted Nations,
Considering the desirabllty of meeting the aforementioned needs through a combinedtariffistatîstlcai nomenclature, suitabie for use by the varlous Intereste cancemned wlth International

trade,
Consldering the Importance af ensurlng that the Harmonlzed System le kept up-to-date ln thellght of changes ln technology or In patterns ai International trade,
Havlng taken Into consideration the work accomplished ln thîs sphere by the HarmonizedSystem Committee set up by the Customs Co-operatian Council,
Cansldering that white the above-mentlonecj Nomenclature Convention has proved an effectiveInstrument ln the attainment of some af these objectives, the best way ta achieve the deslred resuitsIn thîs respect le ta conclude a new international Convention,
Have agreed as follows.

Article 1

Definitions
For the purpase af this Convention:

<a) the Harmonized OommodIty Description and Coding System, hereinaiter referred ta as theHarmonized Sysfemn, means the Nomenclature comprlsing the headîngs and subheadlngs andtheir related niumerîcai codes, the Section, Chmpter and Subheadlng Notes and the GeneralRules for the interpretatlon af the Harmonized System, set out In the Annex ta this Convention;


