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to eKp;ress an -ppinfan."12 'Ofr"icials Loere_ to pr^dvide inforrnation; riot

views on tiol icy or pro,jectloins theréof. Member5 -di<d not ri^jard the

committep as an .^genf for cha ngi ng f ore? gn pai i cy. A5 .one member.

éxplai-ned in pr0Fnoting a discussion of the International Civil Aviation

Orga ni x-ati on: "My reason for raising this qu esti^on is to, first. of al T,

secure some information,_ from the officials, and also to try and give a:

little publicity, through this corrmittee, to the public of ^anada about

some -of the act3 vi ti•es of thi s organi zati on. "13 Further confi *rmation of

this attitude is fouad on the fact that except for the 195.7-58 session,.

few rember5 •showed much ïrrterest in having an input into the committee's

reports to the Flouse. (See Table 1') .Mor2over, forei gn -pol ic,j+ was a

non partisan issue 'a's neinbers in all parties kept reminding their

collè^gues on the cammittea. A5.the Conservative External Affairs

cri ti c tol dhi sco112agraes: "everyone in this chamber is anxious that,

so far as one can, we should try to find common ground on ai i^ast the

maj or poi-nts of ^oür -pplicy with respect to worl d af f ai rs... .-wh'atever may

be our differences at home, we' s^ou1d try vehard to have one rclce~y

for Canada in the cojjncils of the world."14 Sinçe the cammittee's

delïberation5 were In the public, partisan differences were to be

avoided. This -practiçe was made easier to follow by the fact that

foreign pol i c,y was se l dom an i<ssue on the husti ngs and the cvmmi t±ee

Yra.d, unlike other `eomi ttees, very few b i l l s to vote on.

At fï rst the Lib^:-ral s h a d di ffïcwl L^r i ngetti ng their members

to attend but an initial 39 per cent attendance record improved after

19.49 thanks to the encouragement of Prime Mlnister St. Laurent -and

Secretary of State for External Affairs-, ti ,B. Pearsi)n. The

Conservatives also ilad di ff icul ty while in opposition per;uadi ng half of

theair memberS to attend althor^gh those ^+wi^o did attend partïci^ated in

the discussion more than ^riiambe.rs of^ tne oth2r th",bi par-,.ies- Social

kr`a ajned a he#;.er trFa . n ?Q per cent average a".tendaneedit me!^bers mainti

d hrile ^:hOse. 1-i the C;F ^ad ,}ust'àver^ .50 per cent. When ^i^e u iberals

b4^.caine• tne. Official Ooposifii-on i n 19b7. th2ir atŸendanee dropped to 33

per cent and they re!aained F^ar less active in ssking que:s'tions than ;;he

: ^r+^2r+rativ^s had been u,hï1•^ ;r^ the ;^ppositïon. ^;Sèe Table 3).
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