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changes with conventional social and economic data. Mr. Thacher suggested that the
world needs a new IntelSat, a new consortium for an internationally operated, nonprofit
satellite system that would do more than verify arms control measures. Four years ago
during the African emergency, an information system was set up that included real-time
reporting of refugee movements as well as information on infant mortality and nutritional
stress. One operational early warning system, the Famine Early Warning System
(FEWS), was based on meteorological satellite data on the vitality of vegetation, and was
used to suggest how best to mobilize and shift food, medical, and other supplies in

advance of the need.




